
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 26 - 27 January, 2019 

Readings: Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-30; Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 
 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

The liturgy for today juxtaposes the introductory verses of Luke’s 
gospel and a passage from the beginning of Jesus’ Galilean ministry 
that encapsulates and sets the tone for the whole gospel. If we had no 
other part of Luke’s gospel than these twelve verses, we would know 
a great deal about the gospel and its author’s intentions.  
 

From the first four verses, we know that Luke is not an eyewitness to 
the life and ministry of Jesus but is endeavouring to provide an orderly 
account on the basis of reliable eyewitness accounts handed down to 
the community by “servants” or ministers of the word. We know that 
Luke’s is one of many and not just four gospels. We also learn that the 
gospel is carefully researched and addressed to a person of influence 
called Theophilus, a name that means “lover of God” or “beloved of 
God”. We might guess that Theophilus is Luke’s patron, someone who 
provides the necessary funds to produce this work. He is possibly the 
early equivalent of an RCIA candidate, one seeking to become a full 
member of the worshipping community. We know from the 
grammatical construction that the author is male. And most 
importantly, we know that Luke sets out to place on a firm foundation 
the teaching that Theophilus has received about Jesus. The word 
translated as “truth” (asphaleia) in our lectionary can also means 
“certainty” or “assurance”. Our English word “ashphalt” is derived from 
the Greek asphaleia. Luke wants the gospel message to be well 
grounded.  
 

When we turn to Luke 4:14-21, we find a dramatic scene set in the 
Nazareth synagogue. This programmatic scene sets the tone for the 
whole gospel. Luke’s gospel story is about the release that comes 
from the gracious and expansive love of God mediated through God’s 
anointed and Spirit-filled prophet. Every significant event in Luke is 
powered by the Spirit of God. This event is no exception. The Spirit-
filled Jesus searches out and proclaims a passage from the prophet 
Isaiah, a combination of Isaiah 61:1-2 and 58:9. He then points to his 
own mission as a fulfilment of the Isaian prophecy. Jesus thus 
presents himself as the Spirit-filled anointed one of God who brings 
good news to the destitute or homeless poor, release to captives, sight 
to the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. The Greek word 
translated as “oppressed” literally means “shattered”. It evokes 
images of asylum seekers in detention centres and of the hundreds of 
thousands displaced by war or persecution. It evokes the pain of the 
Earth itself and the other-than-human inhabitants of our planet 
suffering the effects of climate change and ecological destruction. If 
the gospel message is to be well-grounded in our times, the “destitute” 
and “shattered” of our Earth community must find the “release” of 
which the gospel speaks.  
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 28/01 – 03/02/2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am…....Faith Education 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 6.00pm……….PPC Agenda 
  

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……..…Open Door 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 

Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 
 1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13 
 Luke 4:21-30 
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 January/February 2019 
3 February – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
11 February – Care & Concern/Consolation Meetings 
11 February – Finance Committee Meeting 
21 February – Social Justice Meeting 
25 February - Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

Tai Chi for Health: 
On 24 January 2019, Tai Chi for Health Classes for Seniors 
will commence in the Hall.  Classes are being held on 
Thursdays from 9.30 to 10.30am. A flyer with further 
information is on display on the noticeboard in the Church or 
you can contact Juanita on 0472 526 745. 
 

Christmas Collection: 
The recent Christmas Collection raised a total of $4350.00.  
Half of this went to our local St Vincent de Paul Conference to 
support their assistance to those in need in our area.  
Members of the local conference have asked that their thanks 

to all donors to the Christmas Collection be noted here in the 
Newsletter.  The other half of the collection went to the Bishop 
and will assist projects for women impacted by the many 
years of war that wracked Sri Lanka.   
 

Columban Calendars: 
Columban calendars are still available in the Church Foyer.  
 

Manger Collection: 
Our Advent Manger Collection raised $1,680.80 for Rosies.  

