
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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 PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry 
Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark 
Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian 
Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle 
Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene 
Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-

Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros 
Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary 
Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen 
Hansen, Mary James, Fred Berge 

Holy Family, Year C: 29 - 30 December 2018 

Readings: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24; Luke 2:41-52 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ......................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

The time between Christmas and New Year is often family time, a 
good time to think about what family means. For many, it is a challenge 
to juggle the various family commitments. We do our best, and trust 
that everyone will understand the difficult choices that sometimes 
have to be made. It is now three years since the Synod on the Family 
in Rome. So much has happened globally since then that we are in 
danger of letting this significant event pass into history without giving 
it the ongoing attention it deserves. The Pope’s concluding words of 
concern for “difficult cases and wounded families” merit our attention. 
For Pope Francis, the Synod was “about bearing witness to everyone 
that, for the Church, the Gospel continues to be a vital source of 
eternal newness, against all those who would ‘indoctrinate’ it in dead 
stones to be hurled at others.” The pope reasserted his constant 
message that the Church’s “first duty is not to hand down 
condemnations or anathemas, but to proclaim God’s mercy." 
 
Today’s readings invite us to focus on family relationships. At a very 
basic level, we are all “children of God” (1 John 3:1), invited to 
remember the love that God has “lavished on us”. In the gospel 
reading, Luke presents the young Jesus coming with his parents from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem “as usual” for the great feast of Passover. He 
is twelve years of age, capable in that culture of making quite serious 
decisions for himself. He does just that, much to the consternation of 
his parents, who only become aware after a day’s journey that he has 
remained in Jerusalem and has not joined the extended family group 
or synodia for the return journey to Nazareth.  Mary and Joseph are 
not well pleased. They express their concern but fail to understand his 
response: he is primarily God’s child and must follow God’s call first 
and foremost. This does not preclude obedience to his parents. It 
does, however, foreshadow the pain involved in parenting this young 
man whose mission will take him along paths they would never have 
chosen for him. I expect this will sound familiar to parents of young 
adults. 
 
As Luke’s story unfolds, Joseph fades from the picture. Mary lives in 
the reflective way we are all called to live, “storing all these things in 
her heart”. Sometimes God’s call to children is in tension with parents’ 
wishes or hopes. Children are first of all “children of God”. Much as we 
might want to, we cannot hold on to them. We try to understand their 
choices, we do everything we can to nurture their uniqueness, and we 
pray that they too will grow in wisdom and stature and in favour with 
God as responsible members of the whole Earth community. 
 
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 31/12/18 – 06/01/19 
 

Monday:        9.00am………..….…..….....Mass 
 7.00pm…………………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 5.30pm……………………..Mass 
  

Tuesday to    7.00am……… Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
 

Wednesday 9.00am……....Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am………………Open Door 
   

Friday     9.00am…..…………………Mass   

The Epiphany of the Lord – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
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Gathering:     Angels we have heard on High  
 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Public Domain 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:  How Happy are They Are                  C Smith    

Response: How happy are they who dwell in your house,  
O  Lord. 
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord, God of hosts! 

My soul is longing and yearning for the courts of the Lord 
My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
To God the living God. 
 

They are happy who dwell in your house 
Forever singing your praise. 
They are happy whose strength is in you; 

They walk with ever growing strength. 
 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
Give ear O God of Jacob. 
Turn your eyes, O God our shield, 
And look on the face of your anointed. 
© 1972 Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:     Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  

on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
We ponder the mystery of your love, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your death O Lord and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Communion:    Once in royal David’s City     C Alexander 

Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed,  
Where a mother laid her Baby, in a manger for His bed:  
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little Child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven,  
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor and mean, and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood  
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay. 
Christian children all should be kind obedient, good as he. 
 
For He is our childhood's pattern, day by day, like us, he grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless,  
Tears and smiles, like us he knew;  
And he feels for all our sadness,  
And he shares in all our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

Through his own redeeming love;  
For that Child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heav’n above: and he leads his children on, 
To the place where he has gone. 
© 1957 Novello & Co Pty Ltd.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving:       I’ll Be Always Loving You       T Watts 
 

I am here with you by your side, 
Sheltering your heart from the night. 
 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I’ll be always loving you. 
 

I will be your God, your comforter. 
I will hold you close in my heart. 
 

Let me love the world through your heart. 
Let me heal your wounds with my touch. 
 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I’ll be always loving you. 
 

I will be your God, your comforter. 
I will hold you close in my heart. 
 

Let me see the world through your eyes. 
Let forgiveness shine through your smile. 
 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I’ll be always loving you. 
© 1987 Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Recessional:   Joy to the World                                  I. Watts 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King:   
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing; and heav’n and nature sing; 

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world!  The Saviour reigns 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy; 

Repeat the sounding joy! repeat! Repeat, the sounding joy!  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Public Domain 
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