
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 27 - 28 October, 2018 

Family Sunday 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52 
   

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: .......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

What is it that we fail to see? Today’s gospel reading brings to closure 
a long section of Mark’s gospel that focuses on the journey of Jesus 
and his disciples from Caesarea Philippi in the north to Jericho in the 
south. Jericho is the final staging point in the journey to Jerusalem 
where the final act of the gospel drama will be played out. This section 
of the gospel (8:27-10:52) is prefaced by the story of a blind man who 
comes to sight in stages and ends with the story of another blind man, 
Bartimaeus, who comes from blindness to sight, as well as from insight 
to greater insight, and joins Jesus on the journey to Jerusalem. On the 
intervening journey, Jesus endeavours to lead the Twelve out of their 
metaphorical blindness into an understanding of what it means to 
follow a suffering messiah. They remain for some time in their 
blindness, as subsequent events will demonstrate. 
 

The narrator creates an impression of urgency at this point in Mark’s 
gospel. “They” come to Jericho and then leave. The intervention of 
Bartimaeus, who tries to attract the attention of Jesus by calling out 
from the roadside, threatens to delay the journey. When he cries out 
for mercy, many “rebuke” him. This is a strong word. It is used of 
people in the crowd who neither share the depth of Bartimaeus’ faith 
nor grasp the nature of Jesus’ mission of gathering in “the remnant of 
Israel, among them the blind and the lame” (Jeremiah 31:8). Those 
who try to silence Bartimaeus are a bit like the family of Jesus who 
tried to protect him from himself (Mark 3:31).  
 

When it is clear that the perception of the “many” is not shared by 
Jesus, we have an almost comical scene in which they do a complete 
about-face. It seems they want to please the authority figure no matter 
what. Bartimaeus offers a stark contrast to these people. He knows 
that Jesus has the power to bring the mercy of God into his life and 
the lives of those who wait by the roadside with faith in their hearts. 
He receives the assurance from Jesus that his faith has made him 
well.   
 

We can probably find some reflection of ourselves in all the characters 
in today’s story. At times we are aware of our blindness and wait 
desperately by the roadside for the right person or circumstances to 
come along and give us the heart to rise up and live the journey of 
faith. At times, we are like the many who think we know what is best 
for others and who try to silence the voices of those who interfere with 
our plans. At other times, we respond to the cries for mercy and stretch 
out our hands to gather in those whose disabilities might otherwise 
exclude them.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 29/10 – 4/11/2018 
 

Monday:        10.00am………..….……...Mass 
 7.00pm……………..….St V de P 
 

Tuesday to    7.00am………. Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am…………Faith Education 
 5.30pm……….…………….Mass 
 6.00pm……………PPC Agenda 
  

Wednesday 9.00am …….Liturgy of the Word 
 7.00pm…..Revenue Committee 
 

Thursday       9.00am…….All Saints Day Mass 
 10.30am………..Emmaus Prayer 
  

Friday     9.00am…..…All Souls Day Mass 
     9.00am…….…Parish Playgroup 

   
31st Sunday in Ord Time - Year B 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2-6 
 Hebrews 7:23-28 
 Mark 12:28-34 
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October/November 2018 
27/28 October – Family Sunday 
30 October – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
12 November – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
12 November – Care & Concern and Consolation 
19 November – Finance Committee Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Melbourne Cup Tickets: 

As time draws closer to the “Big Race”, it would be 
appreciated if you would return your books (sold or unsold) 
to the office as soon as possible.  They can be placed in the 
slot outside the Parish Office door. 
 
 

Family Sunday – 27/28 October 2018: 
This weekend we celebrate Family Sunday, an opportunity to 
acknowledge and celebrate all families in our Parish and to 
highlight the contribution of the Family Groups to the life of 
our Parish community.   
 

Emmaus 40 Year Anniversary Mass: 
On Monday 29 October, Bishop William Morris will celebrate 
40 years of the Emmaus Prayer Group at a Mass at 10.00am.  
Mass will be followed by light refreshments in the Church 
Foyer.  All are welcome to attend.  Contact Kay Hohn or Jan 
Sullivan for further information.  There will be no 9.00am 
Mass that day. 
 

