
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 1 – 2 September, 2018 

Father’s Day 

Readings: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

Parish Leader: ................ Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: .............................Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: .................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. Lee ann Weekes 
School Board………………..…….Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

After a lengthy detour over the past six weeks into the gospel of John 
with its focus on Jesus as the Bread of Life and the Bread of Wisdom, 
we return to Mark’s gospel and a legal dispute about ritual purity. The 
parties to the dispute are Jesus, the Pharisees, and some of the 
scribes or teachers of the law. [It is worth noting that Mark’s non-
Jewish readers, at a later time and in another place, need to be given 
detailed information about certain Jewish traditions].  
 
At issue for the scribes and Pharisees in the story is the failure of 
Jesus’ disciples to respect their oral tradition, in this instance to 
perform ritual washings before eating. From their perspective, the 
disciples are not “walking” according to the tradition of the elders. For 
the Markan Jesus, “the command of God” is paramount, not some 
distorted interpretation of it. He offers a hard-hitting counter-critique of 
their attitude to law. He calls them “hypocrites” and informs them that 
the condemnation of the prophet Isaiah was intended for them. They 
have so distorted God’s law, substituting their own observances for 
the “commandment of God” that their prayer amounts to nothing more 
than lip-service, their hearts are far from God, and their worship is 
worthless! For Jesus, there are criteria other than such observances 
for determining who is clean or unclean. He has already declared the 
leper clean (Mk 1:41-45). For Jesus, the “heart” is the locus of purity 
and impurity. For him as for all his people, the heart was the seat of 
the intellect and of morality as well as of the emotions. In the kin-dom 
of God, therefore, one’s thoughts, desires, and intentions render one 
clean or unclean, not one’s attention to hygiene. The latter is important 
of course, but is peripheral in the grand scheme of things. It is worth 
applying the criteria provided at the end of the passage to discover 
whether or not our “hearts” are near or distant from our God.  
 
The real-life Pharisees of the first century were the respected teachers 
of God’s law. It is imperative that stories such as we find in today’s 
gospel are not used to denigrate the Jews or to pit Christianity over 
against Judaism. We have to keep reminding ourselves that time and 
again we are dealing with in-house debates between Jewish groups.  
 
Finally, this episode, with its attention to ritual washing, raises the 
issue of the right use of water, that precious earth element without 
which there would be no life at all on our planet. Plastic free July this 
year alerted many of us to the problem that the plastic bottling of water 
has brought to the future of life on our planet. It may be time to buy a 
“Keep Cup” and reaffirm our commitment to protecting God’s creation.   
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

Parish Diary: 3 – 9 September 2018 
 

Monday: 7.00am………..….Men’s Group 
 9.00am………….….……..Mass 
 7.00pm……….....PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm……………….St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am……..…Faith Education 
 5.30pm…………………….Mass 
 

Wednesday 9.00am …...Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…………….Open Door 
 1.00pm……..….Music Planning 
 

Thursday 10.30 am..……Emmaus Prayer 
  

Friday     9.00am…..………….…… Mass 
     9.00am……...Parish Playgroup 
 

Saturday     7.00am……Parish Garage Sale 
     6.00pm……………Family Mass 
   

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
Child Protection Sunday 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 35:4-7 
 James 2:1-5 
 Mark 7:31-37 
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August/September 2018 
3 September - Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
24 September - Parish Pastoral Council - Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal: 
The Annual Appeal for the Priests Retirement Foundation in 
the Toowoomba Diocese is being held this weekend in the 
parish.  Envelopes will be available at both Masses. 
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale September 8: 
We are getting closer to our Parish Spring Clean Garage Sale 
on Saturday September 8 in the hall (and outside if 
necessary).  This is a fundraising event for the parish.  Items 

for the sale can be dropped off the afternoon before the sale.  
Please talk to Michael if you need to drop things off earlier or 
if you need things collected.  Plants for our plant sale are 
already growing, but donations of pots and potting mix are 
needed.  Don’t forget that we are also welcoming donations 
of cakes and baked goods for the cake stall on the day.  
Volunteers to assist in setting up and to help on the day will 
also be needed.  For any queries, please contact Michael by 
email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au or phone 0407 
804 461 or Peter McDonald on email: 
pmcduck@netspace.net.au or phone: 0408 345 022. 
 

Coach Trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO October 20: 
A coach trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO is booked for 
Saturday October 20, leaving St Thomas More’s at 8 am and 
returning by about 4 pm.  Cost is $40 per person.  Please let 
the Parish Office or our Parish Leader know if you are 
interested to come along.  Please book and pay by 1 October. 
 

