
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Third Sunday of Advent, Year C: 15 - 16 December 2018 

Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ......................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

The third Sunday of Advent used to be called Gaudete (be joyful) 
Sunday. It provided a mid-term break within a period of austerity or 
penance in preparation for Christmas. Advent is no longer celebrated 
as a penitential period, but rather as a reflective time of expectation 
and hope. The invitation to rejoice nonetheless remains part of the 
Advent liturgy. This invitation is certainly present in the first two 
readings: God is in our midst, renewing us in love (Zephaniah) and 
there is no need for worry (Philippians). It is also implicit in the gospel 
reading from Luke with its sense of expectancy and John the Baptist’s 
announcement of the “Good News” of the one who is to come.  
 

There are ethical demands in the time of waiting. Three times John is 
asked, “What must we do?” In line with Luke’s emphasis on the 
universality of God’s saving power, the responses are directed to “all 
the people”. Those with even minimal food (something to eat) and 
clothing (two tunics) are told to share. Tax agents, caught up in a 
system notoriously open to abuse, are to be honest. Soldiers are given 
three directives that provide some insight into the way the military was 
perceived: no extortion, no blackmail, and no complaints about wages. 
The third directive probably derives from the fact that soldiers were 
better off financially than most others. It is in no sense a prohibition on 
demands for just wages.  
 

John situates himself in relation to Jesus, the anointed agent of God’s 
liberation. John’s portrait presents someone more fiery than the Lukan 
Jesus turns out to be. It is more like a self-portrait, especially in light 
of the context that has John addressing the crowds who flock to him 
as a “brood of vipers” or “children of snakes” (Luke 3:7). In contrast 
with John’s water-baptism “for the forgiveness of sins”, Jesus will 
“baptise” with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire, as we well know in this dry 
land of ours, is a challenging symbol, both friend and foe. In the first-
century Manual of Discipline from the Qumran community by the Dead 
Sea, water, refining by fire, and “a holy Spirit” are listed together as 
the instruments of God’s saving and purifying action.  
 

John, who may have been a member of the Qumran community, 
presents his own role as preparatory to that of Jesus, the Spirit-filled, 
powerful and enduring agent of God’s refining and purifying work in 
the world.  We know our own ongoing need for a “baptism” with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. We prepare the way by doing what we must: 
sharing our goods, treating others with dignity, justice and forgiveness 
as well as responding to the cry of the earth. The question “What then 
must we do?” is one that we might ask ourselves each day in the face 
of a changing world order.  
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 17 - 23 December 2018 
 

Monday:        9.00am………..….…..….....Mass 
 7.00pm……………..….St V de P 
 

Tuesday to    7.00am………. Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
   

Tuesday: 5.30pm……….…………….Mass 
 7.00pm……Revenue Committee 
   

Wednesday 9.00am …….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……………..Open Door 
 7.00pm…………..Choir Practice 
  

Friday     9.00am…..…………………Mass   

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Micah 5:1-4 
 Hebrews 10:5-10 
 Luke 1:39-44 
 

Rejoice 
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 December/January 2018/2019 
27/28 December – Office closed 
29 January – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

Christmas Mass Roster: 
The Roster for Mass Coordinators, Welcomers, Altar Servers. 
Readers and Communion Ministers for Christmas Masses is 
now available in the Church foyer.  Please indicate on the 
roster your availability for these positions. 
 

Manger Collection:  
The Manger is in the centre aisle of the church for those who 
wish to make a monetary gift as part of their Christmas 
sharing. The beneficiary of this year’s collection is Rosies: 
Friends on the Street. 
 

2019 Rosters: 
The new Church roster is displayed in the Church foyer and 
there are also copies available for pick up.  If you have not 
been included and would like to participate, please contact 
the Parish Office. 
 

Choir Practice – Christmas 2018: 
Choir practice for Christmas will continue as follows: 
Wednesday 19 December at 7.00pm in the Church.  If you 
can sing and will be here for Christmas, please join us!   
 

Annual Working Bee:  
Sunday 16 December from 11.am till lunch at 1.00pm.  The 
Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the Church 
building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and an 
outside scrub and garden make-over helps with the sparkle 
of Christmas.  It’s a good way to meet other parishioners. 
 

Christmas Mass Times: 
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm     
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

Flower Roster for Church: 
Due to one of the members being unable to continue to do 
flower arranging in the Church for the weekend Masses, the 
group are looking for a new team member.  If you are able 
to fill this spot, please contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555, 
or Carmel Macdermott on 4613 6366. 
 

Plenary Council Matters: 
Forms are still available in the Church foyer.  Forms can be 
returned to the Parish Leader at weekend Masses or to the 
Parish Office or put in the wall slot outside the Parish Office if 
the office is unattended.  In the foyer, also, there are small 

cards that have details such as postal address, email address 
and website for those who would like to respond directly to 
the Plenary Council Coordinating Group 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Tree: 

The Christmas Tree remains set up in the Church Foyer with 
tags nominating individual gifts to be included in the 
Christmas Hampers.  When placing the gift under the tree, 
please ensure that the tag is attached so it can be placed in 
the appropriate hamper.  Gifts need to be placed by 
Wednesday 19 December. 
 

