
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Second Sunday of Advent, Year C: 8 - 9 December 2018 

Readings: Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ......................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

Pope Francis has called us to look into our hearts, to let go of all that is 
harsh or cruel and to bring the compassion and mercy of God to our 
troubled planetary home. At the International Conference marking the 
third anniversary of Laudato Si’ (July 2018), he thanked the participants 
for coming together to hear “with their hearts the increasingly desperate 
cries of the earth and its poor.” The Conference title, “Saving our Common 
Home and the Future of Life on Earth” underscores the urgency of the 
call. Our courageous pope is giving extraordinary leadership to the global 
community. 
 
Like Luke, author of the third gospel, Pope Francis recognises that this 
message is for the whole world and not simply for the Church community. 
Luke situates his gospel drama on a national and international stage and 
in relation to global events. He wants to insist that religion is no private 
affair and that the story of the movement around Jesus of Nazareth is no 
ordinary, everyday story. It is rather a story with momentous political and 
religious significance. Luke is strong on dramatic impact and less 
concerned about the facts. He situates events in the “pontificate of Annas 
and Caiaphas”, implying that there were two high priests at the same time. 
In fact, Caiaphas succeeded his father-in-law Annas as high priest, even 
if the influence of the latter persisted into Caiaphas’ pontificate.  
 
Luke presents John the son of Zechariah as a prophet in the long line of 
prophets that culminates in the appearance of Jesus of Nazareth on the 
global stage. Jesus is the one who truly brings the salvation of our God. 
It is worth noting that prophecy in Luke is not reserved to the male 
characters. With the shift from private to public space in Luke 3, however, 
women prophets who featured prominently in the earlier chapters 
(Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna) now disappear from the narrative.  
 
Luke 3:1-6 contains some of Luke’s favourite themes: prophecy and its 
fulfilment; the word of God; reversal of expectations; conversion or 
repentance; proclaiming the good news; forgiveness of sins; salvation. As 
in Israel’s past, the wilderness or desert is the locus of God’s revelation. 
The prophet John calls on the people of the region around the Jordan 
River to turn their hearts and their lives around, to accept “a baptism of 
metanoia or conversion for the forgiveness of sins’.  
 
We might listen to the Isaiah citation that follows (“Prepare the way…”) 
against the backdrop of the first reading from the prophet Baruch. God’s 
way involves putting on the “cloak of integrity” or “robe of righteousness” 
and allowing God to provide an escort of mercy/works of mercy 
(eleēmosunē) and integrity/right relationship (dikaiosunē). If we take 
seriously the call to live the gospel, we shall surely search for ways to 
heal the broken relationships within our ailing planet.  
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 10 - 16 December 2018 
 

Monday:        9.00am………..….…..….....Mass 
 7.00pm……………..….St V de P 
 

Tuesday to    7.00am………. Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
   

Tuesday: 9.00am……2nd Rite of Penance 
 2.00pm……………Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm……….…………….Mass 
 7.00pm……2nd Rite of Penance 
   

Wednesday 9.00am …….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……………..Open Door 
 7.00pm…………..Choir Practice 
 

Thursday  7.00pm……….……Social Justice 
   

Friday     9.00am…..………Anointing Mass   

Third Sunday of Advent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 Philippians 4:4-7 
 Luke 3:10-18 
 

Prepare 
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 December 2018 
11 December – Communal Rite of Penance 
14 December – Anointing Mass 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

Manger Collection:  
The Manger is in the centre aisle of the church for those who 
wish to make a monetary gift as part of their Christmas 
sharing.   More information on Page 3 about the beneficiary 
of this year’s collection, Rosies: Friends on the Street. 
 

2019 Rosters: 
The new Church roster is displayed in the Church foyer and 
there are also copies available for pick up.  If you have not 
been included and would like to participate, please contact 
the Parish Office. 
 

Choir Practice – Christmas 2018: 
Choir practice for Christmas will continue as follows: 
Wednesday 12 and 19 December at 7.00pm in the Church.  If 
you can sing and will be here for Christmas, please join us!   
 

Craft Stall: 
Looking for something special to give your loved ones this 
Christmas? The Parish sewing group might have just the thing 
you are after. Their lovingly handcrafted goods will be 
available for sale in the foyer this weekend. 
 

