
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au       Parish Facebook Page: @stmparishtwmba  
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Pentecost Sunday, Year B, 19 - 20 May, 2018 

Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Galatians 5:16-25; John 15:26-27, 16:12-15 

Parish Leader: ........ Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  . Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ...................... Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ................. Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ...........................Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: .................Michael Cash 
APRE: ........................... Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………… Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Representatives: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Pentecost Sunday is often called the birthday of the Church. For the 
ancient Israelites, Pentecost (meaning 'fiftieth') was a harvest festival 
celebrated 50 days after the beginning of the harvest. When the 
Jerusalem Temple was built, this harvest festival was transformed into 
a pilgrimage feast to celebrate the covenant that God had made with 
Israel on Mt Sinai. Several decades after the death of Jesus, the early 
Christians reflected on their origins and chose this feast to mark the 
birth of God's new covenant with God's people. 
 

In today's first reading, Luke tells the new Pentecost story in symbolic 
language that evokes the story of Moses and the people of Israel 
receiving God's Law on Mt Sinai. Just as God’s presence to Israel was 
marked by earthquake and thunder and fire, so God’s Spirit 
enveloping the people of the new covenant appears in a mighty rush 
of wind and tongues of fire. Luke’s account also evokes early rabbinic 
teaching that the voice of God on Sinai divided into seventy tongues 
and all the nations received the Law in their own tongue.   

 

For the teaching at the heart of the new covenant, we turn to the 
gospel reading from John. The risen Christ appears to the disciples 
who are huddled behind locked doors. He offers the simple greeting: 
"Peace be with you," the greeting we offer each other at every 
Eucharistic celebration. He sends them on a mission of peace in 
continuity with his own God-inspired mission. He breathes on them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and tells them that God will forgive those whom 
they forgive, and will “retain” or “seize hold of” the transgressions of 
those whose sins or transgressions they “retain”.  
 

To seize hold of wrong-doing is to expose it and deal with it. 
Sometimes it is best to forgive and simply allow everyone to move on. 
In other situations, an easy amnesty only exacerbates the problem. 
Much of the enduring conflict in our world derives from the inability of 
ordinary people and of leaders to know how to deal with transgression. 
The Holy Spirit is the unique source of our power to forgive, of our 
capacity to deal with the perpetrators of violence, and of the strength 
we need to refrain from vengeance. Sadly, the desire for vengeance 
often inhibits healing in those who have suffered violence or abuse, 
and even in those who endeavour to support them, so that the cycle 
of transgression continues. We must work ceaselessly as a global 
community to address the causes of violence and abuse and search 
together for lasting solutions. As we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, let 
us gather into our hearts all the distressed members of our Earth 
community and pray with greater urgency than ever: “Come Holy 
Spirit, renew the face of the Earth.” 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 
 

 

Parish Diary: 21 - 27 May 2018 
 

Monday: 9.00am………….….………..Mass 
 7.00pm…………..……..St V de P 
  

Tuesday: 9.30am……….…Faith Education 
 5.30pm…………….……….Mass 
   

Wednesday 9.00am…..…Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….…….Open Door 
 7.00pm……………..….Meditation 
 

Friday     9.00am……………………Mass 
     9.00am………Parish Playgroup 
     11.00am………………Meditation 
   

The Most Holy Trinity - Year B 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 
Readings: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 
 Romans 8:14-17 
 Matthew 28:16-20 
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May 2018 
28 May – Finance Meeting 
28 May – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
29 May – Sacrament of Confirmation 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held 
at St Thomas More’s on Tuesday 29 May 2018 at 7.00pm.  
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 23 and 24 June 2018.  Any queries, please 
contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Pot Luck Dinner and Parish Dance – Friday 1 June 
2018:  
On Friday 1 June we are holding a Pot Luck Dinner and Parish 
Dance under the guidance of accomplished dance instructor 

and music director, Peter Vernon.  The evening will 
commence at 7 pm with dinner (if you can, please bring a 
dish to share) and will cater for all ages.  A variety of dances 
will be offered as well as some dance demonstrations.  There 
will be drinks for sale and some raffles on the night. Please 
advise the Parish Office or indicate on the clipboard in the 
Church foyer if you intend to come or if you would like to 
reserve a table for a group.   Any queries can be directed to 
Peter McDonald on mobile: 0408 345 022 or email: 
pmcduck@netspace.net.au 
 