Emmaus Prayer Group: 
The Emmaus Prayer Group meets on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month in the Parish Office meeting room.  If 
you are interested in joining this group there are information 
sheets available in the Church Foyer. 
 

All Saints Day and All Souls Day Masses: 
Mass will be celebrated at St Thomas More’s on Thursday 1 
November at 9.00am for All Saints Day and on Friday 2 
November at 9.00am for All Souls Day.   All are welcome to 
attend. 
 

Spiritual Enrichment Day at St Thomas More’s – 15 
November: 
Sr. Elaine will offer this year’s Spiritual Enrichment Day on 
the theme “Invited into a Journey of Deepening 
Consciousness” at St Thomas More’s on Thursday, 15 

November 2018.   You are invited to arrive at 9.00 am for a 
9.30 am start.   The session will finish no later than 2.30 pm.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.   There is no cost involved but you are 
asked to bring lunch to share.  For any queries contact Sr. 
Elaine via: Email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au Phone: 
(07) 4632 4277 Mobile: 0458 020 906 
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 10 November:  
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship 
between Parish and School, we have arranged with the school 
to have one weekend Mass each Term this year where we 
invite and welcome families from the school community to 
join us, with children given the opportunity to participate in 
the different parts of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and 
the last for the year will be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 10 
November.   We look forward to warmly welcoming families 
from the school that night.   
 

Ministry Forms for 2019: 
Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the 
year ahead are available in the foyer.  To assist with the 
preparation of rosters for the coming year we ask you return 

your completed forms by the weekend of 10 and 11 
November to allow time for rosters to be finalised and 2019 
rosters to be in place from the weekend of 1 and 2 December, 
the First Sunday of Advent.  
 

Open Door Ladies Social Group: 
If you are interested in joining our weekly morning teas, we 
would like to invite you to join us in St Thomas More’s Parish 
Office each Wednesday morning for coffee, delicious morning 
tea and a chat, commencing at 10.00am.  We have lots of fun 
and when the fifth Wednesday of the month occurs (about 
four times a year) we go out to different venues for lunch.  
For further information please contact the Parish Office or just 
turn up on Wednesday morning. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE   

Social Justice Melbourne Cup Night: 
 

You are invited to the annual Melbourne Cup Fundraising 
Night of horsing around to be held on Sunday 4 November at 
6.00pm at St Anthony’s Parish Centre.  Come and join the fun 
and help support refuges and asylum seekers in the 
Toowoomba area. 
  

Anglican Roman Catholic Reconciliation Service: 

One of the elements of the Anglican Roman Catholic Covenant 
signed in 2009 is that there will be an annual Ecumenical 
Service of Reconciliation which will focus on the restoration 
and growth of relationships between the Roman Catholic and 
Anglican Communions, to be held close to Anglican Roman 
Catholic Reconciliation Day (4 November).  All are warmly 

welcomed to this celebration on Monday 5 November 2018 at 
6 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral Toowoomba. 
 

Youth Concerto 2018: 
Toowoomba Strings will present “Youth Concerto 2018”, a 
fundraiser concert at St Luke’s Church on Sunday 28 October 

from 3.00 – 4.00pm.  Fine string music for all.  This delightful 
program will feature well-loved works, including Concerto for 
2 Violins in D minor by Bach, “Winter” from Vivaldi”s Four 
Seasons and the dynamic Concerto Grosso for String 
Orchestra and Piano by Bloch.  Tickets – Adults $20, Children 
$10 (under 12 years), The concert will be followed by a 
sumptuous afternoon tea.  All proceeds go to the Leukaemia 
Foundation. For further information please call 4636 1221 or 
email egertonc@bigpond.com 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo McCormack, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria 
Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, 
Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 

James Babineau, Mort Edmiston 
Recently Deceased: Merv Richardson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

44,000
46,000
48,000
50,000
52,000
54,000
56,000
58,000
60,000

Year to Date

2000

3000

4000

5000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

 $                    Budget            Actual               
                    Planned Giving  

PLANNED GIVING 



This weekend we celebrate Family Sunday by welcoming new parishioners 
into our Parish Family, welcoming those who have been part of the 
sacramental programs this year, along with acknowledging couples in 

families who have achieved a significant anniversary during 2018. 
 