Children wanted for our Christmas Play: 
We still welcome children to be involved in our Christmas Play 
at the 6.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  There will be three 30-
minute rehearsals on Mondays 10, 17 and 24 December.  For 
more details, please contact Michael, our Parish Leader, on 
0407 804 461 or Mary Taylor on 0418 987 195. 
 

Communal Rite of Penance:  
This year the rite will be available twice on Tuesday 11 
December, at 9.00am and at 7.00pm.  
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on 14 December at 9.00am.  
All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to 
assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards 
there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided 
by the Care and Concern Group. 
 

Annual Working Bee:  
Sunday 16 December after the 8.30am Mass till lunch at 
noon.  The Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the 
Church building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and 

an outside scrub and garden make-over helps with the 
sparkle of Christmas.  It’s a good way to meet other 
parishioners. 
 

Flower Roster for Church: 

Due to one of the members being unable to continue to do 
flower arranging in the Church for the weekend Masses, the 
group are looking for a new team member.  If you are able 
to fill this spot, please contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555, 
or Carmel Macdermott on 4613 6366. 
 

Plenary Council Matters: 
Forms are still available in the Church foyer.  Forms can be 
returned to the Parish Leader at weekend Masses or to the 
Parish Office or put in the wall slot outside the Parish Office if 
the office is unattended.  In the foyer, also, there are small 
cards that have details such as postal address, email address 
and website for those who would like to respond directly to 
the Plenary Council Coordinating Group 
 

Christmas Party Dance: 
A Christmas Party Dance will be held in St Thomas More’s Hall 
on Thursday 13 December from 7.00pm to 9.30pm.  The 
event will be hosted by Peter Vernon who holds dancing 
lessons in the hall each Thursday night.  Cost is $5.00 and 
there will be free tea and coffee.  BYO Water and food.  All 
welcome.    

 
   
 
 

Christmas Mass Times: 
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

Fr Richard Leonard SJ 
This weekend in Sydney Fr Richard Leonard celebrates the 
25th Anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.    He 
was ordained by Bishop William Morris on 8 December 1993. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Tree: 
This week the Christmas Tree has been set up in the Church 
Foyer with tags nominating individual gifts to be included in 
the Christmas Hampers.  When placing the gift under the 
tree, please ensure that the tag is attached so it can be placed 

in the appropriate hamper.  Gifts need to be placed by 
Wednesday 19 December. 
 

Updating your will?   
Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 

Parish? The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the 
personal and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us 
will revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the 
book provided in the foyer and you will be provided with 
information regarding the groups and activities you may wish 
to be part of.  If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving 
Program, please contact the Parish Office 46359555. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make 
your needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow 
up to arrange suitable transport. 
   

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo McCormack, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria 
Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, 
Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 

James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen 
Hansen, Mary James. 
Recently Deceased: Sr Bernadette Barlow RSJ 
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When we received an email from Michael last week, we were both delighted and humbled to learn 
that Rosies will be the recipient of the Christmas Manger collection for 2018. With the release of the 
Social Justice Statement ' A Place to Call Home ' it focuses on the issue of homelessness that our 
Rosies volunteers encounter regularly at many outreaches. Your generosity provides us with an 
opportunity to share the Rosies story with our fellow Parishioners, many who are active volunteers.  
We are a not for profit service, non-preaching, non-discriminatory and reach out to people from all 
walks of life and cultural backgrounds. We have over 1200 volunteers outreaching 245 times each 
month in 13 different areas throughout Queensland. Our patrons are Sir Peter Cosgrove and the 
Honourable Leneen Forde. 

The service was established in Rosebud in Victoria in 1975, hence the name “Rosies”. Under the 
direction of one of the priests of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, youth of the area who were at risk, 
were provided with a drop-in Centre where they gathered and formed a supportive and positive 
community with their peers. Rosies expanded into Queensland in 1987, supporting youth and 
operating as part of the Schoolies Safety Response Program. It was while Rosies volunteers were 
engaging with the youth that they noticed an increasing number of homeless and disadvantaged 
gathering around the designated safe area. The service was then extended to embrace all in need 
- homeless, disadvantaged, marginalised or just lonely. In some Centres, in addition to street 
outreaches, Rosies endeavours to meet the greatest needs within the community offering support 
in the courts, detention centres and prisons. 

