
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 4 – 5 August, 2018 

Readings: Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15; Ephesians 4:17, 20-24; John 6:24-35 
 

Parish Leader: ........ Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  . Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ..................... Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ................. Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: .......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................. Michael Cash 
APRE: ............................ Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………… Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

We have become so familiar with the sayings of Jesus that we can 
easily fail to notice the earth elements in the text or the constructed 
environment and treat them simply as backdrop for human activity 
rather than as having value in themselves. Jesus’ claim “I am the 
bread of life” invites us to consider bread as matter essential to life as 
well as a metaphor for God’s incarnate Word. It invites us to consider 
what both material and symbolic dimensions of the statement might 
mean for living a gospel way of life.  
 

We might note the close attention in this passage to the material and 
social context of Jesus' words. Boats, a town (Capernaum), the sea 
(of Galilee), the land on the "other side" all feature in this text. For 
those who have visited Galilee and seen the first century boat 
preserved in Kibbutz Ginnosar, reference to boats might evoke the 
diversity of wooden materials used in boat construction, in this case 
mostly oak and cedar. It might also alert us to the human communities 
that interacted with the material world to build the boats so integral to 
the life of the lake communities. 
 

Those who have seen images of Capernaum will be aware of the 
basalt building materials used in the construction of the houses and 
might be led to wonder at the extraordinary processes of rock 
formation. The Sea of Galilee has agency in so many gospel stories. 
Here it is mentioned in passing, but must not be ignored, especially as 
we become aware of how perilously endangered it has become since 
its waters have been exploited for irrigation over several decades. The 
"other side" evokes the rich agricultural land generally referred to as 
the “bread-basket” of the region. Mention of the crowd introduces 
children as well as women and men searching for Jesus. In other 
words, the text invites us into the whole Galilean world encoded in the 
text. 
 

The question, "Rabbi, when did you come here?", has to do with time 
and place.  Jesus is addressed as teacher, as one who can lead his 
questioners from one physical and metaphorical place to another. It is 
his response to this question that introduces the discussion about 
bread. This in turn opens up a whole world of earth activity, of sun and 
soil and seed and plant, a world of planting and harvesting, of 
processing and cooking. Ironically, the words of the Johannine Jesus 
with their focus on the symbolic meaning of the bread turn his 
questioners away from the physical, material Earth elements that 
constitute both bread and flesh. Pope Francis invites us again and 
again to value and respect the material world. The more we do so, the 
more attuned we will be to the implications of accepting that Jesus is 
the bread of life. 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

Parish Diary: 6 – 12 August 2018 
 

Monday: 9.00am……….….……..Mass 
 9.00am…………Men’s Group 
 7.00pm…………PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm……………..St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am………Faith Education 
 5.30pm………….……….Mass 

 

Wednesday 9.00am….Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am………….Open Door 
 

Friday     9.00am…..…………… Mass 
     9.00am…..Parish Playgroup 
   

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: 1 Kings 19:4-8 
 Ephesians 4:30 – 5:2 
 John 6:41-51 
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August 2018 
6 August – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

13 August – Care and Concern/Consolation Team Meetings 
20 August – Finance Committee Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the 
on-going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of 
Jesus.  This year three members are needed to join the six 
others who are continuing. A person on the Pastoral Council 
is nominated by a member of the Parish and needs to be a 
baptised Catholic who attends St Thomas More’s and who is 

willing to be recognised within our community and to be 
approachable.   
 

More information about the Parish Council is on the Parish 
website: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45 
 

Please speak with Pastoral Council Members – past and 
present – or the Parish Leader for more information.  
 

Parish Leader Survey: 
The current contract for our Parish Leader, Michael 
Bermingham, is up for renewal in early March 2019, and as 
part of the process, the Parish Pastoral Council invite and 
encourage groups and individuals to respond to a short 
survey to provide feedback on his performance in the role of 
leader of our Parish Community.   There are hard copies of 
the survey available in the Church foyer and the survey can 
also be accessed via the following links: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HHT6ZKF  (weblink) or 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPZ693T (Facebook link)  
The survey will be open until the end of August.   
 

