
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 18 - 19 August, 2018 

Readings: Proverbs 9:1-6; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 
 

Parish Leader: ........ Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  . Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ..................... Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ................. Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: .......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................. Michael Cash 
APRE: ............................ Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………… Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

In this week’s gospel passage, we continue our reflection on John 6. 
John’s gospel was written towards the end of the first century. The 
Bread of Life discourse probably reflects the interpretation of the 
gospel writer rather than the actual words of Jesus. This is important 
for making sense of statements in the discourse that would seem to 
be out of place from the lips of Jesus during his lifetime. The hearers 
of these words have lived and worshipped as followers of Jesus for 
some decades. They have gathered each week for the breaking of the 
bread and reflected deeply on the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
the mystery of life in Christ. 
  
If there were eucharistic overtones subtly present in last week’s gospel 
passage (John 6:41-51), they become quite overt as the Johannine 
Jesus responds to yet another objection from his opponents in this 
week’s gospel. Like the Israelites of old in the desert wanderings, 
these people are more than ready to grumble: “How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?” (6:52). Jesus does not really respond to the 
question “How….?” Rather, he goes on to tell those who want to hear 
that “life” for them depends on their eating his flesh and drinking his 
blood. The Johannine Jesus uses the present as well as the future 
tense. The life they experience in eating his flesh and drinking his 
blood is a present reality for them as well as a promise of on-going life.  
Life for the Israelites was in the blood: blood poured out meant life 
poured out. Clearly “life” is being used in John 6 for the quality of life 
the believers have come to experience through their incorporation into 
the community of the baptised, the sort of life that is not destroyed by 
death.  
 
Life in the community unites the believers intimately with Jesus as well 
as with the God of Israel, whom the Johannine Jesus generally calls 
“Father”. The first reading for today reminds us that other metaphors 
such as Wisdom were available to those of Jewish heritage for 
imaging the divine. Wisdom is a female way of imaging the divine. In 
John’s discourse, Jesus becomes Wisdom extending an invitation to 
the banquet of life. We keep accepting that invitation. It is well to 
remember that one never enjoys a banquet alone. It is always shared 
with others who accept the same invitation. In the strength of the 
sustenance we receive in this banquet, we are also invited to bring a 
quality of life to all beings that struggle to exist, the human and the 
other-than-human. The potential for this is as boundless as the 
generosity of our God “enfleshed” in Jesus.  
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

 

Parish Diary: 20 - 26 August 2018 
 

Monday: 9.00am……….….……..Mass 
 7.00pm……………..St V de P 
 7.00pm….Finance Committee 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am………Faith Education 
 5.30pm………….   …….Mass 
 

Wednesday 9.00am ….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am………….Open Door 
 7.00pm………………..PRDC 
 

Friday     9.00am…..…………… Mass 
     9.00am…..Parish Playgroup 
   

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18 
 Ephesians 5:21-32 
 John 6:60-69 
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August 2018 
20 August – Finance Committee Meeting 
26 August – Parish Pastoral Council – Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 

Parish Leader Survey: 
The current contract for our Parish Leader, Michael 
Bermingham, is up for renewal in early March 2019, and as 
part of the process, the Parish Pastoral Council invite and 
encourage groups and individuals to respond to a short 
survey to provide feedback on his performance in the role of 
leader of our Parish Community.   There are hard copies of 
the survey available in the Church foyer and the survey can 

also be accessed via the following links: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HHT6ZKF  (weblink) or 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPZ693T (Facebook link)  
The survey will be open until the end of August.   
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale September 8: 
We are getting closer to our Parish Spring Clean Garage Sale 
on Saturday September 8 in the hall (and outside if 
necessary).  This is a fundraising event for the parish.  Items 
for the sale can be dropped off the afternoon before the sale.  
Please talk to Michael if you need to drop things off earlier or 
if you need things collected.  Plants for our plant sale are 
already growing, but donations of pots and potting mix are 

needed.  Don’t forget that we are also welcoming donations 
of cakes and baked goods for the cake stall on the day.  
Volunteers to assist in setting up and to help on the day will 
also be needed.  For any queries, please contact Michael by 
email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au or phone 0407 
804 461 or Peter McDonald on email: 
pmcduck@netspace.net.au or phone: 0408 345 022. 
 

