
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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First Sunday of Lent, Year C: 9 - 10 March, 2019 

Readings: Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board…………(To be advised) 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Lent is a time for personal as well as group reflection, a time for 
entering into the “wilderness” or “desert place” and grappling with the 
mysteries of life. While deserts are often depicted as uninhabited or 
desolate regions, anyone who has spent time in such places knows 
that the desert supports a rich diversity of other-than-human life. 
Human retreat to the wilderness can be an opportunity to encounter 
God in the unfamiliar and to understand oneself in relation to the other-
than-human. It can reveal to us our capacities for right relationship 
with God, with each other, and with the Earth. Right relationship 
resides in “power-with” rather than “power-over”.  
 

In Israel’s story, the wilderness is the place of testing for God’s people: 
“Remember the long way that your God has led you these forty years 
in the wilderness…testing you to know what was in your heart” 
(Deuteronomy 8:2). Jesus is “filled with the Holy Spirit” and, like so 
many human beings before and since, is “led by the Spirit” into the 
wilderness to be “tested” there. [“Tested” is a more accurate 
translation of the Greek peirazein than the usual “tempted”]. 
 

The three-fold drama of the testing of Jesus in the wilderness is about 
the proper exercise of power and about trust in a loving God. In 
refusing to turn the stones of the wilderness into bread in order to 
satisfy his own hunger, the Lukan Jesus demonstrates that he is not 
prepared to exercise power over the other-than-human Earth, even if 
he had the capacity to work such magic. By refusing to accept the 
“glory of all the kingdoms of the world”, he shows that power over the 
human communities of the Earth is not “of God” and that worship 
belongs to God alone. Finally, in refusing to cast himself from the 
parapet of Israel’s holiest shrine, the Jerusalem Temple, he makes it 
clear that he is not prepared to test the power of God to rescue him 
from a self-inflicted death or to use God’s holy place to such ends. The 
Lukan Jesus passes the tests that the people Israel failed in the 
wilderness of Sinai.  
 

Adelaide priest, Michael Trainor, in a wonderfully sensitive reading of 
Luke’s gospel, detects three ecological ethical principles in today’s 
gospel reading: 1) Earth is to be cared for and treated respectfully, not 
ravaged through greed; 2) All ecological and environmental 
engagement is grounded in and enhanced by one’s communion with 
God; and 3) Earth’s resources are to be respected by all and not 
usurped as a means of power and control by one over another (About 
Earth’s Child 2012, pages107-109). These principles derive from the 
story as a whole with its three-fold testing and from Jesus’ three-fold 
response to these tests.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 11 - 17 March 2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass 
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am……..Faith Education 
 2.00pm………..Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 7.00pm………Lenten Groups 
   ..............................................................  

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…….....…Open Door 
 12.15pm…….Music Planning 
 5.30pm….…….Lenten Group 
 

Thursday 10.00am……...Lenten Group 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
     9.30am……...Lenten Group 
   

Second Sunday of Lent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
 Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 
 Luke 9:28-36 
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 March 2019 
16 March – St Paddy’s Day Celebration after 6.00pm Mass 
25 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Lenten Program 2019:  
The Lenten Programs for this year have commenced.  The 
Book for the program is “Trust” and is still available from the 
Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 

wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details. The 
cost for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham 
– commencing Wednesday 6 March. 
Thursday: 10.30am – Parish Office Meeting Room – Emmaus 
Group commencing Thursday 7 March. 
Friday: 9.30am – Parish Meeting Room – Bev Walls – 

commencing Friday 8 March. 
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – 16 March 2019: 
Come and enjoy Craic (Gaelic for fun and enjoyment), food 
and drink after 6pm mass Saturday March 16 in the St 
Thomas More’s Parish Hall.  Please bring food to share – Irish 