This money enables Rosies to support people who are 
marginalised within our community, especially those who are 
homeless, at risk of homelessness or simply lonely.  95% of 
their work is funded through donations so your generosity is 
very much appreciated by Rosies.  Thank you for your support 
of this very worthwhile cause. 
 

Little Black Books: 
The Little Black Books will be available in the Church Foyer 
next week. Cost is $5. 
 

Lenten Program 2019 - Trust 
This year the Lenten program is titled ‘Trust’.  The books for 
Lenten Groups will be available from the Parish Office next 
week. Cost is $8. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

Updating your will?  
Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? 
The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 
and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 

circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Confessions at St Patricks Cathedral: 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available between 9.00am 
and 10.00am at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday mornings. 
 

Cent Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding their first 
Fundraiser for 2019 in February. It will be held at ALL 
SEASONS FUNCTION HALL, cnr North and Tor Sts 
Toowoomba on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9.  Doors will open at 
12.30pm for a 1.30pm start.  Prizes on offer are of an 
excellent standard and include generous meat and fruit trays 
and quality goods.   For an entry fee of $5, you will receive a 

Free sheet of tickets, a Lucky Door ticket and a Buffet 
Afternoon Tea.  All proceeds go to Charity.  Sisters can be 
contacted on 46321818. 
 
 
 

 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
Monday 11th February Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, healing 
mass and individual blessing of Blessed Sacrament.  Bus 

departs Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For 
bookings contact Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 

beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

Position Vacant – Admin Assistant, Diocesan Finance 

Office 
This position is full time (38 hours per week) in the Finance 
and Administration Office of the Catholic Diocese of 
Toowoomba. Applications close 5:00pm 4/2/19. A Position 
Description is available by phoning 4632 7589 or by email to 
admin@twb.catholic.org.au 
 

Breakfast and Prayer for City Women: 
Date: 2/2/19 
Time: 7:45-9:30am 
Location: Salvation Army, West St Toowoomba 
Women from Toowoomba and surrounding communities are 
invited to come together to share breakfast and inter-church 
prayer.  See flyer on notice board for details and contacts. 
 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle 
Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, 
Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene 
Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, 
Paul Turner, Hedy Marshall, Megan Ford, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian 
Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie 
O’Keeffe, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter Webster. 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr W.Hall; Rev Fr W Behm, Rev Fr H 
Crowe 
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As we pause to remember Australia Day this weekend, the following article which was written by Dr Mark 

Copland, former Executive Director of the Toowoomba Diocese Social Justice Commission, and which 

was published in our local paper, The Chronicle, on Tuesday January 22 2019, is offered for your reflection.   

We are being invited and challenged to be part of a society built on justice and compassion, particularly 

for the first peoples of our land: 

Call for Change of Heart 
 

The reasons that Toowoomba City Council fully endorsed a move to change the date of Australia Day away from 
January 26 in 2001 have not changed. 
 
I suspect we would be living in a completely different universe should the current Toowoomba Regional Council 
back such a move in 2019, but this does not change the motives or reality that brought about such a move as we 
started the 21st century. 
 
The founder of Toowoomba’s Australia Day committee, the late Bill O’Brien called for a change from January 26 
for two reasons.  These involved accuracy and respect.  In terms of accuracy Mr O’Brien highlighted the fact that 
Australia did not become a nation on January 26, 1788.  It was instead, January 1, 1901, the date of Federation. 
 
The second point which the Toowoomba City Council of the day agreed with was that the day held little joy for the 
descendants of our First Peoples. 
 
Mr O’Brien was quoted in The Chronicle on January 25, 2003 with words that I feel bear repeating. 
 
“We are celebrating a date that is offensive to the Aborigines and will continue to be that, which we fully understand.  
To change the date is not simply a nice thought; it is an essential action in the interest of truth, fairness and 
goodwill.  This young nation has undertaken wonderful deeds in the interest of peace and goodwill in other lands.  
We have an essential demand on us to be dedicated to national harmony in our own land.  Each step we take, 
each decision we make must be directed to achieving a just and healthy national community.” 
 