Baptisms:   
On Sunday 16 December 2018 we welcome into our Church 
Community Georgia Grace Carey daughter of Eoin and 
Elizabeth Carey. 
 

Updating your will?   
Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the 
personal and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us 
will revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greetings from Joan and Arthur Bateman: 
Joan and Arthur send greetings to all their friends at St. 

Thomas More’s.  They have settled into their new home and 
are keeping well.  They hold loving memories of their 30-year 
involvement in our community and still miss the friendship 
and support they received here. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

New to the Parish:   

If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the 
book provided in the foyer and you will be provided with 
information regarding the groups and activities you may wish 
to be part of.  If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving 
Program, please contact the Parish Office 46359555. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make 
your needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow 
up to arrange suitable transport. 
 
Tai Chi for Health: 
On 24 January 2019, Tai Chi for Health Classes for Seniors 
will commence in the Hall.  Classes are being held on 
Thursdays from 1.00 to 2.00pm. A flyer with further 
information is on display on the noticeboard in the Church or 

contact Juanita on 0472 526 745. 
 
   

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Are You Planning a Trip to Sydney in January? 
Why not stay at Mary MacKillop Place, in the heart of North 
Sydney! 30 minutes from the Airport, close to Ferries, Trains, 
Sydney Harbour foreshore, Opera House and more! for 
Accommodation Enquiries please call 02 89124800 or see flyer 
on the Church notice board. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle 
Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, 
Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene 
Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, 

Paul Turner, Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary 
Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, 
Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen Hansen, Mary James. 
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Gathering:  Song of God’s People      M Browne 
 

Let the trumpet sound,  
let the music play,  
let the song of God’s people be heard, 
and let the praise of God resound 
throughout heaven and earth. 
 

People of God sing out your praise, 
Sing of the glory of our God, 
Lift up your voice and let your praise be heard. 
© EMM: All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Introductory Rite: Sing out Earth and Skies       M Haugen 
Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you! 
© 1985, GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Psalm: Lord you are the God of my salvation:    G Norbett 

 

Lord you are the God of my Salvation, 

I trust in you and have no fear. 
I sing of the joy which your love gives to me 
And I draw deeply from the springs  
Of your great kindness. 
 

Open our eyes  
To the wonder of this moment 
The beginning of another day. 
 

Be with us, Lord,  
As we break through with each other 
To find the truth and beauty of each friend. 
 

When ev’ning comes and our day of toil is over 
Give us rest, O Lord, in the joy of many friends. 
 

Take us beyond the vision of this day to  
The deep and wide ways of your infinite 
Love and life. 
© 1972 Benedictine Foundation. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany                                                   B Farrell 

Cantor:   All: 

Word we long for Alleluia 
Word we thirst for, Maranatha 
Key of David,  Alleluia 
Son of Mary.  Maranatha 
Promised Saviour, Alleluia 
True Messiah,  Maranatha 
Cry of Prophets  Alleluia 
Hope of ages.  Maranatha. 
©1987 Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful:  
God of rejoicing, hear us. 
 

Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your 
Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have 
so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long 
for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, 
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, 
‘Come Lord Jesus!’ Amen.  (Henri J.M. Nouwen) 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
© 2010, Colin D Smith & Paul Mason, Willow Publishing: All rights reserved Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 

Communion:  We Will Rise Again         D Haas 
 

Like a shepherd I will feed you, I will gather you with care. 
I will lead you and hold you close to my heart 

 

We will run and not grow weary 
For our God will be our strength, 
And we will fly like the eagle, we will rise again. 
 

I am strength to the weary, to the weak I am new life. 
Though the young may grow weary, I will be their hope. 
 

Lift up your eyes and see who made the stars. 
I lead you, and I know you, I call you each by name. 
 

Fear not, I am with you; I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, and help you, uphold you with my hand. 
© 1985, David Hass. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
       

Thanksgiving:   You Are Mine                D Haas 
 

I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, 
Be still and know I am here. 
 

I am hope for all who are hopeless, 
I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, 
Come and rest in me. 
 

Do not be afraid, I am with you, 
I have called you each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home: 
I love you and you are mine. 
 

I am strength for all the despairing, 
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, 
And all will know my name. 
 

Do not be afraid, I am with you, 
I have called you each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home: 
I love you and you are mine. 
© 1985 David Hass & OCP Publications, All rights reserved. Used with permission under  

ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: Glory Be to God in Heaven    M Perry (text) 

 

Glory be to God in heaven 
Peace to those who love you well; 
On the earth let all your people 
Speak your grace, your wonders tell: 
Lord, we praise you for your glory, 
Mighty Father, heaven’s king; 
Hear our joyful adoration 

And accept the thanks we bring. 
 

Only Son of God the Father,  
Lamb who takes our sin away, 
Now with God in triumph seated 
For your mercy, Lord, we pray; 

Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 
Saviour, you are God alone 
In the glory of the Father 
With the Spirit:  Three in One! 
© 1982 Jubilate Hymns.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
 
 
 
 

 


	Page 1.pdf (p.1)
	Page 2.pdf (p.2)
	Page 3.pdf (p.3)
	Page 4 FB.pdf (p.4)

