
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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First Sunday of Advent, Year C: 1 - 2 December 2018 

Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12 – 4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 
 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:.......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ......................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

Today’s gospel passage, with its vivid description of the end-time signs, 
may seem a strange choice of reading for Advent and the beginning of 
the Church year. Its depiction of global devastation has a particular 
resonance in a post-industrial world faced with the effects of climate 
change. Some may be tempted to interpret “apocalyptic” events of today 
as the judgement of an interventionist God. This is far from the truth. Our 
mindless exploitation of planetary resources has brought its own 
judgement and we must struggle together to save our planet from further 
destruction.  
 

Advent and Christmas are about the coming “in power and great glory” of 
the One who brings the liberation of God. The earliest Christians believed 
that Jesus would soon return and bring everything to completion. Some 
decades after Jesus’ death, Luke’s community had come to realize that 
the “final” coming of Christ was not just around the corner as they had 
expected. They needed to be reminded that a delayed return was no 
excuse for lack of vigilance. Luke warns against activities and attitudes 
that de-sensitize the heart or the human spirit.  
 

For Luke, an attentive heart and constant prayer for the strength to 
withstand whatever comes is the proper stance for the Christian believer. 
An attentive heart will be attuned to the cry of the earth and the cry of the 
poor. The image of Jesus coming on the clouds belongs within an ancient 
understanding of the structure of the world in which God and God’s 
heavenly court are located in the heavens above. It might function in our 
times as a reminder that the Incarnation, “God’s becoming material” (Karl 
Rahner), is an ongoing cosmic event, not just a once-off event limited to 
one place and one time.  
 

We might do well to read this gospel passage against the backdrop of 
today’s first reading from Jeremiah that looks to the fulfillment of God’s 
promise of the “virtuous branch for David”. The organic metaphor of the 
branch reminds us of the interconnectedness of God’s people and of all 
being across the ages. The virtue of the expected descendant of David 
finds expression in honesty and integrity, literally “justice and 
righteousness/right relationship”. Justice in the Hebrew tradition is about 
redress in the law courts for the most vulnerable. Righteousness is about 
right relationships as well as the equitable sharing and proper use of 
Earth’s resources. Justice and righteousness are two sides of the one 
coin. Where they are absent, there is no liberation. Our prayer and 
practical action this Advent might embrace the plight of the earth itself and 
the concerns of those who yearn for liberation from various forms of 
oppression. We might remember those seeking asylum among us and 
those who have been granted refugee status yet still await the justice of 

resettlement. Our Advent could make a difference to their Christmas. 
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 
 

Parish Diary: 3 – 9 December 2018 
 

Monday:        8.45am………….…Men’s Group 
 9.00am………..….…..….....Mass 
 7.00pm…………..Parish Council 
 7.00pm……………..….St V de P 
 

Tuesday to    7.00am………. Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am…………Faith Education 
 5.30pm……….…………….Mass 
   

Wednesday 9.00am …….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……………..Open Door 
 7.00pm…………..Choir Practice 
   

Friday     11.00am…..………School Mass 
             (No 9 am Mass) 
      

Second Sunday of Advent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Baruch 5:1-9 
 Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
 Luke 3:1-6 
 

Be Awake 
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 December 2018 
3 December – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
3 December – Men’s Group 
11 December – Communal Rite of Penance 
14 December – Anointing Mass 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          

End of Year School Mass: 
On Friday 7 December the end of year School Mass will be 
held in the Sports Centre at the School at 11.00am.  
There will be no 9.00am Parish Mass on that Day but all are 
invited to the 11.00am Mass. 
 

Manger Collection:  
From this weekend the Manger is in the centre aisle of the 
church for those who wish to make a monetary gift as part of 
their Christmas sharing.   More information on Page 3 about 
the beneficiary of this year’s collection. 
 

2019 Rosters: 
The new rosters come into effect this weekend.  Church roster 
is displayed in the Church foyer and there are also copies 
available for pick up.  If you have not been included and 
would like to participate, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Choir Practice – Christmas 2018: 
Choir practice for Christmas will be held as follows: 
Wednesday 5, 12 and 19 December at 7.00pm in the Church.  
If you can sing and will be here for Christmas, please join us!   
 

Craft Stall: 
Looking for something special to give your loved ones this 
Christmas? The Parish sewing group might have just the thing 
you are after. Their lovingly handcrafted goods will be 
available for sale in the foyer on the weekend of the 8/9th 

December. 
 

