
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 20 - 21 October, 2018 

World Mission Sunday 

Readings: Isaiah 53:10-11; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45 
   

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: .......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

In the kindom of God movement established by Jesus, there is no 
place for domination or for any exercise of power over others. In 
today’s gospel story, this is a lesson that James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, clearly need to learn. They seem to think that the structures 
of power operating in the Roman world are going to be replicated when 
Jesus conquers the forces of opposition and comes into his “glory”. 
The two brothers, James and John, put in a bid for shared deputy 
leadership positions. They seem to be blind and deaf to what Jesus 
has been trying to tell them throughout their journey from Caesarea 
Philippi to Jerusalem. They seek his patronage without reference to 
the rest of the leadership group who, incidentally, are not well pleased 
with their presumptuous companions.  
 
James and John do not yet realise that Jesus’ way is not the way of 
status or entitlement and that their call as disciples and as leaders of 
the emerging movement has nothing to do with privilege. They need 
to understand that it has more to do with enduring the suffering 
associated with commitment to one’s mission, and with setting others 
free to be their best selves. To demonstrate this, Jesus offers them an 
unpalatable alternative: to “be slave of all”. He sustains the slavery 
metaphor and goes on to summarise his own mission with an image 
that comes out of the world of his time: “not to be served but to serve 
and give life as a ransom for many”. A ransom was the payment made 
to free someone from slavery. To substitute oneself for a slave was to 
give one’s life as a ransom for that slave. Reading the gospel from 
beginning to end helps us to understand the ultimate self-giving of 
Jesus in death as the climax of a lifetime’s outpouring of love, a love 
that draws forth loving and liberating action in others. 
 
There are multiple ways of enslaving others, of dominating and of 
trying to control them in order to achieve one’s own personal or 
corporate ends, good or bad. The request of James and John reminds 
us that we can all lose sight of the liberating vision of the gospel and 
get caught up in destructive power struggles. As 21st century disciples, 
we hear the words of Jesus, ‘It is not to happen with you”. We might 
turn our attention to those in our world who are literally enslaved. We 
might join with ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious against the 
Trafficking in Humans) or with others working to obtain freedom and 
justice for those trapped into sexual and other forms of slavery in our 
own cities. We might hear today’s gospel as a call to do something 
about this tragic phenomenon.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 

Parish Diary: 22 - 28 October 2018 
 

Monday:        9.00am………..….…….…..Mass 
 7.00pm……………..….St V de P 
 

Tuesday to    7.00am………. Mass at St Pat’s 
Saturday 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am…………Faith Education 
 5.30pm……….…………….Mass 
  

Wednesday 9.00am …….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……………..Open Door 
 

Thursday       8.30am…….Mass at St Vincent’s 
  

Friday     9.00am…..……….………..Mass 
     9.00am…….…Parish Playgroup 

   

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 

Year B 
Family Sunday 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 Hebrews 5:1-6 
 Mark 10:46-52 
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October/November 2018 
20/21 October – World Mission Sunday 
27/28 October – Family Sunday 
30 October – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
12 November – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Melbourne Cup Tickets: 
Tickets not picked up have now been posted out. 
 
 

Family Sunday – 27/28 October 2018: 
Next weekend, we will celebrate Family Sunday, an 

opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate all families in our 
Parish and to highlight the contribution of the Family Groups 
to the life of our Parish community.  Any couples celebrating 
a 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70th anniversary (80th and 
90th anniversaries will receive extra special 
acknowledgement) are asked to give their names to the 
Parish Office (Phone 4635 9555) so that we can particularly 
acknowledge you at both Masses that weekend. 
 

Wine and Cheese Evening: 
We will hold a wine and cheese evening next Saturday 27 
October after 6.00pm mass to coincide with Family Sunday.  
Offers of platters (large or small) for the evening are most 
welcome. 
 

Emmaus 40 Year Anniversary Mass: 
On Monday 29 October, Bishop William Morris will celebrate 
40 years of the Emmaus Prayer Group at a Mass at 10.00am.  
Mass will be followed by light refreshments in the Church 
Foyer.  All are welcome to attend.  Contact Kay Hohn or Jan 
Sullivan for further information.  There will be no 9.00am 
Mass that day. 
 

Emmaus Prayer Group: 
The Emmaus Prayer Group meets on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month in the Parish Office meeting room.  If 
you are interested in joining this group there are information 
sheets available in the Church Foyer. 
 

All Saints Day and All Souls Day Masses: 
Mass will be celebrated at St Thomas More’s on Thursday 1 
November at 9.00am for All Saints Day and on Friday 2 
November at 9.00am for All Souls Day.   All are welcome to 

attend. 
 

