
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Second Sunday of Lent, Year C: 16 - 17 March, 2019 

Readings: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Philippians 3:17 – 4:1; Luke 9:28-36 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board…………(To be advised) 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Last week, the wilderness was a character in the gospel reading. This 
week, we find a mountain and a cloud featuring in the narrative. These 
other-than-human characters and the prophets of old (Moses and 
Elijah) link Luke’s story of Jesus to the Israelites’ covenant relationship 
with God. Wilderness, mountain and cloud also remind us that God’s 
Earth is the locus of mystery where human and other-than-human 
Earth beings are transformed through encounter with the divine. The 
current ABC series The Magical Land of Oz is yet another reminder of 
this. 
 

For Jesus, the mountain is already a place of encounter with God, a 
place of prayer. Luke has Jesus spending a night in prayer on an 
unidentified mountain before he chooses the Twelve. Jesus now takes 
three of his closest friends up another unidentified mountain where the 
aspect of his face changes and his clothing becomes dazzling white. 
Elijah and Moses, the key prophetic figures of Israel, “appear” and 
enter into dialogue with Jesus, God’s definitive prophet.  
 

This episode seems to point to a time in Jesus’ ministry when he 
accepts his likely fate: if he continues to challenge oppression and 
injustice, he is certain to encounter opposition, even death. He 
struggles with this realisation in the wilderness and comes to terms 
with what it involves on the mountain. The voice of God reaffirms the 
identity of Jesus and calls for a response: “Listen to him”. These words 
are reminiscent of Moses’ instruction to the Israelites: “Your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
shall heed such a prophet” (Deut 18:15). For Luke, Jesus is the 
prophet-like-Moses whom they must heed. Peter wants to hold on to 
the experience of glory, to “make tents” and settle down. He prefers 
not to face the difficulties involved in fidelity to the mission. But that is 
not the way of discipleship. The tents evoke once more the Israelites’ 
wanderings in the wilderness. 
 

Like Jesus and his companions, we too need the occasional glimpse 
of glory. We also need the good sense to follow through on the path 
that brings life, despite the pain. We can feel overwhelmed by the 
enormity of the challenges facing us and by the opposition we 
sometimes experience. If we are to hear the prophet-like-Moses in our 
times, we have to come to terms with the personal costs involved. 
Some of us actually need to go alone or together to a mountain top or 
place of extraordinary beauty to discover again the strength that 
comes from encountering the divine. I grew up in the shadow of Mt 
Macedon. I once climbed within view of Everest. Every now and then, 
I climb Mt Buninyong (near Ballarat, Victoria). At such times, I know 
the wonder of God revealed in the beauty of the earth itself even as I 
sense its fragility and susceptibility to destruction.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 18 - 24 March 2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass 
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am……..Faith Education 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 7.00pm………Lenten Groups 
   

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…….....…Open Door 
 5.30pm….…….Lenten Group 
 

Thursday 10.00am……...Lenten Group 
 7.00pm……….Social Justice 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
     9.30am……...Lenten Group 
   

Third Sunday of Lent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
 Luke 13:1-9 
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 March 2019 
16 March – 7pm – St Paddy’s Night Celebration – Parish Hall 
18 March – Solemnity of St Patrick – Mass at 9 am 
19 March – Solemnity of St Joseph – Mass at 5.30 pm 
20 March – 9am and 7pm – Parent Info Sessions Confirmation  
25 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Lenten Program 2019:  

The Lenten Program Groups for this year are continuing.  The 
Book for the program is “Trust” and is still available from the 
Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 
wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details. The 
cost for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham 
– commencing Wednesday 6 March. 

Thursday: 10.30am – Parish Office Meeting Room – Emmaus 
Group commencing Thursday 7 March. 
Friday: 9.30am – Parish Meeting Room – Bev Walls – 
commencing Friday 8 March. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 

Over the next few weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 
discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the 
parish community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on 
Saturday nights and Sunday morning and will aim to go no 
longer than 15 to 20 minutes.  All involved in these ministries 
are asked to attend.  Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 30 and 31 March 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  

Saturday and Sunday, 6 and 7 April 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 13 and 14 April. 
 

Communal Rite of Penance:  

Wednesday 3 April at 9.00am and 7.00pm.  This is an 
opportunity to bring ourselves and our world to celebrate the 
forgiveness we need for ways we have failed to live our 
Baptismal Promises.  This year the focus is on the abundant 
mercy of God for all. 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 12 April at 9.00am.  
All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to 
assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards 
there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided 
by the Care and Concern Group.   
 