Family Mass – Saturday 8 September at 6.00pm: 
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship 
between Parish and School, we have arranged with the school 
to have one weekend Mass each Term this year where we 

invite and welcome families from the school community to 
join us, with children given the opportunity to participate in 
the different parts of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and 
the third for the year will be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 8 
September.   We look forward to warmly welcoming families 
from the school that night, including those currently 
participating in the Sacramental Program.  
 

St Vincent’s Cancer Care Committee Spring Luncheon: 
St Vincent’s Cancer Care Committee would like to invite 
parishioners to their Annual Spring Luncheon on 3rd 
September from 9:30 am at Urban Grounds Café, 210 Herries 
Street, Toowoomba.  Tickets are $60 which includes a two-
course luncheon.  Raffle and cent sale tickets will be available. 
Guests need to be seated by 11:30am.  Tickets available from 
Lesley Knight 0419 652 034 or Jessie Cutler 0431 908 688  
 
 
 
 

                  Melbourne Cup Coordinator: 
We are looking for a new coordinator/s for this exciting job.  
It would probably suit a couple or two individual people to 
join forces.  We would like to fill this position as soon as 
possible as time passes so quickly.  Please contact the Parish 
Office if you can assist. 

If we are unable to find a new coordinator/s we will not be 
able to go ahead with the sweep this year.  That would be 
such a shame as our sweep has been going for a long time 
and the prizes are great!! 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes:  
The new batch of Planned Giving Envelopes is now available 

in the Church Foyer.  Please collect your envelopes. The 
commencement date is this Sunday, 2 September. 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 28 September at 

9.00am.  All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may 
be able to assist with transport so that as many as possible 
may experience the blessings of this healing mass.  
Afterwards there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of 
tea provided by the Care and Concern Group. 
 
 

Baptisms: On Sunday 2 September, we welcome into our 
Church Community Madeline Azelea Corsan daughter of 
Scott Corsan and Gillian Cole. 
 

Assistance to Drought-Affected Families: 
The Toowoomba Diocese has a dedicated account set up with 
the Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) to receive and 
distribute funds in the event of Droughts/Natural Disasters.  
Anyone wishing to assist those impacted by the drought can 
make a deposit directly to our Parish Account: BSB: 064786. 
A/C No: 514006001. A/C Name: St Thomas More’s. 
Reference: Drought + Your Name.  We will identify this in our 
bank statements and forward the relevant amounts to the 
DDF for depositing in the dedicated account.  Alternatively, 

donations could be put in an envelope marked drought, put 
on the weekend collection plate, and the parish will ensure 
they get to the DDF Account.  Please note that donations to 
this fund are not tax deductible. 
 

Child Protection Sunday 8/9 September: 

Next weekend is designated by the Church as Child Protection 
Sunday, coming at the end of Child Protection Week. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Plenary Council 2020: 
The first stage of listening and dialogue as part of the 2020 
Plenary Council is underway.  More information and a survey 
to fill out can be accessed via the following link:   
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
 

Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2018-2023 
Copies of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and Action Plan June 
2018– June 2023 are available near the foyer noticeboard.   
 

SPRED INFORMATION EVENING: 
Where Faith and Friendship Meet will be held at 6:30pm on 
10 September at the SPRED Centre, 34 Hume Street. 
For further information telephone 4632 8427. 
SPRED is having a friend to walk beside you in the everyday 
happenings of life, which is exactly where God is to be found.  
Could you be a friend to someone in SPRED? Come along to 
an information evening to find out more.   
 

Spring Cent Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver welcome the SPRING 
with a Cent Sale on Wednesday September 5 at ALL SEASONS 
FUNCTION HALL, corner of North and Tor Sts.  Doors open at 
8.30 for a 9.30 start. Excellent prizes are on offer and include 

generous meat and fruit trays, quality homewares and 
something special for the men. $5 entry gives you a free 
sheet of tickets, Lucky Door Entry and Buffet Morning Tea.  
For further information contact the Sisters on 07 46321818. 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Brodie Slater, Bryan Flemming, Terry 
Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline 
Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo 
McCormack, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 
Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Brendan 
Moore, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, 
Vince Gainey, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman 
Recently Deceased: Jean Primus  

PLANNED GIVING 
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At the latest Bishop’s Inservice, Toowoomba Catholic Schools welcomed Father Richard Leonard as 

their guest speaker.  As part of his presentation, Richard shared some recent data about the Catholic 

Church in Australia.  He named it as: The good we rarely tell anyone… Below is some of that data: 

 

• largest not-for-profit employer in Australia: at least 221,000 employees, of whom165,750 are women 
(75%). 