Spiritual Enrichment Day at St Thomas More’s – 15 
November: 
Sr. Elaine will offer this year’s Spiritual Enrichment Day on 

the theme “Invited into a Journey of Deepening 
Consciousness” at St Thomas More’s on Thursday, 15 
November 2018.   You are invited to arrive at 9.00 am for a 
9.30 am start.   The session will finish no later than 2.30 pm.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.   There is no cost involved but you are 
asked to bring lunch to share.  For any queries contact Sr. 
Elaine via: Email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au Phone: 
(07) 4632 4277 Mobile: 0458 020 906 
 

Parish/School Mass – Saturday 10 November at 
6.00pm: 
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship 
between Parish and School, we have arranged with the school 
to have one weekend Mass each Term this year where we 
invite and welcome families from the school community to 
join us, with children given the opportunity to participate in 
the different parts of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and 

the last for the year will be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 10 
November.   We look forward to warmly welcoming families 
from the school that night.   
 

Ministry Forms for 2019: 

Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the 
year ahead are available from this weekend.  To assist with 
the preparation of rosters for the coming year we ask you 
return your completed forms by the weekend of 10 and 11 
November to allow time for rosters to be finalised and 2019 
rosters to be in place from the weekend of 1 and 2 December, 
the First Sunday of Advent.   

 
 

Baptisms: 
On Sunday 21 October 2018 we welcome into our Church 

Community Charlotte Rose Boulus daughter of Matthew and 

Abbey Boulus. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE   
Mission Sunday: 
Our parish is holding the annual Catholic Mission World 
Mission Appeal this weekend.  Envelopes are available in the 

Church Foyer. 
 

National Apology to Abuse Survivors: 
The National Apology will be delivered by the Prime Minister, 
the Hon Scott Morrison MP, in the House of Representatives 

and will be televised live throughout Australia on Monday 22 
October 2018 from 11.00am (daylight saving time)(check 
your local TV guide for live time here in Queensland). All 
Australians are encouraged to pause for these events and 
share in this occasion. 
 

Variety Garage Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding a Variety 
Garage Sale at 71 Margaret St Toowoomba on Saturday 27 
October 6.30am - 12.00noon.  All Funds go to Charity.  
Contact No. 4632 1818. 
 

Anglican Roman Catholic Reconciliation Service: 
One of the elements of the Anglican Roman Catholic Covenant 
signed in 2009 is that there will be an annual Ecumenical 
Service of Reconciliation which will focus on the restoration 
and growth of relationships between the Roman Catholic and 
Anglican Communions, to be held close to Anglican Roman 
Catholic Reconciliation Day (4 November).  All are warmly 
welcomed to this celebration on Monday 5 November 2018 at 
6 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral Toowoomba. 
 

Youth Concerto 2018: 
Toowoomba Strings will present “Youth Concerto 2018”, a 
fundraiser concert at St Luke’s Church on Sunday 28 October 
from 3.00 – 4.00pm.  Fine string music for all.  This delightful 
program will feature well-loved works, including Concerto for 
2 Violins in D minor by Bach, “Winter” from Vivaldi”s Four 
Seasons and the dynamic Concerto Grosso for String 

Orchestra and Piano by Bloch.  Tickets – Adults $20, Children 
$10 (under 12 years), The concert will be followed by a 
sumptuous afternoon tea.  All proceeds go to the Leukaemia 
Foundation. For further information please call 4636 1221 or 
email egertonc@bigpond.com 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Harlaxton School Reunion: 
Past Pupils are invited to attend the second reunion of the 
School.  It will be held on 27 October at the School.  There 
will be an opportunity to look around, have a cuppa and a 
catch up and then off to the Golf Club, South Street for lunch. 
For further information call Alana Roy on 041205830846 or 
Mark Rogers on 0407 582 038. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo McCormack, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria 
Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, 
Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau 
 

 
PLANNED GIVING 
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Excerpts from the Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for World Mission Day 2018 

Together with young people, let us bring the Gospel to all. 
 

Dear young people, I would like to reflect with you on the mission that we have received from Christ. In speaking 
to you, I also address all Christians who live out in the Church the adventure of their life as children of God. What 
leads me to speak to everyone through this conversation with you is the certainty that the Christian faith remains 
ever young when it is open to the mission that Christ entrusts to us. 
 

To grow in the grace of the faith bestowed on us by the Church’s sacraments plunges us into that great stream of 
witnesses who, generation after generation, enable the wisdom and experience of older persons to become 
testimony and encouragement for those looking to the future. And the freshness and enthusiasm of the young 
makes them a source of support and hope for those nearing the end of their journey. In this blend of different 
stages in life, the mission of the Church bridges the generations; our faith in God and our love of neighbour are a 
source of profound unity. 