Mass on Friday 10 August: 
The Parish Mass at 9 am on Friday 10 August will be 
celebrated in honour of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop whose 
Feast Day is August 8.  The children from St Thomas More’s 
School will play a key part in the liturgy.  All are welcome. 
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale September 8: 
We are holding a Parish Spring Clean Garage Sale on 
Saturday September 8 in the hall (and outside if necessary).  
This is a fundraising event for the parish, so you are invited, 
as you prepare for spring and have a clean up at home, to 
donate any items that you no longer need to the Parish to be 
sold on the day.    Any items not sold on the day will be 
donated to the Society of St Vincent de Paul or to Lifeline.  As 
part of the day, we are planning to include a plant sale so 

would welcome the donations of plants, pots or potting mix.  
The day will also include a cake stall, with donations of cakes 
and other baked goodies invited.  Contact the Parish Office 
by phone 4635 9555 or Peter McDonald on email: 
pmcduck@netspace.net.au  or phone: 0408 345 022. 
 

Coach Trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO October 20: 
A coach trip to the Brisbane Airport DFO is booked for 
Saturday October 20, leaving St Thomas More’s at 8 am and 
returning by about 4 pm.  Cost is $40 per person.  Please let 
the Parish Office or our Parish Leader know if you are 
interested to come along. 
 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday: 
The weekend of 25 and 26 August this year is when we 
celebrate Migrant and Refugee Sunday.  It is an opportunity 
to highlight the diversity within our community as we 
commemorate our family origins from countries across the 
world.  We plan to include opportunities in the liturgy as well 
as social opportunities after both Masses to showcase our 
diverse cultural backgrounds.  All ideas are welcome.  Please 
discuss with our Parish Leader or with members of the Parish 
Council.  Sign up sheets are in the foyer. 
 

First Communion: On Sunday 5 August Grace Elizabeth 
Bradley daughter of Craig and Anne Bradley will make her 
First Communion.   
                                 

Baptisms: On Sunday 5 August, we welcome into our Church 
Community Huxley George Brooks Ryan son of Dominic 
and Natasha Ryan and Enzo Danasio Klarich son of 
Kristopher and Jacinta Klarich.                                                                                                                      

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2018-2023 
Copies of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and Action Plan June 
2018– June 2023 are available near the foyer noticeboard.  
Both can be accessed online via our website: 
http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=515  
 

SPRED INFORMATION EVENING: 
Where Faith and Friendship Meet 
DATE: 10/9/18 TIME:  6:30pm 
WHERE: SPRED Centre, 34 Hume Street Toowoomba Ph. 
4632 8427 
SPRED is having a friend to walk beside you in the everyday 
happenings of life, which is exactly where God is to be found.  

Could you be a friend to someone in SPRED? Come along to 
an information evening to find out more.   
 

Parish Secretary Position: 
A three-day position (21 hours) as Parish Secretary is 
available at St Patrick’ s Cathedral Parish, Toowoomba.  For 

further information please contact the Parish Office by phone 
on 4637 1500, by mail via PO Box 7062 TOOWOOMBA QLD  
4350 or by email at admin@stpats.org.au    Applications close 
Friday, 10 August 2018. 
 

Spiritual Enrichment Day in Toowoomba, 4 August.  
Sr. Elaine will offer this year’s Spiritual Enrichment Day on 
the theme “Invited into a Journey of Deepening 
Consciousness” on four different occasions at different 
venues for those who live in Toowoomba, including 15 
November at St Thomas More’s. Please contact Sr. Elaine via: 
Email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au Phone: (07) 4632 
4277 Mobile: 0458 020 906  
 

Plenary Council 2020: 
The first stage of listening and dialogue as part of the 2020 
Plenary Council is underway.  More information and a survey 
to fill out can be accessed via the following link:   
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
 

More to mission than meats the eye!  
Right now, a Butcher is needed in Madang, Papua New Guinea 
Meat this challenge:  contact Christine on 02 9560 5333. For 
more opportunities, visit: www.palms.org.au/volunteer Can’t 
commit just yet? Check out www.palms.org.au/encounters 

  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Brodie Slater, Bryan Flemming, Terry 
Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline 
Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo 
McCormack, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 
Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Brendan 

Moore, Rita Sullivan, Jos Ayers, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Ros Morton, Megan Ford, Ted Wormwell, 
Vince Gainey, Mary Buttin 
Anniversaries:  Glad Zeller. Michael Mahon 
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St Thomas More’s Parish Community 
Men for All Season’s Group Achieve 5-Year Milestone  

The Men for All Season’s group came into being in June 2013 as a vehicle for the men of our Parish 
Community and their friends (all men are welcome) to get together and share one another’s 
company - the inaugural meeting of the group occurred on the 17th June 2013. 
 