Family Mass – Sunday 10 June, 8.30am: 
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship 
between Parish and School, we have arranged with the school 
to have one weekend Mass each Term this year where we 
invite and welcome families from the school community to 
join us, with children given the opportunity to participate in 

the different parts of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and 
the second for the year will be at 8.30 am on Sunday 10 June.   
We look forward to warmly welcoming families from the 
school that day, including those currently participating in the 
Sacramental Program.  
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular 
Mass attender has not been here for a while, if you know of 
someone who may be going through a tough time, if you 
know of someone who is on their own and could benefit from 
a visit, if you have heard that someone from the community 
is in hospital, if you notice someone who seems new to the 
community, please advise the Parish Leader, talk to a 
member of the Parish Council or contact the Parish Office.  We 

have groups in the Parish such as Care and Concern and our 
local St Vincent de Paul Conference who may be able to 
assist.   
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the 

book provided in the foyer and you will be provided with 
information regarding the groups and activities you may wish 
to be part of.  If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving 
Program, please contact the Parish Office 46359555. 
 

Transport Available 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make 
your needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow 
up to arrange suitable transport. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
You are reminded that the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open 
every Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10 am 
and 3 pm for adoration, personal prayer and reflection. 
 

Open Door Ladies Social Group: 

If you are interested in joining our weekly morning teas, we 
would like to invite you to join us in St Thomas More’s Parish 
Office each Wednesday morning for coffee, delicious morning 
tea and a chat, commencing at 10.00am.  For further 
information please contact the Parish Office or just turn up on 
Wednesday morning. 
 

Updating your will?  Have you ever considered a 
Bequest to St Thomas More’s Parish? 
The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 

and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The annual St Vincent de Paul winter appeal is no open.  
Appropriate envelopes are available in the Church foyer. 
 

Downlands College Past Students Association: 
Downlands Past Students are warmly invited to the Gryphon 
Call to be held at the Irish Club Hotel Celtic Bar in Russell 
Street on Friday 25 May from 5.30 – 7.30pm.  See Flyer on 
Church notice board for further information. 
 

Open Day: 
Downlands College Open Day is on today, Sunday 20 May 
10.00am – 2.00pm.  All welcome to attend.   
 

Plenary Council 2020: 
Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to 
hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It has 
been more than 80 years since the Catholic Church in 
Australia held a Plenary Council.  A Plenary Council is the 
highest formal gathering of all local churches in a country.  
Our Plenary Council 2020 is being held so that we can 
dialogue about the future of the Catholic Church in Australia. 
It is being held in 2020 in order to give the Catholic 
community in Australia time to listen, dialogue and discern 

with one another and, guided by the Holy Spirit, about the 
future, the role and relevance of the Catholic Church in 
Australia.   All of us are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia?”  The 
official launch of the Plenary Council is this Sunday, Pentecost 
Sunday, 20 May 2018.  Further details will be provided when 
available, particularly about proposed consultation processes 
across the Australian Church and accessible to us locally.  
More information can be found at the website: 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Brodie Slater, Bryan Flemming, Terry 

Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline 
Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo 
McCormack, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine 
Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, 
Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Brendan 
Moore, John Heeney, Heather Gaffney, Rita Sullivan, Jos 
Ayers. 
ANNIVERSARY: Alma Betts 
 

                 PLANNED GIVING 
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The last time the Catholic Church in Australia held a 
Plenary Council was in 1937. It has been more than 80 
years since we gathered all of the Church together and 
much has changed. In 2020, we will have a Plenary 
Council about the future of the Catholic Church in Australia. 
What are we called to do? Who are we called to be? How 
do we need to change? 
 
Pope Francis has spoken of the need to engage in the 
world and respond in faith. He said: 
“The defining aspect of this change of epoch is that things are no longer in their place. Our previous 
ways of explaining the world and relationships, good and bad, no longer appears to work. The way 
in which we locate ourselves in history has changed. Things we thought would never happen, or 
that we never thought we would see, we are experiencing now, and we dare not even imagine the 
future. That which appeared normal to us – family, the Church, society and the world – will probably 
no longer seem that way. We cannot simply wait for what we are experiencing to pass, under the 
illusion that things will return to being how they were before.” 
 
