
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 9 - 10 February, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

The gospel reading opens with Jesus by the lake shore looking for a 
little space from the people who are pressing around him to hear “the 
word of God”. For the gospel writer, the word of Jesus is the word of 
God. The listener/reader has been gradually prepared, in the baptism 
scene and in the episode in the Nazareth synagogue, to receive this 
momentous truth. Jesus is the anointed of God who brings good 
news/God’s word to the destitute. The gospel narrative assumes that 
the crowd by the lake receives his teaching as God’s word.  
 
Jesus sees two empty boats and gets into the one that belongs to 
Simon Peter. The implication is that Jesus knows Peter since he feels 
free to get into Peter’s boat and ask him to move the boat out from the 
shore. Having gained the distance he needs, Jesus sits down and 
teaches the crowd from the boat. God’s word thus comes to the people 
from the potentially regenerative waters of the lake. Simon no doubt 
has one ear on Jesus’ teaching as he and his despondent business 
partners clean the nets and pack up ready to go home without any 
fish. They have fished all night without a single catch.  
 
Evoking the creation story of Genesis where God’s spirit moves over 
the face of the deep, Jesus invites Simon and his companions to put 
out into deep water and lower the nets for a catch, even though there 
is little likelihood of a catch. Simon Peter hesitates, noting that they 
have laboured without success all night. He nonetheless follows 
Jesus’ instructions. The dramatic result of his attending to Jesus’ word 
brings Simon to his knees: he acknowledges his limitations, his 
“sinfulness” in gospel terms. Jesus then commissions him to engage 
fearlessly in a new mission of reaching out beyond his present 
business enterprise in order to “catch people”. This commission is not 
to be understood as a recruitment drive for the reign of God 
movement. As the gospel story unfolds, we discover that it is, rather, 
a mission to bring the vulnerable safely to shore where they can know 
the compassion and justice and the “hospitality” of God. 
 
While Peter and his companions are said to “leave everything” and 
“follow” Jesus, the subsequent narrative makes it clear that they do 
not abandon their fishing activities. They simply re-centre their lives 
on the following of Jesus.  In other words, they undertake to live out in 
their lives the pattern of Jesus’ life amid the ordinary concerns of daily 
life. The previous chapter has provided glimpses of that pattern: 
bringing good news to the destitute, release to the shattered, healing 
to the sick and the broken. In our times, we are beginning to realise 
that the “shattered” includes the despoiled Earth and its often-polluted 
waters.  

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 11 - 17 February 2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass 
 2.00pm…..Care and Concern 
 3.00pm…..Consolation Team 
 7.00pm….Finance Committee 
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.00am.School Leaders Mass 
 9.30am……..Faith Education 
 2.00pm……….Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 7.00pm………..School Board 
  

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……..…Open Door 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 

Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
 Luke 6:17, 20-26 
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 February 2019 
11 February – Care & Concern/Consolation Meetings 
11 February – Finance Committee Meeting 
21 February – Social Justice Meeting 
25 February - Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

Date Claimer: 
On Saturday 16 March we will be holding a St Paddy’s night 
celebration in the hall after 6.00pm mass.  More details to 
follow. 
 

Family Mass – Saturday 2 March at 6.00pm: 
This year we will continue to build and maintain a strong 
relationship between Parish and School, as we arrange a 
number of weekends through the year when we invite and 
welcome families from the school community to join us for 
Mass, with children given the opportunity to participate in the 
different parts of the Mass.  Our first Mass for this year will 
be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 2 March.   We look forward to 

warmly welcoming families from the school that night.  We 
will share wine and cheese after Mass.  Donations of cheese 
platters and other finger foods on the night are most 
welcome. 
 

Tai Chi for Health: 
Tai Chi for Health Classes for Seniors have commenced in the 
Hall.  Classes are on Thursdays from 9.30 to 10.30am. A flyer 
with further information is on display on the noticeboard in 
the Church or you can contact Juanita on 0472 526 745. 
 

Little Black Books: 
The Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church 
Foyer next week. Cost is $5. 
 

Lenten Program 2019 - Trust 
This year the Lenten program is titled ‘Trust’.  The books for 
Lenten Groups are now available from the Parish Office. Cost 
is $8. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

Updating your will?  

Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? 
The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 
and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 

SVDP – Drakes Supermarket: 
If you would like to participate in the Community Dollars at 
Drakes, High Street we have a supply of tags available from 
the office.  Each time your tag is scanned points go to SVDP 
who benefit in the way of $$$$ from this activity. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
Monday 11th February Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, healing 
mass and individual blessing of Blessed Sacrament.  Bus 
departs Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For 
bookings contact Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

Diamond Jubilee Mass – Sr Miriam Lorenz   
All are welcome to join with the Missionary Sisters of St Peter 
Claver and Bishop Robert McGuckin in celebrating the 
Diamond Jubilee of Sr Miriam Lorenz. Mass will be celebrated 
at 9.00am on 24 February at St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 

Centenary Celebrations: 
The following Churches are celebrating their centenary over 
the next couple of months: 

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Chinchilla Centenary – 1 
& 2 March 2019.  See flyer on noticeboard. 
Deuchar Church Centenary - 23 March 2019 @ 11:00am For 
more details, please contact Monique Bryson on 0487 848 
280, Greg Collins on 0408 673 763 or Narelle Henry on 0428 
674 724 
St Monica’s Parish, Oakey Centenary – 12 May 2019 @ 
9:00am. Enquiries call Parish Office on 4691 1043 
 
 
The Journey Catholic Radio Program – Airs 17 
February: 

This week on The Journey, our Gospel is Luke: 17,20-26.  We 
are grateful to hear the sage words from Sr Hilda again with 
her Wisdom from the Abbey, Marilyn Rodrigues, The Peaceful 
Parent reminds us to Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry, and our 
very own Trish McCarthy inspires us with her reflection on the 
Sea Cliff Bridge Run.  Again, we are blessed to have such 
talented Christian music artists to contribute to our show.  Go 
to WWW.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can 
listen anytime and subscribe to weekly shows by email. 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian 
Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 

Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita 
Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Megan Ford, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen 
Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter Webster, Ros Morton. 
Anniversaries: Celie Brosnan, Fr Raymond White  
Recently Deceased: Denise Davis;         
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Thank you St Thomas More's! 

A sincere, heartfelt and personal thank you to all our fellow parishioners for your care and kindness 

and for your generosity in donating to the vision of our Rosies service through our St Thomas 

More's Manger Collection at Christmas. At many times during the year when we are without our 

supporting teams, we are required to find food that is offered to all who attend the outreaches. Our 

grateful thanks go to all of you who have so generously provided the money which has assisted 

us in the provision of this meal.  The need for help has been very evident the past few weeks with increased numbers 

at every outreach, the past week alone, we have offered over 150 patrons a meal and support within our community, 

many of these are children.  Many parents are struggling with the expense of returning to school and  food has been 

high in the list of requests, parents are sharing the story of their struggles and are very grateful to have someone to 

listen to them and share their journey. 

At each of our three outreaches during the week, volunteers enrich the lives of patrons by the friendships they form with 

each other. The time we spend with them at the parks brings comfort and a sense of belonging as we welcome 

unconditionally and mingle together. Our patrons are incredibly grateful for every gift they receive and realise that it is 

only through the generosity from people such as yourselves, that they are able to overcome the challenges they face in 

their life. We extend our thanks to all at St Thomas More's on their behalf. 

Thank you for your generosity of Spirit and your willingness to donate to our service which enables us to continue to 

care for those who are in need. It is often the small acts of kindness that restore hope and belief to their world and we 

feel sure that our Patrons will have felt that touch from you. Our Rosies outreaches during the year touch over 63,000 

patrons throughout Queensland and it is a humbling experience to be invited to share their journey. Thank you for the 

part you have played in embracing the Gospel values of care and compassion for others. It is only together that we can 

reach out and make a difference to so many lives.  

God's blessings to you all.                                                                                             Jim & Fay. ( Rosies Toowoomba) 

 
8 February 2019 - World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action Against Human Trafficking – time to end slavery 
  

Pope Francis has declared the feast of St Josephine Bakhita, which is celebrated each year on 8 th  February to be the 
World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action Against Human Trafficking.  St Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of 
victims of slavery and of Sudan. Australians are being urged to work together, through grass roots action and corporate 
governance, to end slavery around the world.  
 

Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH), Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) and 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) are inviting Catholics to mark St Bakhita Day on February 8 2019, and 
at weekend Masses on February 9 and 10.  
 

ACRATH, CRA and ACBC join the call for a fourfold commitment to: slavery prevention, victim protection, legal 
prosecution of perpetrators, and partnerships for change. This commitment begins with awareness raising and action 
to eliminate slavery in all its forms at a diocesan, parish, school, family and personal level. These organisations have 
applauded the many people who fought hard for a decade to see gains made in 2018 with the passing in Federal 
Parliament of the Modern Slavery Act, which came into effect on January 1, 2019. The first modern slavery statements 
are due on 30 June 2020. 
 

ACRATH’s President Sr Noelene Simmons SM said the Modern Slavery Act requires organisations with a consolidated 
revenue of A$100 million, or more, to report annually on the risks of modern slavery in their operations and supply 
chains.   “Ten years ago, ACRATH began working with schools and parishes, urging them to buy and eat only slavery-
free chocolate at Easter. We still work on that campaign, but we know that slavery is part of so many of the goods and 
services we use and until we slavery-proof all our supply chains people will be forced to live in slavery,” Sr Noelene 
said. 
 

CRA President Sr Monica Cavanagh RSJ said the Modern Slavery Act was an opportunity for companies to be better 
global citizens because companies will have to release publicly available reports on their progress in slavery-proofing 
supply chains. Consumers can then exert some pressure on companies not doing enough, or support those who are 
doing well.   This special day gives us an opportunity to reflect on what we do and what we buy and if necessary, to 
commit to act differently in order to work towards the elimination of slavery,” Sr Monica said. 
 

It is estimated that millions of women, girls, men and boys are trafficked annually into domestic servitude, sexual 
exploitation, pornography production, forced marriage and forced labour.  “These forms of exploitation flourish because 
of society’s greed for cheap goods and services and because it is easy to forget that those who meet these needs are 
human beings with their own innate God-given dignity,” the Bishop of Parramatta, Vincent Long Van Nguyen, wrote in 
ACSJC & ACRATH publication No 79. Bishop Long is Chairman of the ACBC’s Bishops Commission for Social Justice 
- Mission and Service. 
 

For more information visit: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/world-day-of-prayer-against-human-trafficking/ 

https://acrath.org.au/take-action/world-day-of-prayer-against-human-trafficking/


Gathering:  We Are Called           D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 

To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 
We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 

To walk humbly with God! 
© 1998 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:  In the sight of the Angels                    C Smith 
 

Response:   In the sight of the angels,  
Lord, I will sing your praises. 

  

I thank you. O Lord, with all my heart 
You have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. 
 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
Which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered me; 
You increased the strength of my soul. 
 

All earth’s kings shall give you thanks 
When they hear the words of your mouth. 
Of the Lord’s ways they shall sing; 
 ‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ 
 

You stretch out your hand and save me, 
Your hand will do all things for me. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
Discard not the work of your hands. 
© 2000 Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e© 1995 Colin Smith,  

 
Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 
Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of life, hear our prayer 
 
Acclamation:    
When we eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim your 

death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation of the gifts:                     M Herry 
Lord, we come to your table 
Lord, we hear your word 
Lord, you are our bread of life 
And we the Body of Christ. 
© 2000 Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
Communion: 
  

Here I Am Lord                                                   D Schutte 
 

I, The Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin  
My hand will save. 

I who make the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain,  

I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone,  
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide  
‘Til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send? 
©: 1961 Daniel L Schutte.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Reflection 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Recessional:   Galilee Song                      F Andersen 
 

Deep within my heart I feel  
Voices whispering to me, 
Words that I can’t understand,  
Meanings I must clearly hear, 
Calling me to follow close, 
Lest I leave myself behind, 
Calling me to walk into  

Evening shadows one more time! 
 

So I leave my boats behind, 
Leave them on familiar shores, 
Set my heart upon the deep, 

Follow you again my Lord! 
 

As I gaze into the night,  
Down the future of my years, 
I’m not sure I want to walk  

Past horizons that I know. 
But I feel my spirit called  
Like a stirring deep within, 
Restless, ‘til I live again  
Beyond the fears that close me in! 
©: Frank Anderson msc & Chevalier Music 1998.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
               
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on English in the  
Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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