
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 2 – 3 February, 2019 

Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13; Luke 4:21-30 
 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

This week’s gospel reading continues the story of Jesus in the 
synagogue at Nazareth. At first he is universally accepted: the people 
of Nazareth marvel at the gracious words he utters. They identify him 
as Joseph’s son. By the end of the story, however, these same people 
actually try to kill him. So, what happens in between to cause such a 
dramatic change of heart? These are religious people, not an unruly 
street mob. They are friends of the family. They are familiar with their 
sacred texts and traditions and presumably want to understand them 
more fully. In fact, they are like many of us who take time out on a 
weekly basis to come together for worship and prayer.  
 
The people of Nazareth seem to be carrying a sense of exclusive 
entitlement to God’s favour, as well as some deeply entrenched 
prejudices against the neighbouring Syrians and Phoenicians. Their 
history is largely one of conflict with neighbours, of struggle for 
survival, and some are unwilling to relinquish their unhealed local and 
ethnic grievances. This story is about power and control. When Jesus 
suggests that God’s prophetic and healing power is accessible to and 
may even be more readily received among foreigners than within 
Israel, the anger of those who consider themselves “the chosen” 
knows no bounds: it spills over into violence. They have little patience 
with the implicit criticism of their attitudes to outsiders and the 
challenge of his prophetic words. 
 
One of the problems with the narrative is that Jesus seems to be 
deliberately provoking a negative reaction. There are other problems 
as well: there is no cliff in Nazareth from which the enraged crowd 
could cast him to his death, and it is highly unlikely that people of this 
tiny town of two to four hundred Galilean Jews would resort to 
murdering one of their own for what they see as a verbal assault.  So 
what is going on? It would seem that the gospel writer is putting 
elements of later stories about the violent treatment of Jesus and his 
followers into this episode in order to foreshadow what is to come.  
 
The story thus becomes a microcosm of the gospel as a whole. When 
the message is comforting, the messenger is well received. When it is 
less palatable, the messenger is in danger of being attacked or 
manipulated, more often than not at the hands of people who are 
basically good people like us. Unchecked assumptions, deep-seated 
biases, and uncontrolled emotions will function to bring the anointed 
prophet of the God of Israel to a violent death. This story invites us to 
check our assumptions and our biases lest we turn to physical, verbal, 
or emotional violence in the face of a prophetic challenge.  
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 
 

Parish Diary: 4 – 10 February 2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass 
 7.00pm…….Pastoral Council 
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 7.30am…………Men’s Group 
 9.30am……..Faith Education 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 7.00pm……………….PRDC 
  

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……..…Open Door 
 12.15pm…..Music Planning 
 

Thursday 10.30am….Emmaus Prayer 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 

Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 Luke 5:1-11 
 

mailto:parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
http://www.stthomasmores.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/


 February 2019 
4 February – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
11 February – Care & Concern/Consolation Meetings 
11 February – Finance Committee Meeting 
21 February – Social Justice Meeting 
25 February - Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

Tai Chi for Health: 
Tai Chi for Health Classes for Seniors have commenced in the 
Hall.  Classes are being held on Thursdays from 9.30 to 
10.30am. A flyer with further information is on display on the 
noticeboard in the Church or you can contact Juanita on 0472 
526 745. 
 

Columban Calendars: 
Columban calendars are still available in the Church Foyer.  
 

Little Black Books: 
The Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church 
Foyer next week. Cost is $5. 
 

Lenten Program 2019 - Trust 
This year the Lenten program is titled ‘Trust’.  The books for 
Lenten Groups are now available from the Parish Office. Cost 
is $8. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 

and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

Updating your will?  
Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? 

The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 
and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 

Baptisms:   
On Sunday 3 February 2019 we welcome into our Church 
Community Sophia Grace Matschke daughter of Kurt and 
Raschelle Matschke 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Confessions at St Patricks Cathedral: 
First Rite of Reconciliation is available between 9.00am and 
10.00am at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday mornings. 
 

Cent Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding their first 
Fundraiser for 2019 in February. It will be held at ALL 
SEASONS FUNCTION HALL, cnr North and Tor Sts 

Toowoomba on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9.  Doors will open at 
12.30pm for a 1.30pm start.  Prizes on offer are of an 
excellent standard and include generous meat and fruit trays 
and quality goods.   For an entry fee of $5, you will receive a 
Free sheet of tickets, a Lucky Door ticket and a Buffet 
Afternoon Tea.  All proceeds go to Charity.  Sisters can be 
contacted on 46321818. 
 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
Monday 11th February Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, healing 
mass and individual blessing of Blessed Sacrament.  Bus 
departs Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For 
bookings contact Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 
 
 

 

