
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 15 - 16 September, 2018 

Readings: Isaiah 50:5-9; James 2:14-18; Mark 8:27-35 
 

Parish Leader: ........ Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  . Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ..................... Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ................. Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: .......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ............................ Lee ann Weekes 
School Board………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Today’s gospel reading leads us into a section of Mark’s gospel that 
explores challenges confronting all disciples on their journey of faith. 
The first challenge is to clarify the nature of our commitment as 
disciples of Jesus. If we fail to understand who Jesus is, then we have 
little chance of understanding the nature of our own call to follow him. 
Two questions (“Who do people say that I am?” and “Who do you say 
that I am?”) are addressed to our forbears in faith communities of the 
latter part of the first century and to Christians across the millennia. 
We are invited to hear these questions anew. Do we simply share what 
“the people” say about Jesus?  Are we like Peter who has the right 
language but only partial insight? Or do we have the wisdom to seek 
a deeper understanding of the identity of Jesus?  
 
In response to Jesus’ second question (“Who do you say that I am?”), 
Peter gets the words right: Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, God’s 
anointed messenger. It becomes clear, however, that Peter has a very 
different notion from Jesus of what it means to be the Messiah or the 
Christ. This is understandable since there were diverse messianic 
expectations within first-century Judaism.  Many expected a royal 
militaristic figure who would drive out the Roman occupiers and 
restore Israel’s status as an independent nation. Jesus, as God’s 
Messiah, refuses the way of violent action. His way is to be true to his 
mission of bringing God’s empire, even if it brings the most intense 
personal suffering. Peter refuses to accept a suffering Messiah. He is 
severely reprimanded for his refusal and instructed to get out of the 
way, to get back to where a disciple should be, namely behind Jesus, 
following him, and not in front obstructing the path to wisdom and life. 
 
Our bitter experience of global conflicts in recent decades should 
make us wary of accepting militaristic messiahs. In our times, to know 
and follow Jesus as the Christos or Messiah is to seek and support 
more moderate and lasting responses to perceived injustice. It is to 
listen to the wisdom of those with insight and experience, to calculate 
with the utmost care the consequences of violent reactions to the 
problems in our world, in contemporary society, and in our homes. 
That may well involve hard work, personal misunderstanding, physical 
and emotional trauma or, in other words, it may mean “losing one’s 
life” for the sake of the gospel. It certainly calls for profound trust in the 
saving power of God. Over the next few weeks, the Sunday gospels 
will call us into the ways of respect, of commitment, and of peaceful 
negotiation, to ever deeper insight into the ways of Jesus the Christ, 
the anointed agent of God’s empire.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

Parish Diary: 17 - 23 September 

2018 
 

Monday:      9.00am……….………..Mass 
 7.00pm…………..….St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am………Faith Education 
 5.30pm………………….Mass 
 6.00pm…Seasons of Creation 
 

Wednesday 9.00am ….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…………Open Door 
 

Thursday 10.30……….Emmaus Prayer 
 

Friday     9.00am…..…….School Mass 
     9.00am…...Parish Playgroup 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 

Year B 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 
 James 3:16 – 4:3 
 Mark 9:30-37 
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September 2018 
15/16 September – SPRED 
24 September - Parish Pastoral Council - Agenda Meeting 
30 September – Social Justice Sunday 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal: 
Envelopes for the Annual Appeal for the Priests Retirement 
Foundation in the Toowoomba are still available in the Church 

Foyer. 
 

Coach Trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO October 20: 
A coach trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO is booked for 
Saturday October 20, leaving St Thomas More’s at 8 am and 

returning by about 4 pm.  Cost is $40 per person.  Please let 
the Parish Office or our Parish Leader know if you are 
interested to come along.  Please book and pay by 1 October. 
 

                  

Melbourne Cup Coordinator: 
We are looking for a new coordinator/s for this exciting job.  
It would probably suit a couple or two individual people to 
join forces.  We would like to fill this position as soon as 
possible as time passes so quickly.  Please contact the Parish 
Office if you can assist. If we are unable to find a new 
coordinator/s we will not be able to go ahead with the sweep 
this year.  That would be such a shame as our sweep has 
been going for a long time and the prizes are great!! 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes:  
The new batch of Planned Giving Envelopes is available in the 
Church Foyer.  Please collect your envelopes.  
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Thursday 27 
September at 9.00am.  Please note the change of date. All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to 
assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards 
there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided 
by the Care and Concern Group.  
 
 

Assistance to Drought-Affected Families: 
The Toowoomba Diocese has a dedicated account set up with 
the Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) to receive and 
distribute funds in the event of Droughts/Natural Disasters.  