Holy Week:  
Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 6 pm  
Good Friday – Stations of the Cross – 10 am 
Good Friday – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 3 pm 
Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil – 6 pm 
Easter Sunday – Mass – 8.30 am 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be held at St Thomas 
More’s on Thursday 30th May 2019 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend 
of 20 and 21 July 2019.  The first Parent Meeting for this 
sacramental program is scheduled for Wednesday 20 March 
with a choice to attend either at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the 

Meeting Room in the Parish Office.  Children need to have 
received the Sacrament of Penance before joining the 
sacramental program for Confirmation and First Communion.  
Full details can be found on the parish website via the 
following link: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=54 
Also, if anyone would like to join the sacramental team for 
this program, your support would be warmly welcomed.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au.  
 

Music Practice for Holy Week: 
Music practice for Holy Week will begin on Wednesday 27 
March at 7pm in the Church. All singers welcome. 
 

Council Vouchers for Free Plants: 
If you have any of the Council Vouchers for Free Plants and 
are not intending to use them, we would always welcome the 
opportunity to make use of them to add to our plant collection 
here at the Parish.  Please drop them off at the office or give 
them to Michael at weekend Masses. If no one is in the office, 
please put them in the mail slot near the door.   
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
SVDP – Drakes Supermarket: 
If you would like to participate in the Community Dollars at 
Drakes, High Street we have a supply of tags available from 
the office.  Each time your tag is scanned points go to SVDP 
who benefit in the way of $$$$ from this activity. 
 

Volunteers needed: 
St Vinnies warehouse (Madonna House) corner Long & 
Ruthven Streets, is in need of more volunteers to help with 
the sorting of bric-a-brac, books and furniture. Pick the day 
and hours that would suit you. Please telephone Tim Blades 
on 4635 0305. 
 

Centenary Celebrations: 
Deuchar Church Centenary - 23 March 2019 at 11:00am 
For more details, please contact Monique Bryson on 0487 848 
280, Greg Collins on 0408 673 763. St Monica’s Parish, 
Oakey Centenary – 12 May 2019 at 9:00am. Enquiries call 
Parish Office on 4691 1043 
 

An Evening with Baskoro  
Hosted by Social Justice Commission and Caritas:  
Date: 20/3/19    Time: 6:00pm 
Location: St Anthony's Parish Community Centre,  

Yohanes Baskoro will share with us part of his journey where 
he works in Indonesia with Caritas. With its partners on the 
ground, Baskoro has worked with Caritas Australia to 
promote disaster preparedness. Come and listen to how one 
community has turned their story around.  All are welcome. 
Pizza and refreshments will be served after the presentation. 
 
 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, , Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  
Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy 
Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter Webster, 
Ros Morton,  
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Ronald Walton 

Recently Deceased: Michael Kelly 
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Some thoughts from our Parish Leader….. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 11, verses 1-6 we read: 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offence at me.” 

 
This passage came very much to mind for me as I reflected on recent happenings in our Church in Australia. 
 
As I reflected on this passage, I thought how we could surmise that there may have been many possible answers 
that could have been given to John’s question.  For example, the word of God is being preached, many people 
are becoming my followers, we are working for change, God is blessing our work, I now have a group of key 
leaders who are helping me in this work, I am building on the great work that John did. 
 
However, those were not the answers given.  The answers were about the poor, the sick and the outcasts being 
ministered to, healed and shared the good news.  In other words, the signs of the kingdom, of the coming of the 
true Messiah, are the signs of outreach and inclusion – as the song writer Marty Haugen says, “All are welcome 
in this place.” 
 
These signs of the kingdom are the hallmarks of the community that claims to be a community of followers of 
Christ.  In the midst of the current uncertainty in the Church, we witness the accusations and disparagement, we 
experience the pain of seeing the media publicity about offending against children and vulnerable adults by trusted 
servants of the Church, we can be caught up in the debate about guilt or innocence in the current case of Cardinal 
Pell, we see the mixed reactions when victims of abuse come forward to accuse their abusers, we feel a sense of 
dismay that such abuse was hidden for so long and a sense of deep sadness that this has become the public 
image of our Church.    
 
Nevertheless, we are invited to take the time to remember that this is only one face of the Church.  We are invited 
to remember that so many in the faith community continue to live lives of simple faith each day, readily reaching 
out to those in need, touching those who are lost or excluded from society, giving to the poor, touching the lives 
of the homeless, supporting those with a disability, being there for those escaping domestic and family violence, 
visiting the sick and those in prison, and generally making a difference to the world we live in. 
 