 

This transmission of the faith, the heart of the Church’s mission, comes about by the infectiousness of love, where 
joy and enthusiasm become the expression of a newfound meaning and fulfilment in life. The spread of the faith 
“by attraction” calls for hearts that are open and expanded by love. It is not possible to place limits on love, for love 
is strong as death (cf. Song 8:6). And that expansion generates encounter, witness, proclamation; it generates 
sharing in charity with all those far from the faith, indifferent to it and perhaps even hostile and opposed to it. 
Human, cultural and religious settings still foreign to the Gospel of Jesus and to the sacramental presence of the 
Church represent the extreme peripheries, the “ends of the earth”, to which, ever since the first Easter, Jesus’ 
missionary disciples have been sent, with the certainty that their Lord is always with them (cf. Mt 28:20; Acts 1:8). 
This is what we call the missio ad gentes. The most desolate periphery of all is where mankind, in need of Christ, 
remains indifferent to the faith or shows hatred for the fullness of life in God. All material and spiritual poverty, 
every form of discrimination against our brothers and sisters, is always a consequence of the rejection of God and 
his love. 
 

The ends of the earth, dear young people, nowadays are quite relative and always easily “navigable”. The digital 
world – the social networks that are so pervasive and readily available – dissolves borders, eliminates distances 
and reduces differences. Everything appears within reach, so close and immediate. To share in the mission to the 
ends of the earth demands the gift of oneself in the vocation that God, who has placed us on this earth, chooses 
to give us (cf. Lk 9:23-25). I dare say that, for a young man or woman who wants to follow Christ, what is most 
essential is to seek, to discover and to persevere in his or her vocation.   

 

The Pontifical Mission Societies [Catholic Mission] were born of young hearts as a means of supporting the 
preaching of the Gospel to every nation and thus contributing to the human and cultural growth of all those who 
thirst for knowledge of the truth. The prayers and the material aid generously given and distributed through the 
Pontifical Mission Societies enable the Holy See to ensure that those who are helped in their personal needs can 
in turn bear witness to the Gospel in the circumstances of their daily lives. No one is so poor as to be unable to 
give what they have, but first and foremost what they are. Let me repeat the words of encouragement that I 
addressed to the young people of Chile: “Never think that you have nothing to offer, or that nobody needs you. 
Many people need you. Think about it! Each of you, think in your heart: many people need me.” (17/01/2018) 
 

FRANCIS 

 

 

 
 

 



Gathering: A New Heart for A New World   T Watts/M O’Brien 
  

Create a new heart, holy Lord, 
Beckon our lives through your word, 
Open our eyes to your call, 
United as one for your world. 
Heighten our minds to your thoughts, 
Heal us of pride and of hurt, 
May we go forth in your name, 
We pray our hearts change. 
 

The heart of the cross, lowly and poor, calls us on. 
Lord, it is you promising hope, promising truth. 
 

Restless the hearts who yearn for your peace in this land. 
Deepen the dream, justice brings life, justice redeems. 
© 1985, Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e.   
  

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
   

Psalm: Lord, Let Your Mercy Be On Us   C Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Response:   Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
   As we place our trust in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

On those who hope in his love, 
To rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 
 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, As we place all our hope in you. 
© Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e.   
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia  

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Lord hear our prayer. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Preparation of Gifts: 

Lord, we come to your table 
Lord, we hear your word 

Lord, you are our bread of life 
And we the Body of Christ. 
© 1996, Michael Herry FMS. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e.   
  

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 

 

Communion: Bread Of Life   B Farrell 
 

Bread of life hope of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our brother 
Feed us now, give us life, 
Lead us to one another. 
 

As we proclaim your death, as we recall your life, 
We remember your promise to return again. 
 

The bread we break and share was scattered once as grain:  
Just as now it is gathered, make your people one. 
 

We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup: 
Sign of hope in our broken world, source of lasting love. 

 

Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; 
That the world may believe in you, God of all who live. 
 

You are the bread of peace, you are the wine of joy, 
Broken now for your people, poured in endless love. 
© 1982, OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: The Face of God      Mark Raue 
 

Why do you wait pretend and ignore? 
Why won’t you answer my call? 
Your mission is to bring my presence to the world 
so all can live life to the full. 
 

You are my eyes to look upon the world 
You are my voice to speak out 
You are my hands  
to reach out and touch my people 
You are the face of God. 

 

Some travel far from all that they know 
To mission to people far away. 
I’m calling you to just look next door; 
At what you can do here today. 
 

All around you now are people in need; 
Lost in their fear and poverty. 
Thirsting for hope, they cry out my name. 
Will you be there when they call for me? 
© Mark Raue. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: Send Down the Fire     M Haugen 
 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 
Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 
Call us to be your compassion, teach us the song of your love; 
Give us hearts that sing, give us deeds that ring. 
Make us ring with the song of your love. 
 

Call us to witness your kingdom, 
Give us the presence of Christ; may your holy light, 
Keep us shining bright. 
Ever shine with the presence of Christ. 
© 1989, GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
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