 
Position Vacant – Admin Assistant, Diocesan Finance 
Office 

This position is full time (38 hours per week) in the Finance 
and Administration Office of the Catholic Diocese of 
Toowoomba. Applications close 5:00pm 4/2/19. A Position 
Description is available by phoning 4632 7589 or by email to 
admin@twb.catholic.org.au 
 

Diamond Jubilee Mass – Sr Miriam Lorenz   
All are welcome to join with the Missionary Sisters of St Peter 
Claver and Bishop Robert McGuckin in celebrating the 
Diamond Jubilee of Sr Miriam Lorenz. Mass will be celebrated 
at 9.00am on 24 February at St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 
Centenary Celebrations: 
The following Churches are celebrating their centenary over 
the next couple of months: 
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Chinchilla Centenary – 1 
& 2 March 2019.  See flyer on noticeboard. 

Deuchar Church Centenary - 23 March 2019 @ 11:00am For 
more details, please contact Monique Bryson on 0487 848 
280, Greg Collins on 0408 673 763 or Narelle Henry on 0428 
674 724 
St Monica’s Parish, Oakey Centenary – 12 May 2019 @ 
9:00am. Enquiries call Parish Office on 4691 1043 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle 
Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, 
Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene 
Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, 
Paul Turner, Hedy Marshall, Megan Ford, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian 

Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie 
O’Keeffe, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton. 
Anniversaries: Rev Msgr. Michael Potter, Ven A/Deacon 
Robert O’Shea, Alfred Zeller, Cathering Zeller, Suzanne 
Ruming, Helina Moranino, Josie Whittaker            
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An Extract from the Homily of Pope Francis at the Final Mass of World Youth Day 2019 in Panama City – 27/01/2019 

“The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them: ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing’” (Lk 4:20-21). 
 
With these words, the Gospel presents the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. It started in the synagogue that saw him grow 
up; he was in the midst of neighbours and people he knew, and perhaps even some of his childhood “catechists” who had 
taught him the Law. It was an important moment in the life of the Master: the child who was educated and grew up in that 
community, stood up and took the floor to proclaim and put into action God’s dream. A word previously proclaimed only as a 
future promise, but now, on the lips of Jesus alone, could be spoken in the present tense, as it became a reality: “Today it has 
been fulfilled”. 
 
Jesus reveals the now of God, who comes to meet us and call us to take part in his now of “proclaiming good news to the 
poor… bringing liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, setting at liberty those who are oppressed, 
announcing the year of the Lord’s favour” (Lk 4:18-19). This is the now of God. It becomes present with Jesus: it has a face, 
it is flesh. It is a merciful love that does not wait for ideal or perfect situations to show itself, nor does it accept excuses for its 
appearance. It is God’s time, that makes every situation and place both right and proper. In Jesus, the promised future begins 
and becomes life. 
 
When? Now. Yet not everyone who was listening felt invited or called. Not all the residents of Nazareth were prepared to 
believe in someone they knew and had seen grow up, and who was now inviting them to realize a long-awaited dream. Not 
only that, but “they said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’” (Lk 4:22). 
 
The same thing can also happen with us. We do not always believe that God can be that concrete and commonplace, that 
close and real, and much less that he can become so present and work through somebody like a neighbour, a friend, a relative. 
We do not always believe that the Lord can invite us to work and soil our hands with him in his Kingdom in that simple and 
blunt a way. It is hard to accept that “God’s love can become concrete and can almost be experienced in history with all its 

painful and glorious vicissitudes” (BENEDICT XVI, General Audience, 28 September 2005)… 

 
You too, dear young people, can experience this whenever you think that your mission, your vocation, even your life itself, is 
a promise far off in the future, having nothing to do with the present. As if being young were a kind of waiting room, where we 
sit around until we are called. And in the “meantime”, we adults or you yourselves invent a hygienically sealed future, without 
consequences, where everything is safe, secure and “well insured”. A “make-believe” happiness. So we “tranquilize” you, we 
numb you into keeping quiet, not asking or questioning; and in that “meantime” your dreams lose their buoyancy, they begin 
to become flat and dreary, petty and plaintive (cf. Palm Sunday Homily, 25 March 2018). Only because we think, or you think, 
that your now has not yet come, that you are too young to be involved in dreaming about and working for the future. 
 
One of the fruits of the last Synod was the enrichment that came from being able to meet and above all to listen to one another. 
The enrichment of intergenerational dialogue, the enrichment of exchange and the value of realizing that we need one another, 
that we have to work to create channels and spaces that encourage dreaming of and working for tomorrow, starting today. 
And this, not in isolation, but rather side by side, creating a common space. A space that is not simply taken for granted, or 
won in a lottery, but a space for which you too must fight. 
 