Children are cared for and educated in schools where processes and safeguards are being developed and 
implemented to ensure their safety.  The sick and frail are being looked after in hospitals and care facilities where 
their wellbeing is the number one priority.  Groups such as the Society of St Vincent de Paul assist and support 
vulnerable and needy people in numbers too numerous to be counted.  In our parish community, processes are in 
place to keep children safe and vulnerable adults are welcomed and included in the life of the community. 
 
These are the hallmarks of people working to make the kingdom of God happen in our world.  We have so much 
more to do and we can do it so much better, but what is not in question is the commitment to learn from the past 
and do all that we can to avoid repeating the mistakes, the failures, the secrecy, the abuse that we name and 
acknowledge as a part of our Catholic story. 
 
Many conversations have been happening and will continue to happen about historical matters such as the case 
of Cardinal Pell.  Those are good and important conversations, but only if they invite us to learn the lessons from 
the past and, as the song says, accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative.  It is heartening to be part of 
conversations where reflection on the past stimulates robust debate about how we can do things differently in the 
future, for example, how priests are prepared for ministry or how we can grow the role of lay people in the 
leadership of the Church. 
 
These times are not easy times to be a Catholic, but any time the Lord gives us is also a time of grace.  May our 
concerns, our anger, our sadness, even our sense of disillusionment spur us on to name and promote those things 
that are the true hallmarks of a community of followers of Jesus – “the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.”   These 
are the things to focus on as we also pray God’s mercy for those accused or convicted of abuse and reach out to 
support and welcome those whose lives have been deeply impacted by such abuse.  Good things are happening 
and will continue to happen.  Let’s name and claim them and commit ourselves to the change needed as we pray 

often, in the words of the Our Father, “thy kingdom come.”  
Michael Bermingham, 14 March 2019 



Gathering:  Praise to You, O Christ              B. Farrell 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
You are the Word who leads us into light; 
You are the Word who brings us through the desert: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the one whom prophets hoped and longed for; 
You are the one who speaks to us today; 
You are the one who leads us to our future: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!    
© 1986, Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Penitential Rite:                        M Mangan 
 

Lord, you make a covenant of love with your people, 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, we are transfigured as images of you, 
So we sing to you: 
 
Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the Beloved, the Chosen One of God, 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
©: 1995 and 2019 Litmus Productions.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 

Psalm:  Do Not be Afraid, I am with You     C Willcock SJ  
  

Response: 
Do not be afraid, I am with you;  
I have called you by your name, You are mine, 
I have called you by your name, you are mine.                      
©: 1975, 1976, 1990 Christopher Willcock SJ. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:                                  R Zaragoza OFM 
 

All praise, all glory, all blessing, to our most high God 
You alone deserve honour and praise, holy loving God. 
© 1988 OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Transform us by your word, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 
 

Communion: The Faithful One     D Schutte 
 

God’s mighty love will last forever, 
From age to age till the end of time. 
Steadfast is our loving God. 
Forever the faithful One. 
 

Have no fear, for I am with you; 
I will be your shield. 
Go now and leave your homeland, 
For I will give you a home. 
 

 
 
 

You shall be my chosen people 
And I will be your God. 
I will bless your name forever 
And keep you from all harm. 
 

Look up and see the heavens 

And count the stars if you can. 
Your name will be even greater 
Greater than all these stars. 
 

See now the land before you, 
Rich with food and rain. 

No longer must you wander, 
For this will be your home. 
©:1970, 1974, 2008 Daniel J Schutte. OCP Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Summoned by Love M O’Brien/T Watts 
 

Be still and know I am God. 
Listen to me and see 
You’re not alone in your journey. 
Trust in yourself and trust in me.  
 

Be not afraid of the night 
Darkness shall not prevail 
My light will guide and make clear your way. 
Tender and strong your heart will stay. 
 

Summoned by you, summoned by love we come. 
We are gathering to celebrate your Word, O Lord. 
Summoned by you, summoned by love we come. 
Our lives we give in offering to you. 
 

Go now in faith and in peace. 
Your life will be my sign. 
Know deep within I am with you now, 
Now and until the end of time. 
©: 1984. Willow Publishing.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Recessional:   Return to God              M Haugen 
 

Return to God with all your heart, 
The source of grace and mercy. 
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God. 
 

Now the time of grace has come, 
The day of salvation;  
Come and learn now the way of our God. 
 

I will take your heart of stone 

and place a heart within you, 
a heart of compassion and love. 
© 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 

     
 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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