Coach Trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO October 20: 
A coach trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO is booked for 
Saturday October 20, leaving St Thomas More’s at 8 am and 
returning by about 4 pm.  Cost is $40 per person.  Please let 
the Parish Office or our Parish Leader know if you are 
interested to come along. 
 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday: 
The weekend of 25 and 26 August this year is when we 
celebrate Migrant and Refugee Sunday.  It is an opportunity 
to highlight the diversity within our community as we 
commemorate our family origins from countries across the 
world.  We plan to include opportunities in the liturgy as well 
as social opportunities after both Masses to showcase our 
diverse cultural backgrounds.  All ideas are welcome.  Please 
discuss with our Parish Leader or with members of the Parish 
Council.  Sign up sheets are in the foyer. 
 

Family Mass – Saturday 8 September at 6.00pm: 
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship 
between Parish and School, we have arranged with the school 
to have one weekend Mass each Term this year where we 

invite and welcome families from the school community to 
join us, with children given the opportunity to participate in 
the different parts of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and 
the third for the year will be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 8 
September.   We look forward to warmly welcoming families 
from the school that night, including those currently 
participating in the Sacramental Program.  
 

St Vincent’s Cancer Care Committee Spring Luncheon: 
St Vincent’s Cancer Care Committee would like to invite 
parishioners to their Annual Spring Luncheon on 3rd 
September from 9:30 am at Urban Grounds Café, 210 Herries 
Street, Toowoomba.  Tickets are $60 which includes a two-
course luncheon.  Raffle and cent sale tickets will be available. 
Guests need to be seated by 11:30am.  Tickets available from 
Lesley Knight 0419 652 034 or Jessie Cutler 0431 908 688  
 

Melbourne Cup Coordinator: 
We are looking for a new coordinator/s for this exciting job.  
It would probably suit a couple or two individual people to 
join forces.  We would like to fill this position as soon as 
possible as time passes so quickly.  Please contact the Parish 

Office if you can assist. 

 

Baptisms: On Sunday 19 August, we welcome into our 
Church Community Thomas Anthony Jon Griffin son of 
David and Chalèna Griffin.                                 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

Plenary Council 2020: 
The first stage of listening and dialogue as part of the 2020 
Plenary Council is underway.  More information and a survey 
to fill out can be accessed via the following link:   
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
 

Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2018-2023 
Copies of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and Action Plan June 
2018– June 2023 are available near the foyer noticeboard.   
 

SPRED INFORMATION EVENING: 
Where Faith and Friendship Meet will be held at 6:30pm on 
10 September at the SPRED Centre, 34 Hume Street. 
For further information telephone 4632 8427. 
SPRED is having a friend to walk beside you in the everyday 
happenings of life, which is exactly where God is to be found.  

Could you be a friend to someone in SPRED? Come along to 
an information evening to find out more.   
 

9.00am Mass – Saturday 1 September: 
Mass will be celebrated here at St Thomas More’s at 9am on 

Saturday 1 September for the Solemn Feast Day of Mary of 
the Southern Cross, Patron of the Toowoomba Diocese.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Brodie Slater, Bryan Flemming, Terry 
Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline 
Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo 
McCormack, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 

Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Brendan 
Moore, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, 
Vince Gainey, Mary Buttin 
Recently Deceased: Bill Meara  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNED GIVING 
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Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

25-26 August 2018 

Let us celebrate the cultural diversity at St Thomas More’s Parish 

 

How can you share in this celebration? 

• Bring to Mass an icon/symbol representative of the country of your family 

heritage.  

These will be placed before the altar at the Offertory of the Mass. 

 

• Participate in the making of a wall hanging for our church. 

o Fabric squares will be distributed at masses next weekend. 

o You are invited to take a square and decorate it with embroidery or 

applique depicting a symbol that is significant to you or the floral 

emblem of your homeland or country of family heritage. 

o Squares will be collected at the end of October and assembled by 

Majella and the sewing team. 

 

Please indicate your desire to participate in this project by filling in 

the sheet provided in the foyer.   

If you would like help with the design or the stitching of your square 

please talk to a member of the liturgy team. (Bernadette Prescott, Pat 

White-Davison, Kaye Rouse, Margaret Devine) 

 

• Enjoy shared food and fellowship after mass. 

o Discuss with the Parish Leader or members of the Parish Council to 

see how you can participate. 

Remember that most of our families originally immigrated to Australia,  

so everyone is included in every aspect of this celebration 

 

God must love variety.  Even plants of the same species are 

different…. some tall, some leafy, others with a profusion of flowers. 

Ours is not the God of an assembly line, but one who loves and 

appreciates the differences. 