The Plenary Council logo reflects a “community of communities”, drawing upon the message from  
Pope Francis about the nature of Church. He wrote in Evangelii Gaudium: 
 
“It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their 
journey, and a centre of constant missionary outreach.” EG28 
 
The colours (of the logo above) are inspired by the colours of our sunburnt country – Ochre of the 
Red Centre, green from the Gum tree leaves, deep blue of the Ocean we are surrounded by and 
that of our Nation’s flag. They are tones and textures that reflect our beautifully unique Australian 
identity. 
 
We are blessed with great diversity in our Catholic Church in Australia – many perspectives, 
experiences and encounters of faith, walks of life and vision for Church. We are called to explore 
what it is that we are called to, how we are called to be the presence of Jesus in Australia for today, 
and for generations to come. United by faith, we shall: 
 
‘Listen to what the Spirit is saying’. Rev 2:7 

The journey toward Plenary Council will help us to prepare to listen to God by listening to one 
another. We invite all people to engage, to be a part of the listening and dialogue encounter in the 
next two years. 
 
(The above material comes from the website: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au.  More material is available on the website) 

 

Elements of the Mass Explained:    

(The following is the fourth in a series of brief explanations of various elements of the Mass 
courtesy of John Briffa, Diocesan Liturgy Officer, to help us grow in our understanding of the Eucharist.)  

Who Celebrates the Liturgy?  
Liturgy is celebrated by the presence and actions of the gathered faithful, with each person playing their part. 

By way of our baptism, every person in the assembly participates in celebrating a Mass, some with more 

visible roles than others. It is the Mystical Body of Christ, that is, its Head (Christ) and its members that 

celebrate. As members of his body we perform different functions. The priest-celebrant stands in the place 

of Christ to lead the prayer and worship to God on behalf of the assembly, with all the gathered faithful 

participating in various ways.   (SC7; CCC1140; CCC1142) 

(Note: SC stands for Sacrosanctum Concilium – the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of the Second Vatican Council; CCC = Catechism of the 
Catholic Church) 

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


Gathering: Baptised in Water             M Saward 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
Faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: 
One with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
Thankfully now God’s praise we sing 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Sprit, 
Marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, we are his children, 
Joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
Copyright:  GIA: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria:        Maggie Russell 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. (Repeat) 
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. (R)  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. (R)  
  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  (R) 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e  
   

Psalm:  Lord, Send Out Your Spirit                  C Smith 

 
 
 
 

Response: Lord, send out your spirit, and renew the face 
of the earth 
 

Bless the Lord, oh my soul! 

Lord, God, how great you are, 
Clothed in great glory and majesty, 
Wrapped in light as in a robe. 
 

How great are your works, O Lord! 

In your wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
O bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, 

Returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit they are created; 
And you renew the face of the earth. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 

Pentecost Sequence 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of Wind and Fire, hear our prayer. 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Communion: We Are Many Parts          M Haugen 

 

We are many parts, we are all one body, 
And the gifts we have, we are given to share. 
May the Spirit of love make us one indeed. 
One, the love that we share, One our hope in despair, 
One, the cross that we bear. 
 

God of all, we look to you:  
We would be your servants true. 
Let us be your love to all the world. 
 

So my pain is pain for you. 
In your joy is my joy, too. 
All is brought together in the Lord. 
 

All you seekers great and small,  
Seek the greatest gift of all. 
If you love, then you will know the Lord. 
Copyright: GIA: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e         
 

Thanksgiving:  Send Us Your Spirit   D Schutte 
 

Send us Your Spirit, O Lord. 
Evening enfolds us and holds us too near. 
Wake the morning light. Make our living bright. 
Shine on our darkness, O Lord. 
 

Hold us with mercy, O Lord. 
Sorrow has spoken, has broken our hearts. 
Clothe us in your care.  Be the life we bear. 
Feed us and fill us. O Lord. 
 

Teach us your wisdom. O Lord. 
Shadows have clouded, have crowded our sight. 
Give us hearts that see.  Set our loving free. 
Hear us and help us, O Lord. 
Copyright: OCP: Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
     

Recessional:  Send Down the Fire   M Haugen 
 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 

Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to be your compassion, 
Teach us the song of your love; 

Give us hearts that sing, Give us deeds that ring. 
Make us ring with the song of your love. 
 

Call us to witness your kingdom, 
Give us the presence of Christ; 

May your holy light, 
Keep us shining bright. 
Ever shine with the presence of Christ. 
Copyright:  GiA. Used with permission under ONE Licence #A-62451E 
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