
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
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            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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The Epiphany of the Lord, Year C: 5 – 6 January, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ......................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

God’s presence is revealed to us in many and diverse ways: we can 
read the “story” of God’s creation of the universe; we can search out 
the meaning of our dreams; we can learn from our experience and the 
experience of others; and we can listen to the word of God in our 
sacred scriptures. Readiness to encounter God in these diverse ways 
has nothing to do with naïve dependence on our own judgment or on 
the judgement of others. It has more to do with a way of being in the 
world that involves openness to the unexpected and a critical and 
careful communal dialogue between our life experience and our faith 
tradition. A deep awareness of our place in the Earth community and 
kinship with the other-than-human teaches us respect for all being and 
respect for the power of God’s Spirit to lead us beyond ourselves.  
 
Epiphany is the feast of the wise ones or astrologers “from the East” 
who are led beyond themselves and their immediate location by the 
rising of a star. They form their own preliminary hypothesis and travel 
west to search out the meaning of this sign. Their enquiries in 
Jerusalem attract the attention of Herod, the Roman-appointed “king 
of the Jews” who turns to the official interpreters of the Jewish 
scriptures for information on the birthplace of the Messiah. The “magi” 
follow the star that leads them to Bethlehem, to the new born child, the 
incarnate Wisdom of God. The gospel does not stipulate how many 
wise ones or magi come to pay homage to the child who has already 
been named in the text as Emmanuel, God-with-us. There is no 
indication in the story as to whether they are men or women or both. 
The three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh have traditionally been 
associated with three different characters, usually kings, of different 
tribes or peoples. These strangers are the first to recognise “God-with-
us” in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. They also come to recognise 
in a dream the duplicity of Herod, who senses a threat to his political 
power from the birth of a new-born king of the Jews. They have the 
good sense not to accede to Herod’s request to bring him word of the 
newborn king. They return home “by another road”. 
 
The story-teller Matthew leaves room in the tableau for the insertion 
of the wise ones who will emerge through the ages. We are invited to 
enter into Matthew’s drama, to be the wise ones, to join with people of 
different cultures, to engage in our own search for Wisdom, and to 
follow the star that leads to truth and lasting peace. We are also invited 
to be wary of those, like Herod, who find their positions threatened by 
a different sort of power, power based on vulnerability and openness 
to new life. 
 
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 7 – 13 January 2019 
 

Monday:        9.00am……....Liturgy of the Word
 7.00pm…………………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 2.00pm……………..Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm……....Liturgy of the Word 
  

Tue to Sat     7.00am…..…… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am……....Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am………………Open Door 
 1.00pm…………...Music Planning 
   

Friday     11.00am…..…………………Mass   

The Baptism of the Lord – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
 Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, 
Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, 
Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick 
McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, 
Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-
Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, 
Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian 
Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, 
Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge. 
 

Recently Deceased: Mary James, Michael 
O’Brien (Ireland) 

Baptisms:   
On Sunday 6 January 2019 we welcome into our 
Church Community Sophia Claire Green 
daughter of Hayden and Katie Green. 
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Gathering:     We Three Kings of Orient are   
We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we travel afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

O Star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to the Perfect Light 
 

Born a babe on Bethlehem's plain  

Gold we bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign 
Copyright 1995 by NLMC Publications and GIA Publications.  All Rights Reserved. Used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e  
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:  Lord, Every Nation Will Adore You            C Smith  
  

Response: Lord, every nation will adore you 
O God give your judgement to the king,  

To a king’s son your justice,  
That he may judge your people in justice 
And your poor in right judgement. 
 

In his days justice shall flourish 

And peace till the moon fails.  He shall rule from sea to sea, 
From the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 

The kings shall pay him tribute.  
From Seba and Sheba they will bring him gifts.   

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
All nations shall come to serve him. 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
And the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 
And save the lives of the poor. 
© 1972 Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Let the Light of Christ shine on us. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim your 

death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Communion:    Christ Be Our Light   B Farrell 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness,    

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people,    
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today. 
  

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 
 

Longing for shelter, people are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone. 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.    

Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 
© 1993 Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Let There Be Peace on Earth S Miller & J Jackson 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, we are family: 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment 
In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
© 1995 Renewed 1983 Jan-Lee Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Recessional:   Joy to the World                             I. Watts 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come;  
Let earth receive her King:   
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing; and heav’n and nature sing; 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world!  The Saviour reigns 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy; 
Repeat the sounding joy! repeat! Repeat, the sounding joy!  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Copyright 1992 Willow Connection Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 

                
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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