
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au       Parish Facebook Page: @stmparishtwmba  
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Third Sunday of Easter, Year B, 14 - 15 April, 2018 

Readings: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 John 2:1-5; Luke 24:35-48 
. 

Parish Leader: ............... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:  .......................... Peter Dorfield 
Pastoral Council: ............................ Julie HIntz 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................. Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ........................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .................................. Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………………..Matt Andreas 
Parish Safeguards Representatives: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

Extraordinary things can happen if we open ourselves to the presence 
of a stranger on the road of life. That is one of the elements in today’s 
gospel that forms the conclusion to the Emmaus story. When I was a 
student at Trinity College in Dublin researching Luke’s depiction of 
women in the Acts of the Apostles, I would often take a detour on my 
way home to visit the National Gallery of Ireland. Velázquez’ remarkable 
oil painting, Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus captured and held 
my attention. We have here a painting within a painting. The kitchen maid 
pauses from her tasks to listen, through the window between kitchen and 
dining area, to the conversation between Jesus and his table 
companions. His hosts have not yet recognised the companion they had 
encountered on the road from Jerusalem. Velázquez seems to be 
suggesting that the young servant woman in the foreground, a woman 
from another place and another time, has sensed what they have still to 
discover.  

 
Imagine two dejected disciples (Cleopas and possibly his wife) on the 
road from Jerusalem to their home in Emmaus. On their journey, they 
encounter Jesus who has been raised. At first, they fail to recognise him. 
Their sadness at his death has blinded them to what is happening before 
their very eyes. He engages them in conversation and holds up a 
metaphorical mirror to their experience of loss and grief. Their hearts 
“burn” within them as he opens to them the meaning of their sacred 
scriptures. They invite him to share a meal with them and their eyes are 
opened: they recognise him in the breaking of the bread. Jesus then 
disappears from their midst. They cannot contain the joy they have 
experienced in realising that he is alive.  

 
Cleopas and partner go straight back to Jerusalem to share the good 
news with the other disciples. Now all the assembled disciples 
experience powerfully the presence of Jesus in their midst. They share 
a meal with him. He opens their minds to understand the scriptures. 
Everything falls into place. They not only understand Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in the light of the scriptures. They now know that they will 
be “clothed with power from on high” to exercise their role as witnesses 
to this great mystery, and to preach forgiveness to all peoples “beginning 
from Jerusalem”.  

 
Luke will open the Acts of the Apostles with the story of Jesus sending 
the disciples to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. We who re-
member these events in every Eucharistic celebration are both the 
recipients and the bearers of that message. If we allow our hearts to 
“burn” within us, we too may recognise the Risen One in our gatherings 
and become his witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 

Parish Diary: 16 - 22 April, 2018 
 

Monday: 7.15am…………….Men’s Group 
 9.00am……………………..Mass 
 7.00pm………………..St V de P .  

 

Tuesday: 9.30am…………Faith Education 
 5.30pm…………………….Mass 
 7.00pm…………...School Board 
  

Wednesday 9.00am……Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…………….Open Door 
 12.30pm……….Music Planning 
 7.00pm…………..….Meditation 
 

Thursday 10.30am………Emmaus Prayer 
 7.00pm…………..Social Justice 
   

Friday     9.00am……………………Mass 
     9.00am………Parish Playgroup 
     11.00am………………Meditation 
   

Fourth Sunday of Easter-  Year B 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Acts 4:8-12 
 1 John 3:1-2 
 Luke 10:11-18 
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Year to Date

April  2018 
25 April – Anzac Day – Office Closed 
30 April – Parish Pastoral Council – Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 

Enrolment for Confirmation and First Communion: 
Enrolment of the children for the Sacraments of Confirmation 
and First Communion will take place at both Masses on the 
weekend of 28 and 29 April.  This is an opportunity for the 
community to welcome the children and their families and to 
offer them our support and prayers as the children complete 
their initiation into the Church Community.  The celebration 
of the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held at St Thomas 

More’s on Tuesday 29 May 2018 at 7.00pm.  First Communion 
will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend of 23 and 
24 June 2018.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 
804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Farewell to Fr Peter Dorfield – 21 and 22 April: 
On the weekend of 21 and 22 April, Fr Peter Dorfield will 
celebrate both Masses.  This is a chance to say our thanks 
and farewells before Fr Peter steps down as Administrator at 
St Pat’s and our Priest Director.  To honour the occasion, we 
will have wine and cheese after Mass on Saturday night.   
(Offers of platters (large or small) for the evening are most 
welcome) and the usual cuppa after Mass on Sunday 
morning. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