The culture warriors of the right have beautifully constructed a straw man debate on January 26.  (There is a 
reference in the article to a cartoon that appeared in The Chronicle on Thursday, 17 January) 
 
It is these fringe dwelling hippies with weird hairdos, nose rings and nothing better to do with their lives who are 
pushing for the change of date.  It is inner city Melbourne, Byron Bay, and Fremantle pushing their “politically 
correct on steroids arguments”. 
 
On the conservative side the Institute of Public Affairs recently released a study showing that 70 percent of 
Australians agreed or strongly agreed that the day should remain January 26.  The Advance Australia organisation 
has grabbed hold of former Labor Leader Mark Latham’s “Save Australia Day” campaign and run with it. 
 
On the progressive side of things, the Australia Institute released a survey last Thursday showing that 56 percent 
of Australians don’t mind which date Australia Day is held. 
 
But wrong question to wrong group of people.  I would confidently assert that if a survey were to be conducted, a 
vast majority of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in this country would favour a date other than January 26 to 
celebrate as a national community. 
 
And please don’t trot out the line that this is symbolism and will not change the life situation for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander citizens.  Of course it won’t.  This day is all about symbolism. 
 
Nobody does symbolism like Aussies.  The current federal government has allocated $48.7 million over four years 
to remember the 250th anniversary of James Cook’s voyage to this continent.   It is estimated that we will spend 
$1.1 billion on war memorials between 2014 and 2028. 
 
Let’s at least be honest with ourselves and acknowledge that even though we know that January 26 causes pain 
for a significant proportion of the descendants of the first Australians, we will not let go. 
 
Even though the tradition of mourning and protesting the day goes back to 1938 and the day itself has only been 
gazetted as a public holiday since 1994,we refuse to budge. 
 
I’m not waiting for a change of date when it comes to finally including our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
sisters and brothers, I’m waiting for a change of heart. 



Gathering:  This Day Was Made By The Lord    C Walker 
 

This day was made by the Lord, 
Let us rejoice, let us be glad! 
This day was made by the Lord, 

Let us rejoice in salvation. 
 

CANTOR: I thank you, your love is eternal. 
 You have given me life. 
ALL: You have given me life. 

 I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 

CANTOR: Your hand raised me up in triumph. 
 You have given me life. 
ALL: You have given me life. 

 I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
© 1988, 1989, 1990 Christopher Walker OCP Publications All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm: Your words, O Lord, are   C Smith 
 

Response: Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect 
It revives the soul. 
My trust is in the rule of the Lord, 

It gives wisdom to the simple. 
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
They gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 

It gives light to the eyes of all. 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 
Abiding forever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 

And all of them are just. 
 

May the spoken words of my mouth, 
The thoughts of my heart, 
Win favour in your sight, O Lord, 

My rescuer, my rock. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God, empower us with your Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Communion: We Are Many Parts                M Haugen 
 

We are many parts, we are all one body, 
And the gifts we have, we are given to share. 
May the Spirit of love make us One indeed. 
One, the love that we share, One, our hope in despair, 
One, the cross that we bear. 
 
God of all, we look to you:  
We would be your servants true. 
Let us be your love to all the world. 
 
So my pain is pain for you. 
In your joy is my joy, too. 

All is brought together in the Lord. 
 
All you seekers great and small,  
Seek the greatest gift of all. 
If you love, then you will know the Lord. 
©: 1980 GIA.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Reflective Music 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Recessional:   Joyful in Hope:        M Herry 
 

Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we’re on our way. 
Though the road may not be clear, 
We believe, Lord, you are near, 
In the smile and open heart of a friend. 

 
Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we’re on our way. 
There’s sunshine after rain, 
There’s laughter after pain, 
And I am with you always, so rise again. 
©: 1991 Michael Herry FMS.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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