Children wanted for our Christmas Play: 
We are looking for a cast of 8 – 10 children to present our 
Christmas Play at the 6.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  There 
are minimal lines to learn – in some cases none.  Come one! 

Come all!  Initial meeting at 9 am on Saturday 8 December 
in the Church and three 30-minute rehearsals on Mondays 
10, 17 and 24 December.  Please contact Michael, our Parish 
Leader, on 0407 804 461 or Mary Taylor on 0418 987 195. 
 

Communal Rite of Penance:  
This year the rite will be available twice on Tuesday 11 
December, at 9.00am and at 7.00pm.  
 

Anointing Mass: 

Will be held at St Thomas More’s on 14 December at 9.00am.  
All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to 
assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards 
there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided 
by the Care and Concern Group. 
 

Annual Working Bee:  
Sunday 16 December after the 8.30am Mass till lunch at 
noon.  The Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the 
Church building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and 
an outside scrub and garden make-over helps with the 
sparkle of Christmas.  It’s a good way to meet other 
parishioners. 
 

Flower Roster for Church: 
Due to one of our members being unable to do flower 
arranging in the Church, we are looking for a new team 
member to our group.  If you are able to fill this spot, please 
contact the Parish Office or Carmel Macdermott on  
4613 6366. 
 

Plenary Council Matters: 
Forms are still available in the Church foyer.  Forms can be 
returned to the Parish Leader at weekend Masses or to the 
Parish Office or put in the wall slot outside the Parish Office if 
the office is unattended.  In the foyer, also, there are small 

cards that have details such as postal address, email address 
and website for those who would like to respond directly to 
the Plenary Council Coordinating Group.   
 

Christmas Mass Times: 
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

Christmas Party Dance: 
A Christmas Party Dance will be held in St Thomas More’s Hall 
on Thursday 13 December from 7.00pm to 9.30pm.  The 
event will be hosted by Peter Vernon who has dancing in the 
hall each Thursday night.  Cost is $5.00 and there will be free 

tea and coffee.  BYO Water and food.  All welcome.    
 

Updating your will?   
Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the 

personal and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us 
will revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

Baptisms:   
On Sunday 2 December 2018 we welcome into our Church 
Community Sophia Margaret Holcombe daughter of Lance 
and Sally Holcombe. 
   

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Bus Trip Marian Valley: 
On Saturday 8th December, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Bus departs Neil St. outside St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings contact 
Theresa on 45 64 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

Heritage Funerals: 
Heritage Funerals wish to invite all Parishioners/Residents, 
Family & Friends to 'A Christmas Remembrance Service & 
Candle Lighting Ceremony' commencing at 7:00pm on 

Sunday 2 December 2018 at St Theresa’s Parish Centre, cnr 
Campbell & Curzon Sts Toowoomba.  This Ecumenical Service 
is a time to reflect, remember and honour the memory of our 
loved ones and to celebrate the gift of their life to us. The 
service is open to everyone and is designed to be a 
meaningful part of the journey of healing. Refreshments will 
follow. For catering purposes, please RSVP 4634 9946. 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo McCormack, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria 
Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, 
Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Bernie O’Keeffe, Arleen 
Hansen.   
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THE MEANING OF ADVENT: 

We spend a lot of time waiting; for responses to emails, for people to arrive, for celebrations to start. 

Waiting is a part of life and part of whatever it is we wait for. As we wait, we anticipate things that are yet to 

happen, often with a sense of wonder, curiosity and anxiety. 

Advent is a time of spiritual waiting. Like all waiting, it is an active experience in which we consciously enter 

into the images of Advent, into its tradition and its message for today. Advent is a time of transition as a 

new liturgical year arrives, a time to pause and contemplate the preparations needed to enter into the 

profound mystery that we will celebrate at Christmas. Each year we renew the images, retell the stories and 

refresh our memories of the astonishing gift of God who enters our world and our lives in the person of 

Jesus. 

Advent comes from the Latin, adventus, which means "the arrival." The word referred to the arrival of the 

emperor on an official visit to a town, or to his return from a victorious battle. The people would greet the 

king with feasting and exaltation.  

The wait for Christmas will soon be over, but will we be ready for the arrival of our King? 