We also recognise the presence and contribution of the FAMILY GROUP 

MOVEMENT which has been alive and well in St Thomas More’s Parish for thirty years since 

early 1988 and has flourished due to the willingness of parishioners to participate in the  

group activities along with the support and encouragement from within the Parish. 

Anyone and everyone is welcome to join from grandparents to babies, single parent 

families and single people, either young or elderly, spouses not of the Catholic Tradition.  

Groups consist of approximately ten to fifteen families, with, in some cases, a cross section 

of ages.  Gatherings occur once a month to enjoy each other’s company and to develop and 

maintain supportive relationships.  In getting to know each other better we become more 

Parish Community orientated and hopefully this contributes to a greater sense of belonging 

and of being valued. 

Today in our liturgy we pray Family Groups will be of service and benefit to our Parish. We 

thank the Group Leaders for their support to their Group Members. We give thanks for the 

blessings we have received over the years and foster the sentiment of our Parish Vision 

Statement: “St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith, lives out God’s 

Mission, embracing love, justice and peace.”. 

Information regarding Family Groups, including joining an existing group or starting a new 

group, can be obtained by contacting the Coordinators, Russell and Norma Mauch, on 

telephone 4635 9060 or by talking to any of the leaders or members of the existing groups 

or by contacting Michael, our Parish Leader. 

Family Group Movement 

 

 

 

Some thoughts about family: 

“Like happiness, holiness is always tied to little gestures.” These little gestures are those we 

learn at home, in the family; they get lost amid all the other things we do, yet they do make 

each day different. They are the quiet things done by mothers and grandmothers, by fathers 

and grandfathers, by children, by siblings. They are little signs of tenderness, affection and 

compassion. Like the warm supper we look forward to at night, the early lunch awaiting 

someone who gets up early to go to work. Homely gestures. Like a blessing before we go to 

bed, or a hug after we return from a hard day’s work.” Pope Francis 

                                             ---------------------------------------------- 

 “Love is shown by little things, by attention to small daily signs which make us feel at home. 

Faith grows when it is lived and shaped by love. That is why our families, our homes, are true 

domestic churches. They are the right place for faith to become life, and life to grow in faith.”  

Pope Francis 



Gathering: Gather Us In                  M Haugen 
  

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness, vanished away. 
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

Gather us in, the blind and the lame, 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken. 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, 
We are the old who yearn for your face, 
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 
Called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong. 

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
Give us the courage to enter the song. 
© 1982, GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 
  

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Psalm:  The Lord Has Done Great Things  C Smith 
 
 
 

 
 
Response: The Lord has done great things for us,  

And we are filled with joy. 
 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
To us it seemed a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and on our lips were joyful songs. 
 

The heathens themselves said: 
‘What marvels the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed our hearts were glad. 
 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
As streams in dry land. 
Those who sow in tears 
Will sing when they reap. 
 

They go out full of tears, 
Carrying seed for the sowing: 
They come back full of song, 
Carrying their sheaves. 
© 1997, Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia  

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 
 

 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Lord hear our prayer. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Communion: Our Supper Invitation   K Bates 
 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill. 
Don’t be afraid to dream; love has its will. 
 

Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find 
Just what the journey means; walk while there’s time. 
Food for the journey will answer your need. 
Don’t be afraid to walk; love, my love will lead.    
  
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of mine. 
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill. 
Share with your people that love has its will. 
 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
© 1985, Kevin Bates. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: The Summons      JL Bell 

 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
© 1987, WGRG Iona Community.  Willow Connection. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
   

Recessional: Companions on the Journey   C Landry 
 

We are companions on the journey, 
Breaking bread and sharing life; 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share, 
For we believe in the love of our God. 
We believe in the love of our God. 
 

No longer strangers to each other, 
No longer strangers in God’s house; 
We are fed and we are nourished 
By the strength of those who care 
By the strength of those who care. 
 

We have been gifted with each other, 
And we are called by the Word of the Lord; 
To act with justice, to love tenderly, 
And to walk humbly with our God. 
To walk humbly with our God. 
© 1985 Carey Landry and North American Liturgy Resources. All rights reserved. Used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
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