St Mary’s College – Anzac Day Service 
St Mary’s College Toowoomba cordially invites Old Boys who 
are returned and ex-servicemen to participate in the College 
ANZAC Day Commemoration Service on Tuesday 24/5/18.  
To register your interest and to be included in the March of 
Veterans please contact Mrs Lucia Armstrong at the College 
on 4631 7333 or email: armstrong@stmaryscollege.com 
 
 

Heart – Women’s Conference 2018: 
This year the Conference will be held from 24-26 May at Mt 
Gravatt Bowls Club.  A time to come together as women to 
be refreshed and renewed in our busy lives.  Spoil yourself. 
Dream again.  Feel loved, honoured and cared for.  Invite 
your daughters, mothers, sisters and friends.  Register at 

Heart.TheCatholicGuy.com.  Cost of the Conference is 
$199.00.  Further information to follow. 
 

St Joseph’s College Enrolments: 
Enrolment interviews for students wishing to enter Year 7 in 

2020 will commence during Semester 2, 2018.   
If you are considering applying to St Joseph’s for enrolment 
in Year 7, 2020 please complete an Enrolment Application 
Form and forward to the College.  Enrolments for 2020 will 
be finalised by the end of Semester 2, 2018.  If you intend 
enrolling your child at St Joseph’s for 2020, you are urged to 
do so as soon as possible. 
 

St Joseph’s College Open Day 2020 will be conducted on 
Tuesday 22nd May 2018 commencing at 8.30am and 
concluding at 12.00pm.  To request an enrolment package, 
please contact the Enrolment Officer on: 
Phone 4631 8525 or by email: enrolments@sjc.qld.edu.au   
For more information about St Joseph’s College please visit 
our website: www.sjc.qld.edu.au 
 
Cent Sale:   
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding their 

MOTHER'S DAY Cent Sale on SATURDAY MAY 5.  It will be 
held at ALL SEASONS FUNCTION HALL, cnr North and Tor Sts 
TOOWOOMBA.  Doors will open at 12.30pm for a 1.30pm 
start. For an entry fee of $5 each will receive a Free Sheet of 
Tickets, Lucky Door Entry and a Buffet Afternoon Tea.  
Excellent gifts for Mother's Day are among the prizes.  All 
Proceeds go to Charity.  For further information contact the 
Sisters on 4632 1818. 
 

RECENT BAPTISMS: 
On 8 April, Katherine Claire Olive daughter of John and Sara 
Olive. 

Clergy Appointments: 
As of 13/05/2018 Fr Peter Dorfield, who has serious health 
issues with his kidneys, will complete his appointment as 

Administrator of St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish and Dean of St 
Patrick’s Cathedral.  He will also complete his appointment as 
Priest Director of St Thomas More’s Parish, Toowoomba 
South.  At that time Fr Dorfield will take some time off.  We 
that Fr Dorfield for his tireless ministry at St Pat’s, we 
remember him and pray for positive outcomes for his health 
issues. 
In view of the above Bishop Robert McGuckin announces the 
following clergy appointments: 
Fr Michael O’Brien, Administrator of St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Parish and Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral, commencing 
14/5/18. 

Fr Michael O’Brien, Priest Director of St Thomas More’s Parish, 
Toowoomba South, commencing 14/5/18. 
Fr Hermi Rafada, Administrator of St Mary’s Parish, 
Goondiwindi, commencing 14/5/18. 
 

SPRED FUNDRAISER: STEEL MAGNOLIAS 
DATE: 3/5/18 
TIME: 7:00am 
LOCATION: Repertory Theatre, Toowoomba 
RSVP: SPRED on 07 4632 8427 or spred@twb.catholic.org.au 
COST: $20 per ticket  
Join the SPRED community for a night of laughs at the SPRED 
Repertory Theatre fundraising event to be held on Thursday, 
3rd May 2018.  This year's production is ‘Steel Magnolias’. 
 