Our street outreach offers unconditional acceptance and friendship to all. A sense of belonging 
where our patrons know that they will be welcomed and treated with dignity and respect as we share 
time together. It doesn't matter how rugged the individual, we all yearn for human contact and 
belonging, for friends who are willing to share our journey.  This enables us to provide our patrons 
with friendship and the necessities of life – a back pack bed, blankets, food and personal care items.  
Everything that is donated to Rosies is gifted to our friends on the street to assist in making their life 
a little more comfortable. It is often the small acts of kindness and the knowledge that others care 
that restores faith and hope to their world.  

In Toowoomba, we outreach in a different park three times each week.  Although we never ask 
questions about our patron’s situation, many stories are often shared at outreach and we are given 
an opportunity to provide information about the support available in our own community. We are 
blessed to have support from many of our schools and community groups and during 2016-17 we 
were privileged to share friendship and provide 9266 meals to those who attended our outreaches.   

It is the compassion of Mother Theresa that challenges us to consider the plight of those less 
fortunate –  

 

“We think that poverty is being without a home, food and money, 

but real poverty in our world, is being unloved, unwanted and uncared for.” 

 

Our Rosies vision is to provide friendship and a sense of belonging for all!                                                                        

Thank you for your ongoing support and sharing this vision. It is only together that we make a 

difference! 
(Reflection courtesy of Fay and Jim Stein – Branch Coordinators for Rosies Toowoomba) 

St Thomas Mores Advent Manger Collection 2018 -  Rosies:  Friends on the Street 



Gathering:  Every Valley                       B Dufford SJ 
 

Every valley shall be exalted 
And every hill made low. 
And all God’s people shall see together 
The glory of the Lord! 
 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway, 
A highway for our God.’ 
© 1970 Robert J Dufford SJ: All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Introductory Rite: Sing out Earth and Skies       M Haugen 
Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you! 
© 1985, GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

Psalm: The Lord has done great things for us        C Smith    
4 

Response: The Lord has done great things for us and  
we are filled with joy 
 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
To us it seemed a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

And on our lips were joyful songs. 
 

The heathens themselves said: “What marvels 
The Lord has worked for them!” 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Yes, indeed our hearts were glad. 
 

Deliver us, O Lord from our bondage 
As streams in dry land. 
Those who sow in years 
Will sing when they reap. 
 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
Carrying seed for the sowing. 
They come back, they come back, full of song, 
Bearing their sheaves on high in joy. 
© 1990 Willow Connection. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany                                                   B Farrell 

Cantor:   All: 

Word of healing,  Alleluia 
Heal our sorrow . Maranatha 

Word of comfort, Alleluia 
Bring us hope now. Maranatha 
Word of gladness, Alleluia 
Fill our hearts now Maranatha 
Word of wisdom, Alleluia 
Come renew us.  Maranatha. 
©1987 Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  

on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
May your justice flourish, O God. 
 

Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your 
Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have 
so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long 
for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, 
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, 
‘Come Lord Jesus!’ Amen.  (Henri J.M. Nouwen) 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
© 2010, Colin D Smith & Paul Mason, Willow Publishing: All rights reserved Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 

Communion:  Praise To You, O Christ B. Farrell 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
You are the Word who leads us into light; 
You are the Word who brings us through the desert: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the one whom prophets hoped and longed for; 
You are the one who speaks to us today; 
You are the one who leads us to our future: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us to be servants; 
You are the Word whose only law is love; 
You are the Word-made-flesh who lives among us: 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who binds us and unites us; 
You are the Word who calls us to be one; 
You are the Word who teaches us forgiveness: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
© 1986, Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
       

Thanksgiving: As the Deer Longs   B Hurd 

 

As the deer longs for running streams, 
So I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
 

Athirst my soul for you, the God who is my life! 
When shall I see, when shall I see, see the face of God! 
 

Echoes meet as deep is calling unto deep 
Over my head, all your mighty waters, sweeping over me. 
 

Defend me, God, Send forth your light and your truth. 
They will lead me to your holy mountain, 
To your dwelling place. 
© 1988 Bob Hurd & OCP Publications, All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: A Voice in the Wilderness     C Robinson 

 

A voice in the wilderness calls to prepare,  
For we are standing on the edge of changes. 
Across the desert sand and the mountain high, 
The Lord is coming! Make your way! 
 

I will hear what the Lord will say; 
A voice of peace for all his people. 
His voice is never far for those 
who know his glory dwelling in our land. 
 

Faithfulness and mercy have met; 
Peace and justice have embraced here. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
And justice look down from the sky. 
© 1990 Chris Robinson Willow Connection.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
#A-62451e 
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
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