You, dear young people, are not the future but the now of God. He invites you and calls you in your communities and cities to 
go out and find your grandparents, your elders; to stand up and with them to speak out and realize the dream that the Lord 
has dreamed for you. 
 
Not tomorrow but now, for wherever your treasure is, there will your heart also be (cf. Mt 6:21). Whatever you fall in love with, 
it will win over not only your imagination, it will affect everything. It will be what makes you get up in the morning, what keeps 
you going at times of fatigue, what will break open your hearts and fill you with wonder, joy and gratitude. Realize that you 
have a mission and fall in love; that will decide everything (cf. PEDRO ARRUPE, S.J., Nada es más práctico). We may possess 
everything, but if we lack the passion of love, we will have nothing. Let us allow the Lord to make us fall in love! 
 
For Jesus, there is no “meantime”, but only a merciful love that wants to enter into and win over our hearts. He wants to be 
our treasure, because he is not a “meantime”, an interval in life or a passing fad; he is generous love that invites us to entrust 
ourselves. He is concrete, close, real love. He is festive joy, born of opting for and taking part in the miraculous draught of 
hope and charity, solidarity and fraternity, despite the paralyzed and paralyzing gaze born of fear and exclusion, speculation 
and manipulation. 
 
Brothers and sisters, the Lord and his mission are not a “meantime” in our life, something temporary; they are our life! 
 
In a special way throughout these days, Mary’s fiat has been whispering like a kind of music in the background. She not only 
believed in God and in his promises as something possible, she believed God himself and dared to say “yes” to taking part in 
this now of the Lord. She felt she had a mission; she fell in love and that decided everything. 
 
As in the synagogue of Nazareth, the Lord stands up again among us his friends and acquaintances; he takes the book and 
says to us “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4:21). 
 
Do you want to live out your love in a practical way? May your “yes” continue to be the gateway for the Holy Spirit to give us 
a new Pentecost for the world and for the Church. 



Gathering:  Glory and Praise to Our God         D Schutte 

 

Glory and praise to our God, 
Who alone gives light to our days. 
Many are the blessings he bears 

To those who trust in God’s ways. 
 

We the daughters and sons of God 
Who built the valleys and plains, 
Praise the wonders our God has done 

In ev’ry heart that sings. 
© 1976 Daniel L Schutte & New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:  I Will Sing of your Salvation               C Smith 
 

Response:  I will sing of your salvation, O my God. 
 

In you, O Lord I take refuge; 
Let me never be pout to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, 

Pay heed to me and save me. 
 

Be a rock where I can take refuge, 
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hand of the wicked. 
 

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have leaned from my birth, 
From my mother’s womb you have been my help. 
 

My lips will tell of your justice 
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
And I proclaim your wonders. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e  
 

Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Your love endures forever, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
 
 
 
 

Communion: Love Is His Word                       L Connaughton 
 

Love is his word, love is his way,  
Feasting with all, fasting alone, 
Living and dying, rising again,  

Love, only love, is his way.    
 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 
 

Love is his way, love is his mark, 
Sharing his last Passover feast, 
Christ at his table, host to the twelve,  
Love, only love, is his mark.    
 

Love is his mark, love is his sign,  
Bread for our strength, wine for our joy. 
‘This is my body, this is my blood,’  
Love, only love, is his sign.   
 

Love is his sign, love is his news, 
‘Do this,’ he said, ‘lest you forget 
All my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.’  
Love, only love, is his news.  
 

Love is his news, love is his name,  
We are his own, chosen and called, 
Family, brethren, cousins and kin,  
Love, only love, is his name. 

 

Love is his name, love is his law.   
Hear his command, all who are his: 
‘Love one another, I have loved you.’  
Love, only love, is his law. 
 

Love is his law, love is his word:  
Love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
Love of the Spirit, God ever one. 
Love, only love, is his word.  
©: 1995 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Be Not Afraid                    R Dufford 
 

You shall cross the barren desert,  
But you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety  
Though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands 
And all will understand.  
You shall see the face of God and live. 

 

Be not afraid. I go before you always. 
Come follow me and I will give you rest. 
 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea,  
You shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames,  
You shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the pow’r of hell and death is at your side, 
Know that I am with you through it all. 
©: 1975 Robert J Dufford, SJ & New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Recessional:   Strong And Constant         F Andersen 
 

I will be your God who walks with you!  
You will be always within my hand!  
Take your heart and give it all to me! 
 

Strong and constant is my love! 
Strong and constant is my love! 
 

Should you wander far away from me  
I will search for you in every land!  
Should you call, then you will truly know:  
 

When you know sorrow within your life,  
I will come I will embrace your heart!  
Through your pain you will discover me! 
©: Frank Andersen MSC & Chevalier Music .  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
#A-62451e 
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