Anyone wishing to assist those impacted by the drought can 
make a deposit directly to our Parish Account: BSB: 064786. 
A/C No: 514006001. A/C Name: St Thomas More’s. 
Reference: Drought + Your Name.  We will identify this in our 
bank statements and forward the relevant amounts to the 
DDF for depositing in the dedicated account.  Alternatively, 
donations could be put in an envelope marked drought, put 
on the weekend collection plate, and the parish will ensure 
they get to the DDF Account.  Please note that donations to 
this fund are not tax deductible. 
 

Parish Mass Friday 21 September: 
“This Fridays’ 9.00am Mass will be replaced by the End of Term 
Mass for St. Thomas More’s Primary School.  Please come along 
to celebrate with the students of our parish school.  As it is a full 
school Mass it will be held in the School Sports Centre.  Look 
forward to seeing everyone there!” 
 

Social Justice Sunday: 
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 30 September. This 
year, the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is 
titled: A Place to Call Home: Making a home for everyone in 
our land. The Statement challenges us all to confront 
Australia’s growing rate of homelessness and unaffordable 
housing. For further details about the Social Justice 
Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council 

website (www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au) or call (02) 8306 
3499. 
 

Baptisms: 
Baptisms: On Sunday 16 September, we welcome into our 
Church Community Hudsen Walter Clifford son of Mark and 
Rachael Clifford. 
 

 
 

 
 

Garage Sale: 
Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers and the donations 
you all made for a very successful Garage Sale.  We certainly 

sold lots of treasures. 
 

Family Sunday – 27/28 October 2018: 
On the last weekend in October, we will celebrate Family 
Sunday, an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate all 
families in our Parish and to highlight the contribution of the 

Family Groups to the life of our Parish community.  Any 
couples celebrating a 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70th 
anniversary (80th and 90th anniversaries will receive extra 
special acknowledgement) are asked to give their names to 
the Parish Office (Phone 4635 9555) so that we can 
particularly acknowledge you on this day. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Plenary Council 2020 Diocesan Inservice: 
The next diocesan Inservice will be held on Wednesday 26 
September at the James Byrne Centre at Highfields. The day 
will focus on the Plenary Council 2020. Lana Turvey-Collins 
(Plenary Council Facilitator) will be the guest.  The day will include 
a listening and dialogue session as well as an opportunity to learn 
about running the process at a local level.  Registrations are due 

by 19 September.  Forms are available at the Parish Office or 
you can register online via the following link:  

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=419432& 
Please consider attending.  
 

Assistant to Grounds/maintenance person needed: 
St Patrick’s Cathedral is seeking a person who has some 

knowledge of handy work and DYI or further expertise to 
assist the current person responsible for grounds and general 
maintenance.  This would be a casual role beginning with 10 
hours which over time may be extended to more hours.  
Please send your application and information to 
admin@stpats.org.au or drop it in to the Cathedral office, or 
post to PO Box 7062, Toowoomba 4350 or phone 4637 1500 
for more information.  Applications close 16 September 2018. 
 

Mass in the Maronite Rite: 
Father Fadi Salame from Brisbane will be celebrating Mass in 
the Maronite Rite on Sunday 23rd September at 11.00am at 
St Anthony’s Church in Memory Street Harristown. We extend 
a special invitation to any families from Iraq or Syria or 
anyone from other countries familiar with the Maronite to 
attend. Other parishioners are welcome to attend this Mass.  
Fr Fadi will be bringing a bus from Brisbane with Parishioners 

and friends and after Mass you are invited to have a picnic 
lunch in Laurel Bank Park on the corner of Herries and West 
Streets after.  Please bring your own food for lunch.   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline Dixon, Allan 
Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo McCormack, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Christene Andrews, Brendan Moore, Rita Sullivan, 
Jos Ayers, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 

Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian 
Sparksman 
Anniversaries: John Michael Daly, Dr Noel Dewar 
Recently Deceased: Vince Gainey, Patricia Day, Patricia 
Murphy, Ross Cronin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
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Faith leaders’ invitation to join the Season of Creation 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

  

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes 

of the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does 

not know that the hand of the Lord has done this?” (Job 12:7-9, NRSV)  

 

Once every year, from September 1 to October 4, we as members of the Christian family set aside time to 

deepen our relationship with the Creator, each other, and all of creation. This is the Season of Creation, 

which began in 1989 with the first recognition of the day of prayer for creation by the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church, and which is now embraced by the wider ecumenical family. 

 

During the Season of Creation, we join together to rejoice in the good gift of creation and reflect on how we 

care for it.  This season offers a precious opportunity to pause in the midst of our day-to-day lives and 

contemplate the fabric of life into which we are woven.  

 

As the environmental crisis deepens, we Christians are urgently called to witness to our faith by taking bold 

action to preserve the gift we share. As the psalmist sings, “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1-2). During the Season of Creation, we ask ourselves: 

Do our actions honour the Lord as Creator?  Are there ways to deepen our faith by protecting “the least of 

these,” who are most vulnerable to the consequences of environmental degradation?  