Palms Australia: 
Palms Australia is looking for volunteers from all walks of life 
to share their skills with communities in Africa, Asia and The 
Pacific.  The next information session is on Saturday 5 May at 
the Toowoomba City Library Community Meeting Room 2, 
commencing at 10.30am until 12.00 noon. RSVP  
wwwpalms.org.au/volunteer 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Brodie Slater, Bryan Flemming, Terry 

Tyers, Ned Sparksman, Michael Kelly, Mark Butlin, Pauline 
Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Leo 
McCormack, Scott Murphy, Rosemarie Graham, Michelle 
Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, 
Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene 
Andrews, Col Ward, Bev Parle, Brendan Moore, John Heeney 
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     Celebrating 300 Years 
            since the birth of 
           Nano Nagle. 

St Thomas More’s Parish has been fortunate to have had the presence of the Josephite Sisters for many 
years. In 2003 a Presentation Sister (Patsy) came to the Parish as Pastoral Leader. Over twelve years her 
life touched many in our midst as she shared the charism of Nano Nagle who was the foundress of the 
Presentation Sisters. 
 
This year marks the 300th anniversary of Nano Nagle’s birth. Nano, the oldest of seven children was born on 
9 April, 1718, in Ballygriffin, County Cork, Ireland. Three hundred years later, we rejoice that her life has had 
such an influence across the globe.  The Friends of Nano are marking this occasion in a variety of ways. 
 
Let us give thanks as we call to mind the contribution of the Presentation Charism to the parish of St Thomas 
More’s over these many years. 
 

 

Elements of the Mass Explained:   
(The following is the third in a series of brief explanations of various elements of the Mass 

courtesy of John Briffa, Diocesan Liturgy Officer to help us grow in our understanding of the Eucharist.)  
 

What is the purpose of the Entrance Hymn?  
The purpose of the Entrance Hymn is to draw together a group of individuals into a ‘community of the faithful’ 
by way of uniting people in one voice. When people sing together they become one in voice and have one 
focus.  All liturgies begin with an Introductory Rite which contains three basic elements, Entrance, Greeting 
and Collect (Opening Prayer). The purpose of each element is to unify those gathered to become one in 
Spirit, in the name of Christ. Jesus said, “When two or more are gathered in my name, I am there with you” 
(Mt 18:20). The gathering as one reveals the presence of Christ in the assembly of the people. (GIRM46,47) 

 (Note: GIRM - General Instruction of the Roman Missal) 

Some thoughts from the Parish Leader 

I returned to work on Monday 9 April after a week’s break following the busyness of Holy Week and Easter.  As is 
my usual Monday morning practice, I sat down after Mass and began to sort my way through a couple of hundred 
emails.  There was the usual array of online church news services which I subscribe to as well as some emails 
providing feedback about the Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies.  In the midst of them all I was taken aback to 
come upon an email from someone who, after coming to worship as part of this community for the last several 
months, has decided to worship elsewhere because they did not feel welcome in this community.  I quote from the 
email where the writer describes their experience: “I have never come across people before anywhere else where 
most of them have their "own saved seats” and I have been told to please move on many occasions.”  I responded 
to the email in the only way I considered appropriate, namely, acknowledging their situation and offering a profound 
apology.   

After 20 years as a trained Mediator with the Queensland Justice Department, I am well aware that there are 
always two sides to a story.  I don’t know who else was involved and am not therefore in a position to hear other 
aspects of this story.  I am simply prompted by this story to reiterate my sense that this parish is a welcoming 
community, while stressing that welcoming is everybody’s business.  Often we don’t know what is going on in the 
lives of people who come to join us, so we who feel a sense of belonging in our community need to ensure that 
we warmly welcome newcomers into our midst (I know that many of you already do that well).  Perhaps there were 
good reasons for saving seats.  Perhaps there were good reasons for asking someone to move.  The issue might 
be the manner in which the communication happened.  I know that we are creatures of habit and I know that many 
of us like to sit in the same seat every week.  I don’t have a problem with that.    However, no one “owns” a 
particular seat and we set no restrictions on where people sit.  If someone is sitting in your favourite seat, sit 
somewhere else.  If all other options are exhausted, it would be a rare time that someone would challenge you for 
a front seat in the Church.  Of course, I fully understand people sitting on the ends of rows if they are unable to 
get up to go to Holy Communion, but that is a matter of a simple explanation to someone about the why of sitting 
in a particular place, done with courtesy and in a way that is readily understood.  I keep hearing that we need to 
encourage more people to be part of the faith community, but we need to keep working on the welcoming side of 
things if this is going to happen.  Overall, I feel a deep sense of sadness and sorrow to know that someone has 
gone elsewhere because they felt rebuffed here.  Let’s together do all we can to continue to build a community of 
faith that is inviting, welcoming and inclusive. (Michael) 
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Gathering:   All the Ends of The Earth    R Dufford 
 