 

Come and celebrate 35 years of the Passionist Family Groups 
We are gathering at The Fort! (Passionist Retreat 219 Fort Rd, Oxley) On Saturday 15th September,  

4pm for a Meet and Greet 
5pm Mass 

6pm Happy Hour!  
6.30 Dinner (Please bring finger food to share)  

7pm Entertainment 
 

Please spread the word – everyone is invited 
 

Some old friends will join us – Fr Brian and his brother Paul, Tim Horlock and Fr Ray Sanchez to name just a few. 
 
 

 
 



Gathering:  Lift Up Your Hearts to The Lord    R O’Connor 
 

Lift up your hearts to the Lord, 
praise God’s gracious mercy! 
Sing out your joy to the Lord, 
whose love is enduring. 
 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
Praise the name above all names! 
Say to God, “How wondrous your works, 
How glorious your name!” 
 

Let the earth worship, singing your praise. 
Praise the glory of your name! 
Come and see the deeds of the Lord, 
Bless God’s holy name! 
Copyright:  OCP: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
   

Psalm: O Taste and see the Goodness         C Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response:   O taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
His praise always on my lips; 
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad. 
 

Revere the Lord, you his saints. 
They lack nothing those who revere him. 
Strong lions suffer want and go hungry 
But those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 
 

Come children and hear me 
That I may teach you the fear of the Lord. 
Who are they who long for life 
And many days to enjoy their prosperity. 
 

Then keep your tongue from evil 

And your lips from speaking deceit. 
Turn aside from evil and do good; 
Seek and strive after peace. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Taste and see the goodness of God. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 
 
 

We Bring These Gifts   Michael Mangan 
 

We bring these gifts, 
these gifts of bread and wine,  
grain from the fields, fruit of the vine.   
May they be holy in your sight.   
To you, O God, we bring these gifts. 
 

Blessed are you, O God of all creation.   
You have given us this bread.   
Fruit of the earth and work of human hands,  
it will become the Bread of Life. 
 

Blessed are you, O God of all creation.   
You have given us this wine.   
Fruit of the vine and work of human hands,  
it will become the Cup of Life. 
Copyright: Litmus Productions      Used with permission under ONE Licence #A-62451E 
 

Communion: Come To The Feast  M Haugen 
 

(Cantor) (All) 
To ev’ryone that thirsts:………………   Come to the waters! 
Here is an end to hunger: ………………Come to the feast! 
And ev’ryone who labours: …………… Come to the waters! 
All you who have no money: ………… Come to the feast! 
  For this is life: 
The waters of the Jordan. ……………… For this is life: 
The waters of your birth. ……………… For this is life: 
The waters that re-new you.  
O come to the feast: ……………………… O come to the feast. 
  

To ev’ryone who seeks: ………………… Come to the waters! 
Hear me and share the riches: ……… Come to the feast! 
And ev’ryone who mourns: …………… Come to the waters! 
Now is an end to sadness: ………………Come to the feast! 
  For this is life: 
The streams of joy and gladness: … For this is life: 
The rain that brings you joy: ………… For this is life: 
The waters that restore you.    
O come to the feast. ……………………… O come to the feast. 
 

Let all who seek their God: …………… Come to the waters! 
Heed now the One who calls you: … Come to the feast! 
The everlasting stream: ………………… Come to the waters! 
Drink deep the cup that saves you:  Come to the feast! 
  For this is life: 
The floods that overwhelm you: …… For this is life: 
The streams of death and life: ……… For this is life: 
The waters that sustain you. 
O come to the feast. ……………………… O come to the feast. 
 

And you who are enslaved: …………… Come to the waters! 
This is the feast of freedom: …………. Come to the feast! 
To all who live in fear: …………………… Come to the waters! 
Join in the feast with courage: ……… Come to the feast! 
  For this is life: 
The waters that have freed you: …… For this is life: 
The saving stream of God: …………… For this is life: 
To share around the table. 
O come to the feast. ……………………… O come to the feast. 
Copyright: GIA:  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

Thanksgiving:  No Hymn Quiet Reflection 
 

Recessional:  Where Is Your Song My Lord       P Kearney 

Songs I like I sing. Life is a song I should sing. 
Where is the song of this day? Peaceful and joyful and gay, 
The way it should be, the day it should be. 
This day it should be full of light, full of love. 
So sing me the song of this day. 
 

Where is your song, my Lord? 
Where is your song, my Lord? 
Where is your song?  Sing us your song, 
Song of this day, my Lord. 
 

Silent we’ve been for so long. Help us in making your song 
Rise like a sun all our days. The air will be filled with our praise. 
We’ll praise with our lives, We’ll sing with our lives, 
We’ll sing with our lives full of peace, full of love. 
So make us a song for this day. 
Copyright: Crossover Music.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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