
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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The Baptism of the Lord, Year C: 12 - 13 January, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board…………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

Today’s celebration of the baptism of Jesus marks the end of the 
Christmas Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time. The liturgy of 
the Christmas season invited us to reflect on and to experience the 
various comings of Christ in our world. It invited us to open ourselves 
to the action of God’s grace at work in our encounters with the living 
Christ. The readings from Luke’s gospel led us from the story of the 
birth of Jesus to the story of his personal decision at age twelve to 
remain in God’s house, the Jerusalem Temple, listening to the 
teachers of the Law and astonishing them with his answers to their 
questions.  
 
Now, as an adult and along with “all the people”, Jesus receives John’s 
water baptism. The crowds are wondering if John the Baptiser is the 
Christ/Messiah, God’s anointed one. John points the people away 
from himself and towards Jesus who “will baptise …with the Holy Spirit 
and fire”. Did Jesus also engage in a ministry of baptising the people 
“for the forgiveness of sins” or is John’s reference to Jesus’ activity of 
baptising with the Holy Spirit and fire a metaphor for the distinctive 
features of his future gospel ministry? It could well be both. As already 
noted in the reflection for the third Sunday of Advent, the three 
instruments of God’s saving and purifying action for the Essene 
community at Qumran were fire, water and “a holy Spirit”. In Luke’s 
second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, the presence of the Holy 
Spirit is marked by tongues of fire. Fire is a powerful symbol that 
functions as a threat on the one hand and as a source of energy and 
light on the other.  
 
The gospel reading tells us that Jesus is God’s Chosen One, the 
Beloved, on whom God’s Spirit rests. In light of the first reading from 
Isaiah 42, the voice of God in the baptism scene commissions Jesus 
to bring forth justice, sensitively and without fanfare; to be a light to the 
peoples; to open the eyes of the blind and to set the captives free. 
Those baptised into Christ through the ages are baptised “with the 
Holy Spirit and fire” and are called to the same mission as Jesus and 
the same sensitive approach to that mission. The fire in our hearts 
sometimes flickers in the face of life’s challenges. We are sometimes 
guilty of crushing “the bruised reed” or extinguishing the flickering 
flame of hope. As we move into Ordinary Time with its often 
extraordinary demands, we might think about stirring the embers and 
fanning the flame of God’s love so that justice might prevail in our 
world and for our planet-justice without violence, if not without pain.  
 
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 
 

Parish Diary: 14 - 20 January 2019 
 

Monday:        9.00am…….......................Mass
 7.00pm………………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 5.30pm……………..…....Mass 
  

Tue to Sat     7.00am…..… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…....Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……………Open Door 
 

Thursday 10.30am…..…Emmaus Prayer 
   

Friday     9.00am…..………………Mass   

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 62:1-5 
 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 John 2:1-11 
  
PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry 
Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark 
Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, 
Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, 
Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille 
Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita 
Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, 
Paul Turner, Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted 
Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie 
O’Keeffe, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge. 
Anniversary of Death: Ian Steger 
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Gathering:  Every Valley                       B Dufford SJ 
 

Ev’ry valley shall be exalted 
And ev’ry hill made low. 
And all God’s people shall see together 
The glory of the Lord! 
 

Stand upon the mountain top; 
Lift up your voice to the world. 
Sing joyfully Jerusalem; 
Behold, behold your God. 
© 1970 Robert J Dufford SJ: All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:  Bless the Lord my Soul                   C Smith  
   

Response:  Bless the lord, my soul.  O bless the Lord. 
Lord God, how great you are! 
Clothed in majesty and glory, 
Wrapped in light as in a robe, 

Like a tent, you stretch out the heavens. 
 

Above the rains you build your dwelling, 
You make the clouds your chariots, 
You make the winds your messengers, 

And flashing fire your servants. 
 

How many are your works O Lord? 
In wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches, 

All living things great and small. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, 
Returning to dust whence they came. 
You send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

And you renew the face of the earth. 
© 1972 Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Spirit of God, fill us with your life. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion:    Like A Shepherd                   B Dufford 

 

Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
And gathers the lambs in his arms, 
Holding them carefully close to his heart, 
Leading them home. 
 

Say to the cities of Judah: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’ 
Go to the mountain top, lift your voice: 
“Jerusalem, here is your God.” 
 

I myself will shepherd them, 

For others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds 
And pasture them, giving them rest. 

 

Come unto me 

If you are heavily burdened, 
And take my yoke upon your shoulders. 
I will give you rest. 
© 1976 Robert J Dufford SJ & New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: I Found the Treasure        D Schutte 
 

Lord, to whom can I go? 
You alone speak the words of life. 
You alone on the earth or in heaven above 
Are my saviour and my Lord. 
 

I found the treasure in a field, 
That neither time nor death can steal. 
I will sell what I have, give all that I am, 
To hold this treasure as my own. 
 

Jesus, Lord of my life, 
I can ask for nothing more 
Than to see and believe that my life lies in you, 
In the kingdom of my Lord. 
© 1985Daniel L Schutte & New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
#A-62451e 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Recessional:   We Are Called           D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 
We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God! 
 

Sing! Sing a new song! 
Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other 
As sisters and brothers united in love! 
© 1988 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
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