(Courtesy of John Briffa, Liturgy Officer, Diocese of Toowoomba) 

 

Manger Collection Advent 2018 

This year the focus of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement, entitled “A Place to Call 
Home: Making a Home for Everyone in our Land”, was on the growing issue of homelessness and insecure 
housing here in Australia.  Following discussions in the Parish Social Justice Group and in the Parish Pastoral 
Council, we have decided this year to direct the proceeds of our annual Manger Collection to the work of 
Rosies: Friends on the Street.    Our parish has a strong connection with Rosies here in Toowoomba as a 
number of our parishioners are dedicated volunteers with Rosies. 
 

 
 
The Manger will remain in the centre aisle of the Church for the four weekends of Advent and, as in previous 
years, your generous response to this collection is always deeply appreciated by the recipient organisation(s). 

 

Something to think about:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Courtesy of St Anthony’s Parish 

Facebook Page) 



Gathering:  God of Day and God of Darkness   M Haugen  
God of day and God of darkness, 
Now we stand before the night; 
As the shadows stretch and deepen, 
Come and make our darkness bright. 
All creation still is groaning 

For the dawning of your might, 
When the Sun of peace and justice 
Fills the earth with radiant light. 
 

Still the nations curse the darkness, 

Still the rich oppress the poor; 
Still the earth is bruised and broken 
By the ones who still want more. 
Come and wake us from our sleeping, 
So our hearts cannot ignore, 
All your people lost and broken, 
All your children at our door. 
© 1985 GIA Publications: All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Introductory Rite: Sing out Earth and Skies   M Haugen 

Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you! 
© 1985, GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

Psalm: To You I Lift my Soul O God        C Smith 

 

Response: To you I lift my soul, O God. 
 

O Lord, make me know your ways, 
Lord teach me your paths, 
Teach me to walk in your truth, 
For you are my savior and God. 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who go astray. 
He guides the humble in the right path, 
He teaches his way to all the poor. 
 

His ways are faithfulness and love, 
For those who keep his will and covenant. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him, 
To them he reveals his covenant. 
© 1990 Willow Connection. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany:    B Farrell 
Cantor:   All: 
Word of justice,  Alleluia 
Come to dwell here Maranatha 
Word of mercy,  Alleluia 
Live among us         Maranatha 
Word of Power  Alleluia 
Live within us  Maranatha 
Word of Freedom, Alleluia 
Save your people. Maranatha. 
©1987 Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
We look to your coming, O God. 
 

Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your 
Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have 
so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long 
for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, 
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, 
‘Come Lord Jesus!’ Amen.  (Henri J.M. Nouwen) 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
© 2010, Colin D Smith & Paul Mason, Willow Publishing: All rights reserved Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Communion:  Song of the Body of Christ       D Haas 

We come to share our story, 
We come to break the bread. 

We come to know our rising from the dead. 
 

We come as your people, we come as your own. 
United with each other, love finds a home. 
 

We are called to heal the broken, to be hope for the poor. 
We are called to feed the hungry at our door. 
 

Bread of life and cup of promise, in this meal we all are one. 
In our dying and our rising, may your kingdom come. 
 

You will lead and we shall follow, you will be the breath of life. 
Living water, we are thirsting for your light. 
 

We will live and sing your praises, “Alleluia” is our song. 
May we live in love and peace our whole life long. 
© 1989 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
       

Thanksgiving: People of Peace               C Landry 

To be people of faith in times of doubt 
To be people of hope in times of despair, 
To be people of peace, people of peace,  
O, Lord, Your instruments of peace. 
 

Where we encounter hatred let us bring your love, 
Where hurt has been oppressive, your healing care; 

Wherever there are people who are needing to be free;  
Make your church an instrument of peace. 
 

To heal the broken hearted, to comfort those who mourn; 
To go to those imprisoned bring freedom to the bound; 

To be a light for all who struggle to be free: 
Make your church an instrument of peace. 
© 1985 Carey Landry & OCD Publications, All rights reserved. Used with permission under  
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: God of Day and God Of Darkness     M Haugen 

Show us Christ in one another,  
make us servants strong and true; 
Give us all your love of justice, so we do what you would do. 
Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives anew. 
Make us one with all the lowly, let us all be one in you. 
 
You shall be the path that guides us, you the light that in us 
burns; 
Shining deep within all people, yours the love that we must 
learn, 

For our hearts shall wander restless ‘til they safe to you return; 
Finding you in one another, we shall all your face discern. 
© 1985 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

                

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
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