Stew, Praties (sometimes known as Potatoes) and/or dessert.  
Drinks can be purchased on the night.  Please come dressed 
in your finest Irish attire, armed with your sense of fun, your 
best singing voice as well as some jokes, stories, poetry – or 
just Blarney – to suit this occasion.  Prizes to be distributed 
by visiting Leprechaun.  Any assistance to set up at 2 pm on 
16 March would be most welcome.  Please contact Peter 
McDonald on 0408 345 022 or by email: 
pmcduck@netspace.net.au for more information. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
Over the next few weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 
discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the 
parish community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on 

Saturday nights and Sunday morning and will aim to go no 
longer than 15 to 20 minutes.  All involved in these ministries 
are asked to attend.  Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Readers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 9 and 10 March 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 16 and 17 March 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 30 and 31 March 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  
Saturday and Sunday, 6 and 7 April 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be held at St Thomas 
More’s on Thursday 30th May 2019 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend 
of 20 and 21 July 2019.  The first Parent Meeting for this 

sacramental program is scheduled for Wednesday 20 March 
with a choice to attend either at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the 
Meeting Room in the Parish Office.  Children need to have 
received the Sacrament of Penance before joining the 
sacramental program for Confirmation and First Communion.  
Also, if anyone would like to join the sacramental team for 
this program, your support would be warmly welcomed.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

Council Vouchers for Free Plants: 
If you have any of the Council Vouchers for Free Plants and 
are not intending to use them, we would always welcome the 
opportunity to make use of them to add to our plant collection 
here at the Parish.  Please drop them off at the office or give 
them to Michael at weekend Masses. If no one is in the office, 
please put them in the mail slot near the door.   

 
 
 

 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
SVDP – Drakes Supermarket: 
If you would like to participate in the Community Dollars at 

Drakes, High Street we have a supply of tags available from 
the office.  Each time your tag is scanned points go to SVDP 
who benefit in the way of $$$$ from this activity. 
 

Volunteers needed: 

Vinnies are looking for volunteers to assist with running our 
Madonna House Centre on the Corner of Ruthven & Long 
Streets, Toowoomba especially on Saturdays from 8.30am to 
12 noon. If you can assist please contact Dave, Maryann or 
Kathy at the shop or phone 4632 9960. 
 

Centenary Celebrations: 
Deuchar Church Centenary - 23 March 2019 at 11:00am 
For more details, please contact Monique Bryson on 0487 848 
280, Greg Collins on 0408 673 763. St Monica’s Parish, 
Oakey Centenary – 12 May 2019 at 9:00am. Enquiries call 
Parish Office on 4691 1043 
 

An Evening with Baskoro  
Hosted by Social Justice Commission and Caritas:  
Date: 20/3/19    Time: 6:00pm 
Location: St Anthony's Parish Community Centre,  
Yohanes Baskoro will share with us part of his journey where 
he works in Indonesia with Caritas. With itspartners on the 
ground, Baskoro has worked with Caritas Australia to 
promote disaster preparedness. Come and listen to how one 
community has turned their story around.  All are welcome. 

Pizza and refreshments will be served after the presentation. 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian 
Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 

Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 
Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita 
Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter 
Webster, Ros Morton,  
Recently Deceased: Leo Dingle,  
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Skelly, Rev Fr Kevin Ryan, Rev Fr 
Bernard Kane, Rev Fr Derick Furness 
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ST THOMAS MORES PARISH

ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT - 2018

On behalf of the Parish Finance Committee, I am pleased to report on the financial activities of the Parish 

for the Year Ended 30 June 2018.

A summaryof past 3 years is provided hereunder:

2018 2017 2016

Income

Planned Giving 176179 185836 187447

Loose Collection 24197 24260 23123

Hall Hire 11941 11619 13150

11 Norah St Surplus 17832 14783 12179

Fundraising 6260 3987 3601

Other 7645 10792 18184

244054 251277 257684

Expenses

Diocesan Levies 27892 29680 28909

Insurance 14309 14332 14597

Rates 10206 8992 8770

Repairs 10909 17714 9837

Salaries and Wages 123406 127793 125199

Superannuation 10189 10303 9446

Visiting Priest 7500 9422 9486

Other 28007 50393 55329

232418 250915 251736

Surplus 11636 362 5948

Notes

Parish revenues remain relatively stable with only a small reduction in Planned Giving receipts recorded.