All the ends of the earth 
All you creatures of the sea, 
Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord, 
For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea, 
Has come with justice for the world. 
 

Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
The wonders God has done in every age. 
 

Heaven and earth shall rejoice in God’s might; 
Every heart every nation call him Lord. 
Copyright: New Dawn Music. Used with permission under ONE Licence #A-62451E 
 

Sprinkling:   Up from the Waters           M Haugen 
 

Up from the waters God has claimed you, 
up from the waters, child of light. 
Praise to the One who called and named you 
up from the waters into life. 
 

Always proclaim the wonderful story: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
How you were raised from death into glory: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

Now you have crossed the River of Jordan: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now you behold God’s mercy and pardon: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

No more shall sin have power to hold you: 

Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now let the grace of Jesus enfold you: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

Come now and praise the God of the living: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now let your song ring out with thanksgiving: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

Water of life and grace and salvation: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Water that heals the heart of creation: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

This is the life that rains down from heaven: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
This is the new life Jesus has given: 

Up from the waters into life. 
Copyright: GIA Publications:  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
 

Gloria:    
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. (Repeat) 
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. (R)  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. (R)  
  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. (R) 
 

Psalm:  Lord, let your face shine on us                      C Smith 

 

 
 
 
Refrain: Lord, let your face shine on us. 
    
When I call, answer me, O God of justice; 
From anguish you released me, have mercy and hear me! 
 

It is the Lord who grants favours to those he loves; 
The Lord hears me whenever I call him. 
 

Many say: ‘What can bring us happiness? 
Lift up the light of your face on us, Lord. 
 

I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once, 
For your alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
Copyright:  Willow Connections.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of life, fill us with courage and hope. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

 

Communion: In the Breaking of 
 The Bread B Hurd & M Downey 
 

In the breaking of the bread 
We have known him; we have been fed. 
Jesus the stranger, Jesus the Lord, 
Be our companion, be our hope. 
 

Bread for the journey, strength for our years, 
Manna of ages of struggle and tears, 
Cup of salvation, fruit of the land, 
Bless and receive now the work of our hands. 
 

Bread of the promise, people of hope, 
Wine of compassion, life for the world, 
Gathered at table, joined as one body, 
Sealed in the Spirit, sent by the Word. 
 

Once I was helpless, sad and confused; 
Darkness surrounded me, courage removed. 
And then I saw him by my side. 
Carry my burden, open my eyes. 
 

There is no sorrow, pain or woe; 
There is no suffering he did not know. 
He did not waver, he did not bend. 
He is the victor. He is my friend. 
Copyright:  OCP. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e          
   

Thanksgiving:   See My Hands and Feet                        M Herry fms 

 

See my hands and feet, see my wounded side;  
doubt no longer; believe 
See my hands and feet, see my wounded side; 
Doubt no more, believe. 
 

My Lord, my God, my Lord my God,  
Jesus I believe. 
My Lord my God, my Lord, my God, 
Jesus, I believe. 
Copyright:  M Herry  SPU.    Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional:  Where Is Your Song My Lord       P Kearney 
 

Songs I like I sing. Life is a song I should sing. 
Where is the song of this day? Peaceful and joyful and gay, 
The way it should be, the day it should be. 
This day it should be full of light, full of love. 
So sing me the song of this day. 
 

Where is your song, my Lord? 
Where is your song, my Lord? 
Where is your song?  Sing us your song, 
Song of this day, my Lord. (Repeat) 
 

Silent we’ve been for so long. Help us in making your song 
Rise like a sun all our days. The air will be filled with our praise. 
We’ll praise with our lives, we’ll sing with our lives, 
We’ll sing with our lives full of peace, full of love. 
So make us a song for this day. 
Copyright: Crossover Music.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451E 
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