• 3rd largest employer of any kind in Australia: Wesfarmers, Woolworths, the Catholic Church, Federal 
Public Service, BHP, Rio Tinto, NAB, CBA, Westpac and ANZ.  

• 777,000 school children are in the Catholic sector. 

• 1,710 schools 

▪ 1,239 primary schools  
▪ 350 secondary schools 
▪ 95 primary/secondary schools combined 
▪ 17 special schools  

• 87,000 staff  

▪ 55,287 lay teachers and specialist staff  
▪ 70% of all teachers and 45% of all principals are women  
▪ 26,348 general staff  
▪ 365 Religious 

• there are at least 3,645 volunteer catechists in Australia. 

• ACU (the Australian Catholic University) is the fastest growing, truly national university with 25,678 
students, producing the most nursing and teaching graduates in Australia.  

• Notre Dame Australia (University) has 10,960 students and keeps winning the Kullari NAIDOC 
Award for the most successful University in number of graduations of Indigenous Australians. 

• 77 hospitals – 10,500 beds (12% of all hospital beds). 

• 23,200 residential aged care beds in 550 facilities. 

• 5,393 retirement and independent living units and serviced apartments.  

• 8 dedicated hospices with palliative care services. 

 

Invitation to join the Season of Creation 

2018 theme: Walking Together 

1 September was proclaimed a Day of Prayer for Creation by the Orthodox in 1989 and repeated 

by Pope Francis in 2015. 

The season takes us through to the feast of St. Francis on 4 October. Christians of all 

denominations and locations are invited to participate in an ecumenical Season of Creation. 

This year’s Season of Creation has the theme of “walking together”.   In walking together, 
we follow the role of Jesus, who walked with friends on the roads around Jerusalem.  As he 
travelled the byways of his community, Jesus invited us to encounter God through God’s 

presence in creation. Whether by considering “the lilies of the field” or the “grain of wheat that 
falls to the earth,” the spiritual journey of following Jesus is closely tied to the everyday wonders 

of nature that He experienced in His earthly journey. 

This Season of Creation, we strive to more deeply understand the lessons Jesus taught 

us through creation, to more authentically honour our Creator, and to share fellowship 
with brothers and sisters along the way. As pilgrims together, we welcome the opportunity to 

awaken anew to the wonder of the Earth, our common home, and to protect the web of life it 

shelters.  

“Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful 
pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites 

us in fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth” (Laudato 
Si’, 9). 
 



Gathering: New People, New Life     H Beha 

Let’s lift our hearts and voices in praise of our God, 
The family of Christ united as one. 
New people, new life: a symbol of his love, 
The church assembled to proclaim 
The work of Christ begun. 
 

We are People of God. 
We are a holy Nation, 
A Royal Priesthood,  
A Chosen Race. 
 

A sacramental people, gifted by his grace, 
He calls us to be holy, a witness to his way. 
New people, new life, be Christ to each other. 
The gift of Eucharist is our strength: 
The hope for each new day. 
Copyright:  Helen Beha SPU: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
   

Psalm: The Just will live in the Presence …. C Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
 

Response: The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 
 

Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? 
Those who walk without fault; 
Those who act with justice 

And speak the truth from their hearts. 
 

Those who do no wrong to their kindred, 
Who cast no slur on their neighbours, 
Who hold the godless in distain 
But honour those who fear the Lord. 

 
Those who keep their word, come what may, 
Who take no interest on a loan 
And accept no bribes against the innocent. 
Such people will stand firm for ever. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Welcoming God, you protect the vulnerable. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion: Blest Are They                  D Haas 
 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit, 
Theirs is the kingdom of God 
Blest are they, full of sorrow,  
They shall be consoled. 
 

Rejoice and be glad!  
Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  
Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

Blest are they, the lowly ones; 
They shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst;  
They shall have their fill. 
 

Blest are they who show mercy;  
Mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart;  
They shall see God! 
 

Blest are they who seek peace; 
They are the children of God.  
Blest are they who suffer in faith;  
The glory of God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, 
Yours is the kingdom;  
Shine for all to see. 
Copyright: GIA Publications. Used with permission under ONE Licence #A-62451E 
 

Thanksgiving:  No Hymn – Quiet Reflections 

 
 

Recessional We Are Called           D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 

We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God! 
 

Come!  Open your heart! 
Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
So all hatred and blindness will be no more! 
Copyright:  GIA: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 
 

 

 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
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