 

We invite you to join us on a journey of faith that challenges and rewards us with fresh perspective and 

deeper bonds of love.  United in our sincere wish to protect creation and all those who share it, we join 

hands across denominations as sisters and brothers in Christ.  During this season, we walk together 

towards greater stewardship of our place in creation. 

 

“O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendour and majesty, covering yourself with 

light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent” (Psalm 104:1-2). 

 

In God’s grace,   
 

The letter of invitation is signed by the following faith leaders: 

Archbishop Job of Telmessos  (Permanent Representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the WCC, on behalf of His 
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew), Most Rev. & Rt. Hon Justin Welby (Archbishop of Canterbury), Cardinal 
Peter K.A. Turkson (Prefect, Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development), Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit 
(General Secretary, World Council of Churches), Rev. Dr. Chris Ferguson (General Secretary, World Communion of 
Reformed Churches), Bishop Efraim Tendero (Secretary-General, World Evangelical Alliance), Rev. Dr. Martin Junge 
(General Secretary, Lutheran World Federation), Mr. Rudelmar Bueno de Faria (General Secretary, ACT Alliance), Fr. 
Heikki Huttunen, (General Secretary, Conference of European Churches)  

 

Invitation to join the Season of Creation 

2018 theme: Walking Together 
 

To celebrate the Season of Creation, the short time of reflection will continue on the next Three Tuesday 
evenings. 
 

Dates: Tuesday - September 18th, 25th and October 2nd. 
 

Time: 6.00 pm for about 20 mins (following the 5.30 pm Mass) 
 

Each week will have a different theme: 
(Sept 18th – Fire), (Sept 25th – Soil), (Oct 2nd – Air). 
 

On 1st September 2016, Pope Francis introduced the idea of the 8th Work of Mercy, Care for our Common 
Home, as both a spiritual and a corporal work of mercy. Through the four reflection sessions, we can see 
how to exercise this work of mercy.  All are welcome. 



Gathering: Micah’s Theme                 Anne Kelly IBVM 
 

Hear then what God asks of you: 
To live justly, to love tenderly, 
And to walk humbly with your God. 

 

I have come that you may have life and have it to the full. 
 

Take up your cross and follow me, you shall share my life. 
Copyright:  Words & music by permission of Anne Kelly IBVM under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
   

Psalm:   I will walk in the presence of the Lord  C Smith                                                                                      

 
 

 
Response: I will walk in the presence of the Lord; 
in the land of the living. 
 

I love the Lord for he has heard 
The cry of my appeal; 
For he turned his ear to me 
In the day when I called him. 
 

They surrounded me, the snares of death, 
With the anguish of the tomb; 
They caught me, sorrow and distress. 
I called on the Lord’s name. 
O Lord my God deliver me. 
 

How gracious is the Lord, and just; 
Our God has compassion. 
The Lord protects the simple hearts; 
I was helpless so he saved me. 
 

He has kept my soul from death,  
my eyes from tears and my feet from stumbling. 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
In the land of the living. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Hear the voice of your people, O God. 
 

 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
 

 
 

 

Communion: We Remember        M Haugen 

 
We remember how you loved us to your death, 
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here. 
And we believe that we will see you 
When you come in your glory, Lord. 
We remember, we celebrate, we believe. 
 

Here a million wounded souls are yearning 
Just to touch you and be healed.  
Gather all your people 
And hold them to your heart. 
 

Now we recreate your love, 
We bring the bread and wine to share a meal. 
Sign of grace and mercy,  
The presence of the Lord. 
 

Christ, the Father’s great “Amen” 
To all the hopes and dreams of ev’ry heart. 
Peace beyond all telling  
And freedom from all fear. 
 

See the face of Christ revealed in ev’ry person 
Standing by your side.  
Gift to one another, 
And temples of your love. 
Copyright: GIA  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

Thanksgiving: 
No Hymn – Quiet Reflection 

 

Recessional: Galilee Song                            F Andersen 

 

Deep within my heart I feel 
Voices whispering to me, 
Words that I can’t understand, 
Meanings I must clearly hear, 
Calling me to follow close, 
Lest I leave myself behind, 
Calling me to walk into 
Evening shadows one more time! 

 
So I leave my boats behind, 
Leave them on familiar shores, 
Set my heart upon the deep,  
Follow you again my Lord! 
 
As I gaze into the night,  
Down the future of my years, 
I’m not sure I want to walk  
Past horizons that I know. 
But I feel my spirit called  
Like a stirring deep within, 
Restless, ‘til I live again  
Beyond the fears that close me in! 
Copyright: F Andersen & Chevalier Music: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
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