The group operates from an annual calendar of events (February to December) formulated in 

December each year with input from all members – Monthly Events mostly include: travel by bus/car; 

a shared smoko; activity such as a guided tour of a museum, refinery or dairy etc; lunch at a club or 

hotel incorporating acknowledgement and celebration (cake, etc) of members’ birthdays falling 

during the month. 

 

Over the past five years the group has:  

• enjoyed a total of fifty-five events;  

• increased membership from twenty to ninety three,  

• increased average event attendance from sixteen to thirty four,  

• and, highest attendance for an event from twenty three to fifty five. 

 

Practices have kept pace with growth ensuring members’ Health and Safety is at the forefront when 

suitable events are planned for inclusion in the Calender of Events – a Volunteer First Aid Officer 

with first aid kit is on duty for all trips, and bottled drinking water, sunscreen, hand wash, and, paper 

towel is available for members during all trips. 

 

Based on indicators of members’ feedback, event attendance, and, membership growth etc it would 

appear that the group is meeting members’ needs. 

 

All men are welcome and invited to join the group. 

Please contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555 or Dick Neal on 4635 5565  

For more information if you are interested in joining the group. 
 

Some Thoughts from Pope Francis 
 

144. Let us not forget that Jesus asked his disciples to pay attention to details. 

The little detail that wine was running out at a party. 

The little detail that one sheep was missing. 

The little detail of noticing the widow who offered her two small coins. 

The little detail of having spare oil for the lamps, should the bridegroom delay. 

The little detail of asking the disciples how many loaves of bread they had. 

The little detail of having a fire burning and a fish cooking as he waited for the disciples at 

daybreak. 
 

145. A community that cherishes the little details of love, whose members care for one another and create 
an open and evangelizing environment, is a place where the risen Lord is present, sanctifying it in accordance 
with the Father’s plan.  
 

(From Gaudete et Exsultate, Rejoice and be Glad – the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis on the Call to Holiness in Today’s 

World) 



Gathering:  Gather Us In                     M Haugen 
  

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness, vanished away. 
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame, 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken. 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion, 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
Copyright:  GIA: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria:  
Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
  

Psalm: The Lord gave His People  C Smith 

 
Response: The Lord gave his people bread from heaven 
 
The things we have heard and understood, 
The things our forebears have told us, 
These we will tell to our children: 
The glories of the Lord and his might. 
 
He commanded the clouds above 
And opened the gates of heaven. 
He rained down manna for their food, 
And he gave them bread from heaven. 
 
Mere mortals ate the bread of angels. 
God sent them abundance of food. 
So he brought them to his holy land  
To the mountain that his right hand had won. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Satisfy our hunger, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 
 
 

Communion: One Body in Christ                    M Mangan 

 

When we eat this bread, when we drink this cup, 
We are one Body in Christ. 
Through his dying and his rising,  
we are one Body in Christ. 
 

He came that we might have life, 
That we might have life to the full. 
He is the shepherd who laid down his life 
So we would have life to the full. 
 

He came to set prisoners free, 
to bring Good News to the poor. 
He came to give sight to all who are blind 
And justice and freedom for all. 
 

Now we are his body on earth.   
We are his hands and his feet. 
We have been called to be Jesus each day 
To everyone that we meet. 
 

Though many, we are one body,  
one body in Christ and in faith. 
The gifts that we have we are given to share, 
For the good of the world each day. 
 

He lives in us as we live in him,  
Without him we cannot have life. 
We are the branches and he is the vine, 
Without him we cannot have life. 
 

Together we come to the table.   
Together we share in new life. 
Through living this mystery now may we become 
One body, one spirit in Christ. 
Copyright: Litmus Productions.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

Thanksgiving:   
No Hymn – Quiet Reflection 
 

Recessional:  Though the Mountains May Fall D Schutte 
 

Though the mountains may fall 
And the hills turn to dust, 
Yet the love of the Lord will stand 
As a shelter for all who will call on his name 
Sing the praise and the glory of God. 
 
Could the Lord ever leave you? 
Could the Lord forget his love? 
Though a mother forsake her child, 
He will not abandon you. 
 

Go to him when you’re weary; 
He will give you eagle’s wings. 
You will run, never tire, 
For your God will be your strength. 
Copyright: New Dawn Music:  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 
 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All 
rights reserved) 
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