Similarly, our expenses for 2018  have remained similar to 2016 and 2017 with a small decrease in wages.

The increase in 2017 in Repairs and Maintenance was $7877 and this was predominantly  as a result of 

the repainting of the exterior of the Convent.

Our cash reserves have reduced by approximately $5000 which was largely due to the reduction in the

Norah St Loan by approx. $20000. Cash reserves as at 30 June 2018 were approximately $63000.

DDF Loan for Norah St at 30 June 2017 was $123680. The future of this property and the arrangements with 

the School are constantly under review.

Additional fundraising opportunities continue to be at front of mind for your Parish Council.

I believe our largest financial threat in the mid to long term is the  maintenace of our significan Parish assets

being our Buildings.

The continued viability of the Parish currently centres around the generosity and support 

from our Parishioners. We are grateful for your  support and we would welcome small upward 

increases in that support to keep pace with increasing costs. Obviously, new contributors to our Planned 

Giving program would be welcomed.

The Finance Committee thank our Parish Staff for their diligence and assistance in all matters financial.

Tim Davis

Chairman of Parish Finance Committee



Gathering:  Father Hear Your People     L Watt 
 

God is kind, God is merciful, ever faithful and true; 
God will not break his promises, though we so often do. 
 

Father hear your people, gathered here in prayer 
In your great compassion, show us that you care. 
 

Turn to us when we call on you; give your people peace. 
Teach us to pardon and forgive that quarrels soon may cease. 
© Copyright Leo Watt, 1971, 2015 Text: ©Copyright Leo Watt, 1971, 2015 All rights reserved. Used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Penitential Rite:                      M Mangan 
 

Lord, you hear our cry for help and save us in your love. 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, you are our Saviour, in you we place our trust. 
So we sing to you: 
 

Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the only one that we are to adore, 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
©: 1988 OCP Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Psalm:  On Eagle’s Wings                             M Joncas 
 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in his shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: ‘My refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust!’ 
 

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear: 
Under his wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield. 
 

You need not fear the terror of the night, 
Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
Though thousands fall about you, 
Near you it shall not come. 
 

For to his angels he’s given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways: 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.  
 

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand. 
©1979 OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:    
 

Praise and Glory 
All praise, all glory, all blessing, to our most high God 

You alone deserve honour and praise, Holy loving God. 
©: 1988 OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Be with us, O God 

Acclamation:    

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 
 

Communion: We Will Rise Again             D Haas 
 

Like a shepherd I will feed you, I will gather you with care. 
I will lead you and hold you Close to my heart 

 

We will run and not grow weary 
For our God will be our strength, 
And we will fly like the eagle, we will rise again. 
 

I am strength to the weary, To the weak I am new life. 
Though the young may grow weary, I will be their hope. 
 

Lift up your eyes and see who made the stars. 
I lead you, and I know you, I call you each by name. 
 

Fear not, I am with you; I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, and help you, Uphold you with my hand. 
©: 1985 David Hass OCP Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 

Thanksgiving: Tree Of Life           M Haugen  
 

Light of life beyond conceiving,  
Mighty Spirit of our Lord; 
Give new strength to our believing, 
Give us faith to live your word. 
 
From the dawning of creation,  
You have loved us as your own; 
Stay with us through all temptation, 
Make us turn to you alone. 
©: 1984. GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Recessional:   I’ll Sing Your Song    E Marshall  
 

Create in me, O Lord, a heart that is pure. 
Shape in me a spirit strong. 
Give to me your joy, a joy that will endure. 
Then, O Lord, I’ll sing your song! 
Then, O Lord, I’ll sing your song! 
 
 

Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy. 
My sinfulness I see before me. 
Let the waters of your love cover me, 

to wash my guilt away. 
I will rise up and say: 
 
O Lord, spare my life and rescue me 
and I will gladly sing about your goodness. 
My offering will be my humble heart. 
You will not turn away your love, 
bright as the day! 
Copyright Erica Marshall Willow Connection, Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 

               
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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